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Important Notice: Due to
increased mailing costs, there
is now an annual charge of
$10.00 to receive a paper
copy of The Society Times
sent by mail.

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

President’s Message
It was not quite as exciting as the
launch of one of our astronauts to the
Space Station, but the August 31st
launch of our NEW WEBSITE was pretty
exciting. Sincere thanks to our own
Rebecca and to Brandon Wu of Strategy
Lab for the wonderful work they did to
create a fresh look and a more userfriendly website for the Society.
Government House has also launched
GHHS President Sheila Carson with
their new website and the two are
her husband, George at an event in
linked with one another and with the
Government House
Lieutenant Governor's site. As soon as the
Foundation site is completed, it will join the group. This is still a work in progress
and we welcome any suggestions you may have after visiting the site. Websites
always make a great deal of sense to those creating them but not always to those
using them. This is for you. Let us know if it does not work well for you and we shall
work together on improvements.
The annual events of the Society are drawing to a close for this year. Black Tie
was Thursday, October 18th; the Christmas tea is December 1st and 2nd (all sold
out and the pudding is made!); Jocko's celebrates Christmas December 15th. We
can then all sit back, breathe a sigh of relief and take some well-deserved time off!
With regret, due to unexpected circumstances, the Dickens Yuletide Singers have
had to cancel their December 2018 performances at Government House.
Our events function smoothly because of the dedicated hard work of the
volunteers for each event. Most of them have been with the event for more years
than they wish to think about. Event chairs are always willing, and indeed eager, to
train their replacements. If you are interested in shadowing an event chair to find
out just how it is done, please let them know. The opportunity to learn before
doing is invaluable, and succession planning is essential if we are to continue. Every
event chair has put his or her unique mark on the event but only the first ones to
host an event had to start from nothing. The groundwork is laid but the freshness
which new leadership brings is always welcomed and beneficial for the event
Enjoy our autumn, or early winter as the case may be, take a pumpkin carving
course, dress up in a crazy costume on Halloween (or whenever!), get your
Christmas shopping done early, and please get your flu shot - we benefit from 'herd
immunity'!
Sheila Carson, President – GHHS
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Message from Government House
As the old saying goes, “Time flies when you’re having fun!” It is difficult to
believe the summer of 2018 has already come and gone. The grounds of
Government House saw an increase in visitation throughout the warmer
months thanks to our new interactive tour program, If These Walls Could Talk.
If These Walls Could Talk welcomed 600 visitors over the August
long-weekend with our Visitor Experience Hosts bringing history to life through
storytelling. We were very honored to be able to tell the story of the Society
for the Preservation of Saskatchewan House (now GHHS) as a prominent part of
the welcome at the front door of the museum. The script read, “Within these
four walls are the stories of yesterday, and it is with great thanks to the GHHS
that these walls still remain to house these stories.” 222 people attended to
Miller and his wife Monique Goffinet
hear the stories of the unexplained at Government House on October 25th, and Dean
Miller,
Manager of Government House, at
many returned on October 30th for Bump in the Night with 1567 visitors over a
the 2018 Black Tie Auction
three hour span.
The House would like to recognize our partnership with the GHHS as we announce that a donation has been made by
your board to complete the restoration of the museum’s player piano. Work will take months to complete and will unfortunately not be finished before this year’s Old-fashioned Victorian Christmas event on December 14th. However, this
investment will ensure this artifact will be playing for years to come in the halls of the House. Thank you for all that you
do to preserve heritage in our community.
Visit our new website, www.governmnethousesk.ca, to find out more exciting things coming this season and to find
the link to the GHHS site.
Monique Goffinet Miller, Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens

Government House Art Show
“In 1977, a photo club was the dream of a few individuals in Regina with
a common interest in sharing their photographic experiences and skills. The
group met at Molson House, a local Regina brewery at the time. In
December, 1977 an interim executive steering committee was formed with
Bill Inglis as the President. The other members were Jim Cousins, Linda
Leary, Mike Manett, Jerry Bien and Jim Heshka.”
The photos are breath taking, stunning and beautiful. Our own Shirley
Gerlock is a member of the photo club and has a couple of her photos on
display. The cameras on display are reminder of technological advancement
in this area. Stop by and see for yourself!

Indigenous Perspectives
Len Yee

Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor

Trafalgar Fountain
Shirley Gerlock

Katepwa Lake - Morning Bliss
John Criton
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O Christmas Tree
Julie Toppings

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!
Summer went so fast that I wondered if we had any this year! Regardless of that cold air and the few days of nice
weather, I hope you enjoyed the summer and that those who travelled had a wonderful time as well.
Recently we had the Black Tie Auction evening, which turned out to be a successful event. I hope that all the
committee members and volunteers are now well rested. I want to say Thank You to all GHHS volunteers and
Government House staff who helped to make the auction night a success.
Coming up, we have the Christmas decorating of the House, the December Christmas Tea, the Old-Fashioned
Christmas event and the Dickens Yuletide Singers Concerts. The kitchen volunteers are well into preparing the Christmas
tea treats and delicacies. With these events on the way, it almost seems like a full year of events happening in a few
weeks, however, I have the assurance that these events will come and go successfully because of the GHHS committed
volunteers who are up to the task. I cannot thank you enough for all you do to preserve, promote and enhance
Government House as a public heritage site.
Even though 2019 is some months away, I would like to remind you of the annual Volunteer Workshop in March (due
to scheduling issues workshop was moved to March instead of February). Please watch for details on this event in the
next newsletter, but start making plans to attend. The workshop will be slightly different from the previous years because
we are planning to bring in a guest speaker who will address an important aspect that affects volunteers.
In the coming months I hope that you make time to visit Government House to enjoy the heritage building you are
working very hard to preserve. Keep warm and enjoy each day during the seasons ahead of us. I wish you all the best as
we celebrate Christmas and the New Year. Thank you!
Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
As VRC members continue to deliberate on matters that affect all volunteers in terms of appreciation, it is
important to mention a few things for the benefit of our new volunteers. During each information session, new
volunteers read and sign the Volunteer Policy. In the policy, all volunteers agreed to find an area of interest to
volunteer in and to respect to one another. Our goal is to make your experience as a volunteer memorable. If at any
time you feel otherwise, please inform the chair of the committee you are volunteering for immediately or contact
me directly.
I am very thankful that you are recommending GHHS as an organization to join to your family and friends.
Please refer such people to our website to complete the volunteer form or give them my number to call so I can
arrange to get them a form to complete. It is important that all new volunteers attend an information session and
sign the Volunteer Policy before they start volunteering.
Some of our tea volunteers received commendation from the tea guests for their exceptional services. I
want to say ‘thank you’ to the following volunteers who received such a comment from our tea guests: Sharon
Hurst, Lynn Ridgway, Barb Binnie, Janette Richardson, Robin Brockett, Dianne Emmins, Jacqueline Wight, Shirley
Young, Eileen Hutton, Carol Johnston, Trish Reiss, Nadine Johnson, Doreen Patel, and Lucja Sycko. In one of the
comment cards, the tea guest Marilyn Sandercock wrote this about our tea volunteers; “A big thanks to everyone.
Cary Piller my aunt is 90 first time here - could not believe the service and beauty of the House.” It is truly, “A big
thanks to everyone” because everyone contributed to the memorable experience of the tea guests whether you are
at the forefront or behind the scenes.
In September, several GHHS alumni attended the tea as honoured guests in appreciation of the times that
they had volunteered with the Society. It was a great time and I enjoyed my visit with them as I listened to their
experiences and thanked them for all they did when they were volunteering.
I thank all GHHS volunteers for your commitment to GHHS mission. If you have any questions or comments
about VRC, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC Committee

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless –
The Society Times
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Sherry Anderson

Victorian Tea Room
October has arrived (with snow already, but hey! This is
Saskatchewan!) and I am pleased to report that our Christmas Puddings
for the Christmas Tea have been made and packaged, and are in the
freezer ready to serve at the Christmas Tea. Thank you to the volunteers
who helped make the puddings and package them – they included
ballroom volunteers as well as “kitchen ladies”.
The Christmas Tea draw has been done; the menu has been planned and
testing of the recipes chosen is almost complete. Thank you to all the
volunteers who make our teas such a wonderful experience. Many of our
guests express appreciation for the work our volunteers put into making
our teas so special. I have had this impressed on me again when I have
been making the calls to successful Christmas Tea applicants. To all the
volunteers – Happy Holidays.

Susan Schroeder with Bonnie Racz at the
Black Tie Auction

Bonnie Racz, Coordinator for Victorian Tea

Alumni Appreciation Tea
At the September 8th Victorian tea, GHHS Alumni were invited to tea in appreciation of all they did as GHHS
volunteers. Six Alumni attended the tea. I came to the tea to welcome and to thank them as well. I enjoyed listening to
them share their experiences as volunteers.
Rebecca Otitoju, Volunteer Coordinator

Above - Left: Gladys Watt.
Above - Right: L-R: Fern Robb, Mary Hornung and Edie Cubbon
Left: L-R: Ann Sudom GHHS Life member and Adele Mather
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Collectibles Sales
This past month our committee grew by another dedicated volunteer. We welcome Claire Thorseth, who has
volunteered with us for several years. She has a keen eye and a great sense of humor, she is a perfect fit! We are
now seven ladies who are very excited about the upcoming sales. We have new ideas happening again, but we are
keeping everyone in suspense until January. The early snowfall this month is making us think of Christmas and we
will have many Christmas-related items for the next two sales. Our committee is very thankful to the many people
who donate such wonderful items to us. They are truly awesome! Again, we must thank our volunteers who are
always willing to help out at the sales, their support makes setting up and taking down the sales tables an easier job.
Ronda Schmalenberg/Nettie Uhren, Co-chair

1
Left: Elaine Miller at the
Jewelry table
Right: Nettie Uhren and
Ronda Schmalenberg,
Collectibles Sales Committee Co-chairs

4
2

Some of the Government House staff who helped during the
Black Tie Auction. From the Front: Brenden Branscombe,
Jefferson Wourms (Government House Foundation
3 Lux
Development Officer, attending the Auction), Tommy
and Gareth Evans. Other staff who helped but not in photo:
Cassidy Zacharias and Sarah Vatamaniuck
The Society Times
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Upcoming Events
Old-fashioned Victorian Christmas at
Government House
Friday, December 14, 2018
Visit the Government House website
www.governmenthousesask.ca for
more information.
Come and enjoy historical Christmas
traditions such as horse-drawn wagon rides,
caroling, create a decoration, refreshments
and a visit from Santa. You can also tour the
Amédée Forget Museum. Admission is free
and everyone is encouraged to attend. In the
true spirit of Christmas, items for the food
bank are welcome. See you there!

2019 Tea Dates.
No Victorian Tea January and February
2019
March 2 & 3
April 6 & 7
May 4 & 5
June 1 & 2
July 6 & 7
August 10 & 11
September 7 & 8
October 5 & 6
November 2 & 3
December 7 & 8 Guests selected by ballot

Keep your fork Duke, there's pie!
Members’ Event with His Honour Thomas
Molloy
Saturday, November 24, 2018
in the Ballroom from 1:00 to 3:00 pm

Other Events:

Members Event: Saturday November 24th.


2018 Christmas Tea dates are Saturday
December 1st and Sunday December 2nd.
Introducing Gareth Evans

Please Note:
1. We are having an old fashioned pie social - no need
to bring your own fork!
2. This is a mix and mingle event. There will be raised
tables for eating and some chairs scattered around the
room.

Gareth Evans was recently hired as the new Programming and Visitor
Services Supervisor at Government House, moving from the Heritage
Conservation Branch with the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport.
Gareth grew up on the west coast of British Columbia where winters
never got below 5 degrees Celsius before moving to England for four
years to complete his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in History. After
university, he worked throughout western Canada including a summer at
Fort Edmonton Park as a Costumed Interpreter (dressing up in a wool suit
in 30 degree weather) and an Assistant Manager at North Pacific Cannery
National Historic Site in Prince Rupert. Having never experienced a
winter in Saskatchewan, he foolishly accepted a position in NOVEMBER
of 2014 with the Heritage Conservation Branch. His first experience in Saskatchewan was a minus 50 degree (with the
windchill) day that made him question his sanity for a brief moment but decided to stick it out (the public questioning of his
sanity is still being determined). He’s happy to say he’s now acclimatized to most winter days in Saskatchewan but still holds
the right to complain on days colder than minus 20. Gareth loves new jokes and will freely admit has a quirky sense of humour (as evident in this paragraph).
Gareth is looking forward to meeting many members of the Government House Historical Society and is passionate about
developing strong partnerships wherever possible. He’s eager to work amongst the talented staff at Government House to
deliver great programs and assist the GHHS and Foundation when possible.
The Society Times
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Monkey Business
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members

October 2018 edition

On September 22, the first day of fall, 13 of Jocko’s Friends and their
guests gathered in Sir Richard Lake Hall at Government House to meet His
Honour the Honourable Tom Molloy, Lieutenant Governor of
Saskatchewan.
The afternoon began with a very informative and interesting talk,
Protocol Matters, given by Heather Salloum, the Executive Director and
Private Secretary to His Honour. She then introduced the Aide-de-camp
and explained his role.
His Honour, having celebrated his six-month anniversary as Lieutenant
Governor of Saskatchewan on September 21st, shared his many
experiences of the public events he has attended thus far. He encouraged
everyone, young and old, to volunteer so they can experience the values
and benefits of volunteering. He took time to share the stories about
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre
some of the beautiful keepsakes he has already received. Some of these
gifts were on display at this event for everyone to see. At the conclusion of his talk, two of Jocko’s Friends,
Emily and Ariel presented His Honour with a Jocko as a memento of the day.
Two short videos explaining Her Majesty’s crown were shown prior to the light luncheon served with tea
and lemonade.
Thank you to the committee members, Mallory Coates, Ronda Schmalenberg, Deanna Brown, Carolyn
Thompson and Chad Debert who assisted in various ways to make this event so special. Thank you to the GHHS
volunteers, Lena Shewciw and Dianne Emmins for serving at the luncheon and for helping with the clean-up.
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Chair, Jocko’s Friends Committee

Save the date for
Jocko’s Friends
Christmas Event
Saturday December 15, 2018
1.00pm- 3.00pm

Government House
More information will be sent
out later.
Heather Salloum presenting on Protocol Matters

Did you know…………….
His Honour the Honourable Tom Molloy, Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan, is Saskatchewan’s 22nd
Lieutenant Governor. His Honour has received our nation’s highest order, the Order of Canada. He has
received our province’s highest honour, the Saskatchewan Order of Merit.
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8th Annual Black Tie Auction
Glitz and glamour surrounded the Live and Silent Auctions and the
Buy it Now tables as unique antiques plus vintage and new items were
put on display. Guests mingled with friends and met new acquaintances
as well as dignitaries such as Her Excellency the Right Honourable Julie
Payette, the Governor General of Canada; His Honour the Honourable
Lieutenant Governor Tom Molloy; Dr. Michael Jackson, the Government
House Foundation Chair; The Honourable Ken Cheveldayoff, Minister
responsible for the Provincial Capital Commission; plus MLAs, and city
councilors, while enjoying a champagne reception provided and served
by Francis Kutarna and his wife, Janet.
The Live Auction was riddled with enjoyable jokes as auctioneers Ken
Her Excellency and His Honour admiring the
McDonald and Brad Stenberg encouraged people to remember the good
Government House history book presented to
cause they were supporting. Other great talents of the night were Heather them by the Co-chairs of Black Tie Committee
Cline (feature artist), Jenelle Hinz and Kyle Erhardt (jazz musicians), and
Shannon of Indulgence Catering for the delicate and scrumptious food that was served throughout the evening.
Approximately 60 volunteers participated in putting on a classy event which increased the profile of Government
House as a heritage and historical site. Thank you.
Please take note and appreciate the generosity of the 30 businesses that sponsored the event both financially and
by providing items from their businesses that were auctioned off throughout the evening. The Black Tie committee is
very grateful to all the wonderful people who donated their antique and vintage items as these items will be
cherished by the people who purchased them.
The Black Tie Auction is complementary to Government House as we are all preserving history for future
generations.
Cyndy Findlay, Co-chair and Penny Gurski, Media
Right: Auctioneers in action
during the Black Tie auction

Jenelle Hinz and Kyle Erhardt, Musicians

Black Tie Committee: Standing L-R: Kevin Gooding, Debbie
Rainville, JoAnn Lupastin, Penny Gurski, Iris Sirke, Michelle
Bilan, and Robert Stocks. Sitting L-R: Elayne Bennett Fox
and Cyndy Findlay (Co-chairs)

Guests enjoying the evening with wine
and delicious Hor-d’oeuvres
The Society Times
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Special Thanks to the following
Black Tie Sponsors
Alford Floors and
Interiors (1967) Ltd.
Carlie Hintz
Colin O’Brian Man’s
Shoppe Ltd
CraftWest Sales,
Jason Price
Days Inn,
Regina Airport West
The Diplomat Steakhouse
Dean Renwick Design
Studio
Findlay Law Office
Francis & Janet Kutarna
Globe Theatre
The Hotel Saskatchewan
Infinity Regina Dilawri
Group of Companies
Janes Day Care
And Day Spa
Joe Bastiaansen and
Anita Rollack
Kevin Gooding

Le Macaron Decadent
Desserts and Cafe
Moose Jaw Warriors
OliV Tasting Room
Reality Executives
Diversified, Neal Schaefer
Chad Tameling
The Recovery Room
Upholstery
Regina Camera One
Regina Funeral Home
Regina Symphony
Orchestra
Save on Foods South Albert
Sister’s Stepping Stones
Studio S Fashion House
The Willow on Wascana
Thee Lingerie Shoppe
Toshiba Business
Solutions
Tux and Tails Ltd.
Lorraine Bethell

Lynn Ridgway showing the item being auctioned off

Bill Demyen and Ray Buitenhuis

GHHS thanks the
8 Annual Black Tie Auction
sponsors, donors, volunteers, guests and all those
who contributed to our
success on October 18, 2018
www.govhousesociety.ca
th

Ruby Saini, Lorna Bingaman and Adrian Golbey,
at the registration desk

Left: Heather Cline, Black Tie Featured Artist, and one of her paintings Above:
“Neighbors - Government House”
The Society Times
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Contact us
GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7
We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on
PHONE:
306-787-5363

FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju
Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White
Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
Information update
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information
Photo credits and resources:
Deanna Brown
Ann Grahame
Robert Thompson
Gayle White
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Message from the Newsletter Committee
We are near the end of the year, and the
House events are rolling along as they should.
Here at the Newsletter, we have experienced a
very big change. Our esteemed co-editor,
Ann Grahame, has resigned and moved on to
other things, but fortunately still taking pictures
for use in the newsletter.
Ann was a long-time editor of The Portico,
which was meant for members only. Then, when
Rebecca came on staff and began a Volunteers
Newsletter, it became obvious that there was too
much repetition of information. In 2016, Ann and
Rebecca sat down and began the huge task of
Thank you Ann!
inventing a new newsletter – the one you are reading
right now. The Board decided to name it The Society Times, and it has served us
well as a newsletter for both members and volunteers (many of whom are
members too).
Ann has long been a “go-to person” for many situations that have arisen in
the life of GHHS. Her considerable knowledge and experience have often been
life-lines for many working for the Historical Society, and has certainly been a
great boon to us on the Newsletter Committee.
Her comments on the importance of having good
photos for the newsletter will guide our photo
selections when preparing the newsletter. We
shall miss her personal knowledge of so many
people’s names and past positions, and her great
knowledge of protocol, among other things.
And of course, life moves on. So, we welcome
a new member on the Newsletter Committee,
Jennifer Thompson, who has agreed to be an
Assistant Editor. Jennifer is also a new Board
member, and you may have caught sight of her
working in the kitchen on Tea-Fridays. Welcome,
Jennifer, we are so glad to have you with us.
Welcome Jennifer!
Rebecca Otitoju, Gayle White, Co-Editors.

Congratulations to Ann Grahame
who was nominated for a Senior Citizens Education
Award. Well-deserved Ann!

Alone we can do so little;
Together we can do so much

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
January 4, 2019

- Helen Keller
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