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Important Notice: Due to
increased mailing costs, there
is now an annual charge of
$10.00 to receive a paper
copy of The Society Times
sent by mail.

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

President’s Message
Welcome to Canada's 152nd
year. Justice was done to the
celebrations at the Lieutenant
Governor's July 1st picnic. The
grounds and the House were filled
with families enjoying themselves.
Kudos to the Collectibles ladies
who set up an amazing display of
treasures in Sir Richard Lake Hall.
How happy were they when told
by Mr. Wonderful (Christopher
Dove) that there was no need to
pack up at the end of the day
since the next event scheduled for
Sheila Carson receiving her Dedicated Service
that room was the July Victorian
award at the Volunteer Appreciation Tea
Tea!!?? Bonnie Racz, Tea Room
Co-ordinator and Jacqueline Wight, Ballroom Co-ordinator joined Monique Goffinet
-Miller and myself for the early morning CTV television show on July 3rd. The
segments were not long but a great deal of information was packed into each of
them. Host Alex Brown knew just what to ask.
The Board, and especially our volunteer co-ordinator Rebecca Otitoju, are very
excited to announce that the filming for a DVD about our Historical Society,
Government House, the Office of the Lieutenant Governor and the Government
House Foundation will take place on July 9th. This is being done by Access Communications. They will provide copies of the disc to us and will show the programs on
their channel from time to time. A wonderful opportunity to bring the well-kept
secret of Government House and its partners to the attention of the viewers. It
continues to amaze me that so many locals are unaware of the beautiful heritage
treasure that is theirs to visit and enjoy all year round. The grounds are very
inviting at this time of year and the perfect spot for a quiet family picnic.
Congratulations to all the volunteers recognized at the recent Appreciation
Event on June 25th. A very special thank you for all you do to Ronda
Schmalenberg, recipient of the President's Award and Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre,
recipient of the Marge Ewart-Betty Westmoreland Award. The volunteer
contribution of these two ladies is amazing. Thank you so much!
Enjoy these wonderful summer days.
Sheila Carson, President – GHHS
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Message from Government House
The Edwardian Gardens are fragrant, the birds are singing, and the events at Government House
are heating up with the addition of a new program. This August long weekend, August 4th , 5th , and
6th, our talented Visitor Experience Hosts will perform the first ever If These Walls Could Talk. The
Hosts are busy researching and writing monologues depicting the stories of the House throughout its
many evolutions. This is the first year of this Government House-led vignette-style program. If you
are a performer or would like to volunteer for a portion of the weekend, please let Rebecca know.
The June 30th Not Who but Watt tour entertained over 40 visitors to the gardens. The stories of the
gardens’ humble beginnings delighted attendees of all ages. This presentation will be repeated on
July 28 and August 25th at 2pm, so please place it in your calendar. It is our hope to expand each of
our visitor’s experience to include the beautiful 8.5 acres of this Provincial Heritage Property.
Monique welcomed
guests to Government
Working with the GHHS over the last year has been a fantastic experience of collaborative
partnership. I thank each of you for your many contributions to Government House. I hope that House on Canada Day
my love for this property and my passion to serve the Society and the people of Saskatchewan is evident to you. I look
forward to another great year ahead as we preserve, promote and enhance Government House as a public heritage site
together.
Monique Goffinet Miller, Director, Government House

For more information about the Building our Foundation please call
306-787-5204 or email Jefferson at Jefferson.Wourms@gov.sk.ca
New Research Room Update
I have met with a few volunteers and they are excited to embark on this new adventure with me. We have identified
several small projects that can begin right away. We plan to keep things fun and interesting and would welcome many
more to join what we are now calling the “Collection Club.” The Club will have three main areas of interest, research
projects, photo identification projects, and working directly with the Museum’s collection.
Everyone loves looking through old photos and reminiscing, and we have plenty of photos for your to enjoy. There are
several interesting research topics that volunteers can help us with. We also have a few future exhibit ideas that may be
of interest. Your discoveries may even lead to other fun side projects. If you like leaving no stone unturned, I’m sure there
is a topic for you.
Contact Rebecca as soon as possible if you are interested in joining the Collection Club, we will be happy to have you
help in any way.
Chad Debert, Assistant Manager
The Society Times
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!
I always look forward to summer because I enjoy the warmer weather and the longer days for driving when travelling.
So, as you head out to different places for the summer, enjoy the scenery and the entire trip – whether vacationing in
different parts of the world or visiting family and friends.
Summer is also a busy season at Government House. We started off with the third annual Volunteer Appreciation Tea,
which was held on Saturday June 23rd. In 2017, GHHS volunteers worked 7,651 hours which is an equivalent of $83,855 if
paid at minimum wage. Despite the two events (summer auction and the Christmas market) that were retired in 2017,
recording over seven thousand hours still reflected your hard work for a cause you considered worthy and at the same
time, enjoyable. During the appreciation tea, eleven volunteers received different awards, see pages 7 - 8. Congratulations to all award recipients and thank you so much to all GHHS volunteers for your continued support and willingness to
make yourselves available to help during different events in the House.
We have a wealth of knowledge and experience in those volunteers who have been with the Society for many years.
We need to tap into this knowledge by asking these volunteers to share their experience and to help to train others. This
training is not to necessarily take over from them now, but to provide people who could easily and quickly step in
temporarily if such a need should arise.
Enjoy your summer and have a safe travel time.
Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
On June 23, 2018 the Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC) hosted our third annual Volunteer Tea to appreciate
all GHHS volunteers. We had another successful event this year with fifty-seven volunteers in attendance. Eleven
received different awards (see pages 7 - 8 for more information and pictures of award recipients).
In May, several GHHS alumni attended the tea as honoured guests in appreciation of the times that they had volunteered with the Society. I was privileged to attend this event and I met with four alumni who attended. One thing that
was evident when visiting with the alumni was their appreciation for being remembered for their contributions to the
Society. I met one of the volunteers while waiting to attend the second sitting with an alumna. Jacqueline sat us with
two tea guests, one of whom, in the course of our conversation revealed that she had volunteered in the Once Upon a
Time Room many years ago. I consulted with Jacqueline and she was not charged for the tea.
Our tea guests continued to appreciate the exceptional service provided by our GHHS volunteers. I would like to
thank the following volunteers who received positive comments from the tea guests: Lorna Pederson, Jacqueline
Wight, Shirley Young, Doreen Patel, Lorna Bingaman, Trudy Natyshak and Robin Brockett. I would also like to thank the
kitchen and set-up volunteers, and all those who work in the background to make the tea a memorable event for all
our guests.
If you have any questions or comments about the VRC, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC Committee

Award Recipients
A special congratulation to all GHHS Volunteers and the recipients of various awards during the Volunteer
appreciation tea on June 23, 2018.
Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland
Annual Volunteer Service Award
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre
President’s Award
Ronda Schmalenberg

Dedicated Service Award
Sheila Carson
Ann Grahame
Leona Howe
Bonnie Racz
Ronda Schmalenberg
Iris Sirke

Loyal Service Award
Lorna Bingaman
Kevin Gooding
Nettie Uhren
Jacqueline Wight

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless –
Sherry Anderson
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Victorian Tea Room
Summer, already. It wouldn’t be Saskatchewan without a comment on the
weather and the season. This is especially fitting since on July 3rd Monique
Goffinet Miller, the Director of Government House, arranged with CTV Live
Regina segments on the morning program about our wonderful House, the
beautiful grounds, and things a visitor could do at Government House during
the summer.
Our president Sheila Carson, and Jaqueline Wight, the Tea Room coordinator were featured. I was included and had a chance to speak about the food
we serve at our Victorian Teas. Rhubarb, now in high season, was the highlight.
Jaqueline emphasized our wonderful volunteers and Sheila spoke of the events
that GHHS puts on to bring visitors to the House. Our Victorian Teas are truly
the signature event of the Society, and the House! I thank all of you who make
the Victorian Teas such a success.

Bonnie Racz receiving her Dedicated
Service award at the Volunteer
Appreciation Tea

Bonnie Racz, Coordinator for Victorian Tea Room

2018 Christmas Tea Ticket
Draw
Forms will be available from
September 1, 2018
In person from the Commissionaires at
Government House or on our
Website: www.govhousesociety.ca

Hillary and Doreen Patel, mother and daughter

Dickens’ Yuletide Singers
Join us for our Christmas Concert

Request must be returned
by October 1, 2018
to Government House Historical Society
4607 Dewdney Avenue, Regina, SK
S4T 1B7
Attention: Bonnie - Christmas Tea

in the Ballroom at Government House
Saturday, December 8, 2018 and
Sunday, December 9, 2018
Concerts begin each day at 1:00pm and
3:00pm
Reserve tickets will be available on
November 1st
by calling: Lois Pinno 306-584-0745 or

The draw for tickets will be on
October 3, 2018

Important Notice
Starting with the Fall Edition of The Society Times,
the GHHS Junior members’ newsletter, Monkey
Business will be sent out with the GHHS Newsletter. All Jocko’s Friends and their parents will
receive The Society Times by email

Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre 306-949-6906
Silver Collection
The Society Times
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Collectibles Committee
The Collectibles Committee was very busy preparing for the Canada Day Celebration at Government House, so they
even recruited some of our youngest volunteers to help polish silver and clean brass. The donations to Government
House are overwhelming and so greatly appreciated. The co-chairs greatly appreciate all the volunteers who have
helped to make the Collectibles Sales tables such a success. We also want to thank the tea room ladies and their
volunteers for the wonderful comments and awesome snacks. Many thanks to Rebecca, who at the last second can find
us the perfect volunteer for a whole weekend. A huge and heartfelt thank you to the volunteers who helped out the
Collectibles Committee, you were essential in making the Canada Day Collectibles Sale a success. We hope to see you
again.
After July 1st, we were fortunate to be able to leave our collectibles tables standing ready for the Tea weekend on
July 7th and 8th. It saved us many hours of work and loading and carrying. And in return, we received many positive
comments from all of the volunteers and some of the tea regulars on this weekend – they loved the huge display of
items and wished we could do it every Tea weekend. Items kept flying off the tables and into people’s bags!
The Collectibles Committee has some new ideas coming up, so please stay tuned.

1

Ronda Schmalenberg, Co-chair.

Important Notice
All Jocko’s Friends
are invited to:

Claire Thorseth at the
jewelry table

Pat Taylor and Lynn Ridgway
helping at one of the collectible
tables on Canada Day

Meet Saskatchewan’s new Lieutenant
Governor, His Honour,
The Honourable W. Thomas Molloy

Saturday September 22, 2018
1.00pm- 3.00pm

2

Government House

Edward Willett, the author,
with the second edition of our
book; Government House
Regina Saskatchewan: An
Illustrated History, which is
still available for purchase

Please RSVP to:
jockos@govhousesociety.ca or
phone 306-787-5363
by Monday September 17, 2018

Shirley Gerlock selling
Anniversary Tea and
History books

5
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Heather Cline Biography

Save the Date
Government House Historical Society
4607 Dewdney Avenue, Regina
Presents the

8th Annual Black Tie Auction
Thursday, October 18, 2018
5:30 pm Champagne Reception
Silent Auction and Hors-d’oeuvres
7:00 pm Live Auction
Featured Artist: Heather Cline
Tickets: $100 with a $40.00 tax receipt
Contacts: Iris Sirke at: (306) 539-3644
isirke@accesscomm.ca
Charlene Balion at: (306) 585-9776
chardae@sasktel.net

Nadine Johnson pouring wine, 2017

www.govhousesociety.ca

Display of live auction items at the 2017 Black Tie Auction
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Heather Cline is a mixed media
artist based in Regina, Saskatchewan.
Since completing her MFA at the
University of Saskatchewan in 2001,
Heather has been exploring
narratives around place and personal
history. She has participated in
multiple group exhibitions, with solo
exhibitions at the Robert McLaughlin
Gallery (Oshawa, ON), the Mendel
Art Gallery in Saskatoon, and regional
exhibition centers throughout
Western Canada. Heather’s work can
be found in many public and private
collections, including the Colart
Collection, the Remai Modern and
the Saskatchewan Legislature Building. Heather has a keen interest in
community engagement and art
education. In 2014 she received the
Saskatchewan Lieutenant Governor’s
Arts Award: Arts & Learning for her
work as the Artist Manager of the
‘Live’ Arts program. Currently,
Heather is an instructor at the
University of Regina. You can view
some of Heather’s artwork at:
heathercline.ca Heather is
represented by Slate Fine Art Gallery
at http://www.slategallery.ca in
Regina, and The Gallery/Art Placement in Saskatoon at http://
www.artplacement.com/gallery/
index.php .
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Award Recipients

Top left: Jacqueline Wight receiving her Loyal Service Award
Top right: Lorna Bingaman receiving her Loyal Service Award
Centre left: Volunteers enjoying their tea
Bottom left: Sharon Cross entertained volunteers at the piano
Bottom right: Ronda Schmalenberg receiving the President’s
Award. She also received a Dedicated Service Award
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The Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland Annual Service Award
In the past the recipient of this award was a carefully guarded secret. Last year the decision was made to tell the
recipient ahead of time. Not too many other people were told so I shall attempt to keep you guessing.

It is surprisingly difficult to prepare something to describe the contribution of a person who has been involved with
just about every event or project that GHHS has ever done.

Our recipient has been a volunteer of the Society for 20 years. That means of course that she was here for the
laying of at least one of the cornerstones for this heritage site - I leave it to you to figure out which one. She has
been a Society member since 2000. She began her relationship, as many at that time did, by volunteering at the
Victorian Teas. The tea was about the only event we had at the time so no surprise there. She began at the back
landing - certainly not the most glamorous of places but perhaps one of the more essential. A downwardly
progression has seen her arrive below stairs to the kitchen.

She possesses many kitchen skills but her strength is ham sandwiches. Her skill is such, and her previous
experience as a teacher so valuable an asset that new volunteers are often assigned to ham sandwich detail as their
first kitchen duty.

She is also able to de-skin, debone and chop a cooked chicken while discovering that she is not the only woman
who refuses to drive the car when her husband is present. You will all be familiar with the reasons for that.

She was the long-time and long suffering Membership director from 2004 to 2011. Those of you who have or are
serving in this capacity understand the long suffering aspect of it.

She served as President of the Society from 2011 to 2012 and received the Sovereign`s Medal for Volunteers from
Lieutenant Governor Solomon Schofield and The Earl and Countess of Wessex in 2016.

If you ever need attractive and informative price tags ourHer
recipient
is your go to woman. She did a beautiful job of
Majesty
“Queen Victoria”
this for two years for the Christmas Market no doubt constantly
asking herself "Why can it not be in July instead of
December?"

She remembers the Old Fashioned Family Picnic and the Children's Christmas Shopping day. It is fortunate for us
that though both these projects are now retired, she has not.

Her time today is spent in the kitchen for the teas and assisting with the Dickens Yuletide Singers to name the two
most time consuming events with which she is involved.

Her greatest accomplishment and I believe her greatest love, was the creation of a junior membership for the
Society and from that the creation of Jocko`s Friends. She served as Chair of Jocko's Friends from 2008 to 2013 and
was the editor of their newsletter Monkey Business.
C'est avec le plus grand plaisir que je présent le prix de bénévolat Marge Ewart-Betty Westmoreland a ma chere
amie Elaine Giroux Sylvestre.

GHHS President, Sheila Carson’s speech when presenting the Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland award to
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre

Left: Elaine saying “Thank You.”

Above: Elaine & Roger
Right: Elaine receiving her award
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SHHHH!
New Event Committee

The Government House Historical Society Board approved the motion to gift the Roaring 20’s Mystery
Murder Event idea to the Government House Foundation to use as their annual signature event to help with
the Capital Fundraising Plan to improve the northeast corner of the Government House grounds.
Charlene Balion, Chair.

Old-fashioned Victorian Christmas
at Government House
Friday, December 14, 2018

Message from the Newsletter Committee
July 1st was a great success at Government House,
and now summer is in full swing. As you can see from
our other newsletter articles, many interesting things
are happening at Government House this summer. The
more publicity we can get, and the more visitors we can
attract, will help to keep Government House in the
forefront of people’s minds as a tourist destination.
Therefore, we hope that you, our readers, will publicize
the pleasures of visiting the House. Please remind
friends and neighbours that they don’t need to attend
the Victorian Tea in order to enjoy the Collectibles Sale –
it is open to everyone. We wish you all a happy summer.

Watch for details on Government House website
www.governmenthouse@gov.sk.ca and in the next
newsletter
Come and enjoy historical Christmas traditions such
as horse-drawn wagon rides, caroling, create a
decoration, refreshments and a visit from Santa.
You can also tour the Amédée Forget Museum.
Admission is free and everyone is encouraged to
attend. In the true spirit of Christmas, items for the
food bank are welcome. See you there!

Gayle White, Assistant Editor

Reminder from
Jocko
to all Jocko’s Friends
to attend the September 22, 2018
event.
See page 5 for details
Jocko’s Friends at the Volunteer Appreciation Tea
The Society Times
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Contact us
GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7
We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on
PHONE:
306-787-5363

FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
ann.grahame@accesscomm.ca
Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Ann Grahame
Rebecca Otitoju
Gayle White

Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information
Information update

Canada Day Celebrations, 2018
Canada Day, July 1, 2018, was warm and sunny,
but very windy. The Government House Historical
Society’s Collectibles Committee had set up a large
and enticing display of vintage items, jewelry,
linens, art, and other collectibles for sale in the Sir
Richard Lake Hall, and business was brisk throughout the afternoon. The tireless volunteers included
Ronda Schmalenberg, Nettie Uhren, Elaine A.
Miller, Claire Thorseth, Ray and Marlene
Buitenhuis, Janice Routley, Susan Hogarth, Iris
Sirke, Pat Taylor, Sylvia Waliduda, Carol Lewis
and Lynn Ridgway. Our book, “Government House,
Regina, Saskatchewan an Illustrated History” and
packets of Government House Anniversary Tea
were also available; that table was initially “staffed”
by Shirley Gerlock, and later by Linda Robertson.
The holiday atmosphere was enhanced by the guitar performance in the lobby.
The Regina Riot played on the main stage which had been set up on the Ceremonial
Circle, and volunteers were circulating to hand out flags, pinwheels, pins and suckers,
whilst popcorn was available, and lemonade was being served under the Portico!
The participants in the KAOS Dogsports on the Northwest Lawn showed amazing speed
and agility. There was a Bouncy Castle, bubble-blowing, and face-painting, and a new
attraction this year was the petting zoo, (where your co-editor was butted by a small
goat)! The cricket on the west lawn was very popular.
Sabeen Ahmed from CTV was MC. His Honour the Honourable W. Thomas Molloy,
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan spoke to the assembled guests, and then mingled
with the crowd to meet and greet as many of the attendees as possible. Alex Brown, also
from CTV, sang O! Canada. There was a fly-past by two Canadian Forces CF 18 jets
from CFB Cold Lake, Alberta. In fact, they later flew overhead at low altitude twice more!
These formal proceedings were followed by an incredible Hoop Dance performed by
Terrance Littletent, and then Les Barricades played on the main stage.
New this year were the princesses, who posed with the children in the Memorial Garden.
Anna, from Frozen, and Ariel, from The Little Mermaid, were later relieved by Snow
White, and Belle, from Beauty and the Beast. There was also a demonstration by staff
from the Saskatchewan Science Centre, which drew a large crowd.
Ann Grahame, co-editor

Photo credits and resources:
Ann Grahame,
Iris Sirke
Beth Teskey
Robert Thompson
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Alone we can do so little;
Together we can do so much

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
October 5, 2018

- Helen Keller
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