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President’s Message 
 
Happy 150th Canadian Summer Everybody! 
 
 What a glorious July 1st celebration at Government House. The Office of the    
Lieutenant Governor, the staff of Government House and you, the Society               
volunteers, did an outstanding job. I hope you were able to enjoy the festivities as 
much as the guests did. The citizenship ceremony was particularly moving and 
served to remind us all how very fortunate we are to be citizens of this wonderful 
country. A privilege we must cherish and never take for granted! 
 I would like to acknowledge and congratulate Jacqui Shumiatcher on her         
appointment to the Order of Canada. This well deserved appointment was          
announced by Governor General David Johnston on June 30, 2017. Well done 
Jacqui, and congratulations on behalf of us all. 
 It is my pleasure to announce the launch of a new initiative to honour our       
retired volunteers.  We all come to a point in time when we have to give up doing 
some of the things we love as we get a bit rusty and creaky. Many of you have told 
me how much you miss the volunteer time you so generously gave to make the 
Society projects possible. We miss you as well, so an Alumni Association has been 
formed. The full details are included elsewhere in this newsletter so I will not       
repeat them here. We are so looking forward to the inaugural event on                
September 9, 2017. 
 Planning for the members’ event with the Lieutenant Governor is well            
underway.  The date for this annual event is Saturday, August 19, 2017. Check for 
more details in this newsletter. You will have received your formal invitation by 
now. 
 Have a wonderful summer.  Continue to celebrate our sesquicentennial and 
hope that the Riders finally win a game! 
 
Joyeux  anniversaire Canada! 
 
{ƘŜƛƭŀ /ŀǊǎƻƴΣ President - GHHS                                                                                                                
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Victorian Tea Room  
 …And Musings on Tea Trolleys, Tea Carts, and Tea Wagons  
 Previously more authoritative and erudite authors from our GHHS have written about tea, the history of tea, tea 
caddies, tea pots and taking tea, be it Victorian or high tea.  No one has written about tea trolleys, also known as tea 
carts, and the much loved in English factories of the mid twentieth century, “tea wagons”. I love tea trolleys and 
have been collecting them for almost 40 years. My collection only numbers three but that has more to do with space 
constraints than enthusiasm.  Guests at our Victorian Tea see tea trolleys now used as our dessert trolleys. Those 
used at our Victorian Tea are wooden, with small castors/wheels.   
 Tea trolleys have been around almost as long as tea has been an item in the western world. They have been 
made of various materials – wood, glass, metal, wicker, bamboo, and more lately of various forms of plastic.          
Furniture styles of the time have dictated their shape and wheel size, as has where the trolley is to be used. Wicker 
and bamboo were more prevalent in tropical locales. Tea trolleys have been ornate and heavily carved as of the  
Victorian era, art deco, sleek mid-century modern, and thirties glass and mirrors. 
 Tea trolleys are having a revival now, being used as drinks or cocktail carts.  My tea trolleys function as a table at 
the front entrance for keys and incidentals, as an occasional table, and the third, modern, metal one as a    serving 
cart for sit down meals. 
 And in closing, many thanks to our Tea Room volunteers, who consistently offer such good service to our guests. 
 
.ƻƴƴƛŜ wŀŎȊΣ Coordinator for Victorian Tea Room 

Announcing the new Alumni Association Planning Committee (aka: The Olde Tea Bags) 
 We, the Olde Tea Bags, and the Board of GHHS are pleased to announce the launch of a new initiative. We are 
forming a GHHS Alumni Association for all our retired volunteers.  
 We Olde Tea Bags wish to honour our retired volunteers in the following way: Once in the spring and once in the 
autumn of each year we will host sixteen retired volunteers at a Victorian Tea. On the Saturday of a Tea weekend, a 
table for eight will be reserved for our retirees at both the 1:00 pm and 2:30 pm settings. Reservations for this event 
will be on a first come, first served basis.  
 If you are able to attend, you would contact Leona Howe at either 306-584-1411 or lhowe7788@gmail.com to 
make your reservation.  We can accommodate only a total of 16 each weekend twice a year, but as this will be a    
recurring event, you will have other opportunities to attend.  This is a complimentary event for our retired volunteers 
only.  It will be an opportunity to see your retired (or still working) volunteer friends again. There is no restriction on 
the number of times you may attend this twice-a-year event. 
 Our first event will take place September 9, 2017.  One seating for 8 will be at 1:00 pm and the second seating for 
8 will be at 2:30 pm.  The reservation process is as described above.  
 We hope to see you there.  We do miss you and this will be a great opportunity to reconnect 
 
[Ŝƻƴŀ IƻǿŜΣ one of The Olde Tea Bags  

Tea Facts: Are you aware that each tea 

season GHHS kitchen volunteers use close to 

400 loaves of bread, remove 18,550 inches of 

crust? Which translates to 1545.8 ft or 515.2 

yards, if you prefer metric, that is 47,117      

centimeters or 471 meters! 

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca for 

more facts. 

Janette Richardson and 
Barb Binnie in the          
background 

http://govhousesociety.ca/
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Volunteer Recognition Committee 
The 2017 Volunteer Appreciation Tea is scheduled for Sunday afternoon August 27, from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in the 

Ball Room. Please mark your calendar and RSVP to attend the tea by August 20. The following awards will be presented 
at the tea to twenty-one volunteers: bŜǿ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŘ to three volunteers, [ƻȅŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘ to eleven volunteers,  
5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘ to five volunteers, tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ to one volunteer and the biggest award, aŀǊƎŜ 9ǿŀǊǘ ϧ .Ŝǧȅ 
²ŜǎǘƳƻǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘ to one volunteer as well.  

We continue to receive compliments from the tea guests on the exceptional service they received from our         
volunteers. Comments such as: very attentive, friendly, been welcomed with hugs, or making a guest in a wheelchair 
feel welcome “despite our wheelchair related circumstances” and “excellent service”, give an impression of an         
environment that is welcoming, accommodating and ready to help regardless of the situation. A big “thank you” to 
Barb, Carol S, Doreen, Lorna B., Jacqueline, Jo Anne, Terry and all GHHS tea volunteers for the excellent job you do to 
make the weekend a memorable experience for all tea guests.  

VRC members have been discussing the importance of ensuring that all volunteers feel valued and respected by 
other volunteers. We will appreciate it if at any time you feel otherwise, to please contact the committee chair (for  
example, Tea Room, would be Jacqueline or Terry) to report any incidents. Also, I would like all GHHS current and new 
volunteers to sign the Volunteer Policy. Please contact me if you haven’t signed the document so that I can arrange to 
get it to your committee chair or to you directly. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ hǝǘƻƧǳΣ Chair, VRC  Committee 

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset! 

 Summer is here with all its travels and holidays. Volunteers, when you are here, stop to enjoy the beauty of the 
flowers in and around Government House. Any time you come to the House to help, take the time to enjoy your       
surroundings. The success of many of the events and programs in the House are as a result of your dedicated effort to 
support the vision of GHHS.  
 In appreciation of your commitment, our second annual Volunteer Appreciation Tea will be held on Sunday August 
27, 2017 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. Several awards will be handed out to deserving volunteers of the year – please see 
the VRC article for a list of the awards. And please mark the date on your calendar and plan to attend. See details about 
the tea on page 2. 
 I continue to recruit new volunteers, and referrals from many of you who have been with GHHS for many years are 
invaluable. For example, the New Event Committee is looking for volunteers with good creative writing and/or           
theatrical skills (see page 9 for details). Please put the word out to your family and friends who are looking for a       
creditable and great organization to join, by giving them my email address or phone number. I can meet with them to 
discuss their options.  
 I thank all GHHS volunteers for your continued commitment and making yourselves available to help at all events in 
the House when the need arises. Enjoy your summer and be safe as you travel. 
 
 wŜōŜŎŎŀ hǝǘƻƧǳΣ GHHS Volunteer Coordinator 

  
 
 
 

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart. ~               

Elizabeth Andrew  
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Dickens’ Yuletide Singers 
Join us for our Christmas Concert 

 
 

 
 
 

in the Ballroom at Government House 
 Saturday, December 9, 2017 and  

Sunday, December 10, 2017      
Concerts begin each day at                     

1:00pm and 3:00pm 
Reserve tickets will be available on    

November 1st    
by calling 306-584-5721 or 306-584-0745 

 Silver Collection 

 
Government House Historical Society 

Invites you to 
The Seventh Annual Black Tie Auction Event 

to be held on 
Thursday, October 19, 2017, at 5:30 pm 

at 
Government House, 4607 Dewdney Avenue, 

Regina. 
The evening will commence with a          

Champagne Reception and a delicious         
selection of hot and cold Hors d’oeuvres. 

Music provided by Bliss and Sax will add to           
your enjoyment. 

Many wonderful, unusual and rare items will 
be available to Buy It Now, bid on at the     

Silent Auction or preview for the                
Live Auction. 

Our Guest Artist will be Andrew Meredith. 
Tickets, which cost $100.00, ($90.00 for 

GHHS  members), 
are available for purchase in advance from 

Iris Sirke, Phone: (306)586-9760, or 
e-mail: isirke@accesscomm.ca 

Dickensô Yuletide Singers 

Jocko’s Friends 
 On May 28, 2017 Jocko's Friends hosted a "Once   Upon a 
Time" event at Government House. The museum went back 
into time and 17 of Jocko's young friends had a chance to 
meet and talk to characters who were part of the history of 
Government House.   
 Upon arrival at the event the children were invited to 
decorate gift bags until all of the registered guests were        
present. The children were then provided a 'passport' where 
they were able to keep track of who they visited with. In the 
museum the children were able to visit with actors or        
volunteers who were dressed in period costume. The       
characters included Queen Victoria, George Watt, LG       
Amedee Forget, Mme. Henriette Forget. Other characters          
included; The Governess, The Maid and Howie, the ghost! In 
small groups the children were able to hear about the roles 
of each of the characters, and then had the chance to ask 
questions of them. Although initially shy, the children were 
soon quick to ask questions of each of the characters.    
 When the children had met all of the characters, they 
were all invited to have a snack and tea in the Sir Richard 
Lake Room. As they left the event, the children were         
presented with their gift bags filled with a small treat. The 
event was a great success. 
 The Jocko's Friends committee would like the thank the 
actors for their professional skills and ability to respond to 
the children’s questions, the Commissionaires for their      
assistance in our events, and thanks to the GH Volunteers 
that Rebecca is able to coordinate to help with food        
preparation. This has been very helpful to the committee as 
it allows us to focus on the activities with the children. 
 Our next event is scheduled for September 23, 2017. 
Planning for this fall event has been initiated and the            
committee will meet at the end of August.  
  
YŀǊŜƴ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΣ Chair- Jockos Friends Committee 

Eva Wasserle and 
Anna Janiikova 



 

The Society Times           5           Summer 2017 

Opening of the Canada 150 Feature Exhibit. 

     The opening event for the Canada 150 feature exhibit , /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ 5ŀȅ мΣ took place on Thursday, May 18, 2017 in the 
Henry Newlands Ballroom at Government House. Following a brief introduction by Carrie Ross, Executive Director of 
Government House, the Honourable Christine Tell, Minister of Central Services, Minister responsible for the Provincial 
Capital Commission and Minister responsible for the Saskatchewan Gaming Corporation spoke to those present. 
     Rebecca Otitoju, our GHHS Volunteer Coordinator and herself an immigrant from Nigeria, then made a brilliant 
presentation in which her humor shone through. Her husband, James, had come to Canada at an earlier date, and 
Rebecca then made the difficult decision to leave her children in the care of relatives in Nigeria and to join him in   
Canada. Her description of her arrival in Canada was most amusing, but she continued to speak with feeling about the 
cultural differences to which new immigrants are subjected.  As can be seen from the photograph of Rebecca and 
James with most of their children, taken in the conservatory, Government House, the family was eventually reunited! 
     The guests then visited the exhibit, which is in the space formerly occupied by Coquette’s Gift Shop.  /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ 5ŀȅ м 
is a multimedia, interactive exhibit which explores the experiences of newcomers to Canada, from Confederation in 
1867 to the present day. It details their first day of arrival, what and who they left behind, the people they met along 
the way, and the challenges they faced and overcame to make Canada their new home.   
     This exhibit is a mini, travelling version of a larger exhibit at the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 in  
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada produced the exhibits in partnership with the  
Canadian Museum of Immigration as a legacy project for Canada’s 150th anniversary, supported by the Royal  Bank of   
Canada Foundation. 
     The /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ 5ŀȅ м exhibit at Government House (GH) incorporates text, images, artifacts and video to recount new   
Canadians’ journeys and first experiences in Canada. Visitors can use an iPad to select and play the stories of eight 
newcomers to the province of Saskatchewan. 
     The /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ 5ŀȅ м exhibit can be seen until September 4, 2017,at Government House, which is open daily from 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm during the summer. 
 
!ƴƴ DǊŀƘŀƳŜΣ  co-editor. 

The Honourable Christine Tell 

Carrie Ross, Executive Director, GH 

Rebecca Otitoju with some of her family members 

Chad Debert standing by     
part of the display 
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 Information update  

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
 

       Like us on  
 

PHONE: 
306-787-5363 

 
FAX: 

306-787-5714 
 

E-MAIL: 
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 

ann.grahame@accesscomm.ca 
 

Newsletter Committee and          
Editorial Team: 
Ann Grahame 

Rebecca Otitoju 
Gayle White 

 
Information Update: 

Have you moved to a different    
address or changed your email? 

Please call:                                                     
306-787-5363 or email                    

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with your new information 

 

 

Photo credits and resources: 

Ann Grahame,  Carolyn Speirs 
Robert Thompson,  

Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier) 
 
 

Deadline for submission             
to The Society Times       

October 6, 2017 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller  

A Note from the Newsletter Committee/Editorial Team 

 This summer issue has news about so many great events.       
Without volunteers, these events would not take place!   Speaking 
of  volunteers, our Committee would like one or two more volun-
teers. We especially need people who could take photos of our 
members and volunteers at the various events in the House. If you 
are interested, please talk to our co-editors, Ann Grahame or        
Rebecca Otitoju, to find out how this could work. 
 And just a reminder, that if you prefer your newsletter in paper 
form, there is an annual charge of $10 for four Issues each year. 
Please contact Rebecca to set that up. 
 

DŀȅƭŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ Assistant Editor 

Volunteer Tea & Awards 

All GHHS Volunteers are invited  

To attend 2017 Volunteer Tea 

In the Ball Room on 

Sunday August 27, 2017 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 

RSVP by August 20, 2017  

Email:  rebecca@govhousesociety.ca  

Phone: 306-787-5363  Text: 501-0744 

mailto:rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

