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President’s Message
It seems like it was only yesterday that I
sat down to write my last report for The
Society Times. But it must have been longer
than that. I seem to recall Christmas and
New Year going by, and now we are in mid
January. Remember how we always wanted
time to pass more quickly when we were
teenagers? What were we thinking!?!?
Plans are already underway for the
Society events of 2019. Indeed, budget
proposals need to be on the agenda for the
upcoming January Board meeting. Nothing
Sheila Carson with Elaine Girouxgives quite the same feeling of planning as
Sylvestre at the Volunteer
Appreciation event
preparing a budget!
It was with great regret that the Dickens
Yuletide Singers informed us that they would not be able to present their wonderful Christmas concerts at Government House in 2018. They hope to be back to full
health and number in 2019. We look forward to welcoming them back.
Rebecca is already making plans for the annual Volunteer Workshop to be held
in March this year. The focus and format of the workshop will be changing, and
promises to be both interesting and helpful. Details will be shared as the plans are
confirmed. Stay tuned and plan to attend.
The New Events Committee is about to spring into action once again. It is the
hope of Chair Charlene Balion and the committee that plans can be made for a
special event for our members and the guests that we hope our members would
like to invite. Planning events always takes time and volunteers. If you think you
would like to be part of planning a new event please let Charlene know by sending
a message via the website e-mail or by calling the office and alerting Rebecca who
will pass the message on.
Enjoy what remains of winter. I fear there may be quite a bit still to come!
Somehow when it is sunny it is not quite as bad! Happy 2019.

Sheila Carson, President – GHHS
Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

Government House Historical Society
has been nominated for the 2018 Tourism
Saskatchewan Fred Heal Tourism
Ambassador Award. Read more about this
nomination on page 6
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Message from Government House
As we reflect on the successes of 2018, our team recognizes how much we
value our partnership with the GHHS. The freshly created Collections Committee
now meets regularly to work on historical projects in our new Research Room.
Your President, the afternoon tea Committee Chair, the Kitchen-Ladies Leader
and I woke up early to be a part of a CTV Morning Live show to highlight what
people could enjoy when visiting Government House. Plus, our partnership was
displayed for the public this fall with a new glass sign announcing the offices of
GHHS and the Foundation. This sign will remain as a public decree of your home,
and our commitment to our continued partnership with the Society.
Ecology is the House theme of the spring and summer, with the creation of
new outdoor programming, an exhibit about George Watt, and the art gallery will
be featuring a display from the publication “Wascana 4 Seasons”. With new firstperson interpretation starting this summer, visitors can expect to receive hourly
Monique Goffinet Miller at the 2019
Levee
scheduled tours! The hosts will be trained in skills like storytelling (and even
knitting). By infusing characters into our hosts’ personas, Government House will
Monique Goffinet Miller at the Levee
be sharing the stories of the House when it was the Lieutenant Governor’s
residence, a convalescent home, Saskatchewan House and the Society for the Preservation of Government House
restoration to today.
We are very excited to see our work come to life this summer and continue our mission to share Regina’s best kept secret with our visitors.
Monique Goffinet Miller, Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens

Left: Dr. Michael Jackson, GH
Foundation Chair and Sheila
Carson, GHHS President
unveiling the glass sign

Right: L-R Sheila Carson,
Jacque Wight, Alex Brown
from the CTV Morning News,
and Bonnie Racz

Government House Art Show
The exhibition Stones of Moffat showcases the work of the Kay Parley. A self
professed dabbler of art, Kay will be in attendance to discuss her work. Now in her
nineties and living in Regina, Parley looks back at her varied life as a teacher,
secretary, registered psychiatric nurse, writer and artist. She studied under Garnet
Hazard in high school and later several other Saskatchewan artist/teachers. She holds
a Bachelor of Arts with honours in sociology and Bachelor of Education degrees from
the University of Saskatchewan.
To view more of her artwork please visit Government House Museum or website https://governmenthousesk.ca/
events/artist-reception for details regarding the Artist Reception.
The Society Times
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!
2019 is here and I wish all GHHS volunteers a happy and healthy year.
January and February are preparatory months as we take a break. As each
committee meets to plan for the year, please inform me of your meetings so I can
attend. Knowing what each committees’ plans are for the year gives me a good start in
arranging volunteers that will be needed for each event.
The Annual Volunteer Workshop will be on Tuesday March 12, 2019 from 1.30pm
to 4.00pm, after the first Victorian Tea weekend. The activities that we plan for this
workshop make it a very important meeting you do not want to miss. Please mark this
date on your calendar of events and make plans to attend.
Rebecca Otitoju with her husband
It is also that time of the year that I need the record of all the hours you worked on James at the Christmas tea
GHHS tasks in your home or outside Government House. Recording these hours is
important because they reflect how much you have given to advance the mission of the Society. Therefore, please email
me those hours.
I thank all GHHS volunteers for your continued commitment. Congratulations for being nominated for the 2018
Tourism Saskatchewan Fred Heal Tourism Ambassador Award, it is well deserved and I hope GHHS is selected as the
winner of the award. Stay warm and take care out there as you walk or drive this winter.
Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

Ulrike (Rika) and Erika Sawchyn, taking a
break during Government House
decoration

L-R: Lena Shewciw, Lucja Sycko and
Ruby Saini, volunteers who helped at the
members’ event

Linda Robertson, Sandra Bazeley
andTheresa Karkut during the
Christmas decoration of the House

Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
In our effort to ensure that all volunteers are duly recognized and thanked for all their commitment, the President
requested that VRC recommend awards for the Jocko’s Friends volunteers. These volunteers will now be recognized for the
hours they have contributed to advance the mission of the Society. After much deliberation, the VRC recommended three
awards that will be given out to all Jocko’s Members who meet the criteria. The awards are: The Graduation Award, the
Dedicated Service Award, and the Loyal Service Award (see page 8 for details on these awards). The GHHS Board approved
these three awards at its November 2018 Board meeting.
The committee also recommended an amendment to the current awards and renamed the President’s Annual Award to
the Volunteer Recognition Annual Award. This award opens up the opportunity for volunteers who work behind the scenes
to be recognized, because nominations for this award will come from the committee the nominee has been involved in.
The New Volunteer Service Award was also amended, taking into consideration that volunteers start at different times of
the year (see page 5 for details on these awards). As mentioned earlier, renaming this award reinforces the fact that GHHS
Leadership wants to recognize even what might be considered the least work done to advance the mission of the Society.
I want to thank VRC members for their time and hard work involved to come up with the recommendations we sent to
the Board on different awards.
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC
Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless –
The Society Times
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Sherry Anderson

Victorian Tea Room
Happy New Year! The Tea Room is starting its 27th year in operation,
following our successful end-of-year extravaganza, the Christmas Tea! To
the many volunteers, both upstairs and downstairs, who contributed to
the success of all the teas and especially the Christmas Tea, thank you.
For those into statistics, we served 403 guests over two days and six
sittings in the Ballroom and served meals to about 100 volunteers and GH
staff over two days in continuous sittings in the Education Room.
The Tea Room has always been intended to be a way to bring the
public to our wonderful Government House and to enhance their visitor
experience. We (all of the Government House Historical Society) have
been so successful that GHHS has been nominated for the 2018 Tourism
Saskatchewan Fred Heal Tourism Ambassador Award. Congratulations
to us on the nomination and especially to our Victorian Tea Room
volunteers, and thank you to the Collectibles Sales volunteers who further
enhance with their wonderful displays and enthusiastic sales assistants!

Bonnie Racz with her husband Adrian
Golbey at the Members’ event

Bonnie Racz, Coordinator for Victorian Tea

Volunteers at the Christmas Tea
Left - Kitchen: L-R: Carol Lewis, Pat
Peacock, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre
and Jennifer Thompson

Right- Tea Room: Nadine Johnson
Bottom Left: Doreen Patel and Barb
Binnie

2019 Tea dates
March 2 & 3
April 6 & 7
May 4 & 5
June 1 & 2
July 6 & 7,
August 10 & 11
September 7 & 8
October 5 & 6
November 3 & 3
December 7 & 8
Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca or call us to make
reservation by leaving a message at 639-571-7123
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Approved Amendments to Annual Volunteer Recognition Awards
Volunteer Recognition Annual Award - Formerly President’s Award
PURPOSE:

To annually recognize a GHHS volunteer member who has, through their dedication and
service, contributed to the success of GHHS/GH projects and programs.

NUMBER of AWARDS:

One individual each year.

CRITERIA:

Individuals may be given the award only once.
Each GHHS Committee may nominate one of their committee members for
consideration by the Volunteer Recognition Committee.
Recipient has contributed in a tangible way to the success of GHHS/GH projects and
1
programs.

AWARD:

The VRC selects the recipient of “the Volunteer Recognition Annual Award based on the
“contributions the volunteer has made to the Society “and GH”, and the submissions
received from the various GHHS Committees.
The recipient will receive a personalized engraved pen.
GHHS will provide a one year, complimentary membership for the following year.

Dedicated Service Award
Volunteer hours to be eligible for this award was reduced from 350 to 300.

New Volunteer Service Award
PURPOSE:

To recognize those individuals who are new volunteers to GHHS/GH projects and
programs.

NUMBER of AWARDS:

GHHS will recognize all new volunteers every year who meet the following criteria for
this award.

GUIDELINES:

Recipients for this award will be new to volunteering for the GH and/or GHHS events.4
These Volunteers will have provided 50 cumulative hours of volunteer service to GHHS/GH
2
projects and programs in the year they joined GHHS or in their first full calendar year.
The 50 hours would then be applied to the Loyal Service award if the 150 hours are
accumulated within the same calendar year.

AWARD:
Recipients will be awarded a certificate to mark the 50 hours’ achievement.
Recipients names will be printed in the Newsletter after they received their awards.

Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of the earth who reflect ...compassion, unselfish caring,
5
patience and just plain loving one another - Erma Bombeck
The Society Times
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Upcoming Events and Announcements

All GHHS Volunteers are

The Annual General Meeting

Invited to the:

of the

Annual General Volunteer Workshop
Venue: Sir Richard Lake Hall

Government House Historical Society

Date: Tuesday March 12, 2019
will be held at

Time: 1:30pm to 4:00pm

Government House

Please RSVP to Rebecca by February 18th

On

Email: rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Phone 306-787-5363 or Text: 306-501-0744

Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 7:00 pm.
All GHHS members are invited to attend

Congratulations!
Government House Historical Society Volunteers
It brings me great joy to inform you that the Government House Historical Society has been nominated for the
2018 Tourism Saskatchewan Fred Heal Tourism Ambassador Award. The focus of the nomination was on the Afternoon Tea events that draw thousands of visitors to the Capital City each year and the extensive volunteer hours that
the Society gives to GH each year. These hours do so much to support the preservation, promotion and enhancement
of Government House
Thank you for all that you do as a Society and for every individual that gives so much to ensure
the continued success of our gorgeous National Historic Site and Provincial Heritage Property.
You should be very proud of your team. I know I am.
Monique Goffinet Miller, Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens

Government House Historical Society
Save the Date
Thursday October 17, 2019

New Year’s Day Levee

BLACK TIE AUCTION
Enjoy the special atmosphere of Government House while sampling great
food and wine as you bid on unique live and silent auction items from bygone years and current times.

For pictures and information on
2019 New Year’s Day Levee,
please visit http://ltgov.sk.ca/
news-and-events/new-years-day
-levee

Further information for this exciting gala will be provided in the upcoming months. Hope to see you there.
The Society Times
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Monkey Business
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members

January 2019 edition

On Saturday, December 15th, 2018, 18 of Jocko’s Friends and their
guests celebrated Jocko’s Christmas at Government House. They
gathered in the Main Hall of the Museum to meet Cassidy Zacharias,
the Visitor Experience Hostess at Government House. Cassidy gave a
wonderful talk about Victorian Christmas and the traditions of that era.
Following her talk, members of Jocko’s Friends had the opportunity
to share their family’s Christmas traditions and customs.
The afternoon then continued in Sir Richard Lake Hall where the
invited guest, Adam Hicks, a Ballroom Dancing instructor, taught
Jocko’s Friends and their guests some basic steps of ballroom dancing.
Everyone participated and had such a pleasant time ‘dancing the
afternoon
away’!
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre
The afternoon concluded with a light snack of candy cane cookies,
hot chocolate and treats.
Thank you to the committee members Ronda Schmalenberg,
Mallory
Coates, Deanna Brown, Carolyn Thompson, Terry Bedard and
Adam Hicks, Dance Instructor
Chad Debert who assisted in various ways to make this
and Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre
event so memorable and enjoyable.
A special thank you to Rebecca Otitoju, our Volunteer Coordinator, who explained to Jocko’s Friends the
importance of volunteering and the ways junior members will be recognized for their efforts in volunteering
for the Society and/or for Government House.
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Chair, Jocko’s Friends Committee

Thank you!
Jocko’s Friends
Who volunteered at the Oldfashioned Victorian Christmas on
December 14, 2018 We also
thank those who volunteered at
the Government (Club) House
Event on January 19, 2019 .

Terry Bedard, at the registration table
during Jocko’s Christmas event
Dancers gliding about with the instructor’s help

Save the date for
Jocko’s Friends Spring Event

Did you know…………….

Saturday March 30, 2019
1.00pm- 3.00pm
Government House
More information will be sent out later.
The Society Times

In April 1902, the Forgets hosted the first state ball at
Government House. The dining room, the two drawing
rooms and
the hall were all open for dancing.
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Monkey Business
Jocko’s Friends Volunteer Recognition Awards
JOCKO’S FRIENDS GRADUATION AWARD
PURPOSE:

To annually recognize a member of Jocko’s Friends who has been a member prior to
turning 17 as an incentive to become a member and volunteer of GHHS.

NUMBER of AWARDS:

Multiple individuals each year. This achievement will be recognized for volunteers who
meet the following criteria.

CRITERIA:

A member of Jocko’s Friends who has been a member prior to turning 17.
AWARD:
Recipient will receive a certificate.
Recipient will receive a complimentary one-year GHHS membership for the following
year to be paid for by GHHS.
JOCKO’S FRIENDS DEDICATED SERVICE AWARD
PURPOSE:

To annually recognize a member of Jocko’s Friends who has, through their dedicated
volunteer service, contributed to the success of GHHS/GH projects and programs.

NUMBER of AWARDS:

Multiple individuals each year. This achievement will be recognized for volunteers who
meet the following criteria.

CRITERIA:
Volunteers have provided 10 or more hours of volunteer service to GHHS/GH projects
and programs in the previous calendar year.
AWARD:
Recipient will receive a certificate.
Recipient will receive a complimentary one-year membership for the following year to
be paid for by GHHS.

JOCKO’S FRIENDS LOYAL SERVICE AWARD
PURPOSE:

To annually recognize a member of Jocko’s Friends who has, through their loyal service,
contributed to the success of GHHS/GH projects and programs.

NUMBER of AWARDS:

Multiple individuals each year. This achievement will be recognized for volunteers who
meet the following criteria.

CRITERIA:

Volunteers have provided three (3) to nine (9) hours of loyal service GHHS/GH projects
and programs in the previous calendar year.

AWARD:

Special volunteer recognition certificate.
Annually list all recipients in the Newsletter.

NOTE: All Jocko’s Friends who have accumulated a minimum of three (3) volunteer hours in the previous calendar
year, will be eligible to attend the Annual PCC Volunteer Luncheon and the Volunteer Appreciation Tea. They
will also qualify to receive one of the above awards.

The Society Times
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Members Pie Social with His Honour
The 2018 members’ Pie Social with the Lieutenant Governor was different but also special with about 40 members in
attendance. Several tall tables were provided, which motivated people to walk around and chat. Sheila Carson
welcomed everyone present and urged everyone to enjoy the pies and the time to socialize with other members. GHHS
kitchen volunteers Sheila Carson, Bonnie Racz and Carmelle Mondor spent many hours preparing five delicious pie
fillings, which were pecan, strawberry-rhubarb, apple, cherry and raisin.
In his speech, His Honour, The Honourable W. Thomas Molloy thanked the Society for their "important contributions
for Government House." He also reflected on the heart of volunteerism that he experienced in his travels throughout
the province which make him "grateful to call Saskatchewan home." All in attendance enjoyed some time visiting with
His Honour as he moved from group to group to personally thank members for making time "to support the work of the
Government House Historical Society." He also enjoyed the pies, especially his favorite, the pecan pie.
The Chair of the Government House Foundation, Dr. Michael Jackson, was also present at the event. He brought
greetings on behalf of the Foundation and also thanked the members for their support and the good work they do.
Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor

In the background to the left: GHHS volunteers
helping at the members’ event, to the right is
Sheila Carson serving His Honour
Sue and Ken Linnen

PECAN

L-R: Shirley Gerlock, Edith and Neil Gibbings
The Society Times

L-R: Nancy McEwen, Heather Salloum and Lyn
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Collectibles Sales

Contact us
GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7
We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on

PHONE:
306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714

2019 is proving to be an exciting year for
the Collectibles Sales Committee. We are so
grateful for all the awesome treasure received
in 2018…many, many thanks to all the donors.
The committee has decided to have a surprise sale every month to pique your interest.
Each month something different will be
featured, such as commemorative items, tea
cups, linens, crystal, paintings, just a vast array of items.
I would personally like to thank Susan, Gayle, Iris, Elaine, Claire
and Nettie; without their dedication and support this committee
would not be such a success. Also, to the many volunteers that
help us out each month at our pop-up sale, thank you!
Remember to keep an eye out for our surprise sales!
Ronda Schmalenberg, Co-Chair

E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju
Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White
Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
Information update
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information
Photo credits and resources:
Shirley Gerlock
Ann Grahame
Robert Thompson
Gayle White
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Iris Sirke and Adrian Golbey getting
the debit machine ready

Elaine Miller and Pat Taylor

Newsletter Committee
The Tea Room is on hiatus for two months, and therefore, so is the Collectibles
Sales Committee. But this does not mean these two committees are doing
nothing! No, they are having meetings, handing in budgets to the Board, making
plans and starting preparations. Of course, many other committees are doing the
same.
The Newsletter Committee is busy getting out this newsletter, editing articles
and choosing photos. We hope to make the newsletter as attractive and appealing as possible. We also want to help educate our members and volunteers, such
as with the Volunteer Recognition Committee’s reports on new awards. We hope
that you use the newsletter to keep yourselves informed about activities, and also
by looking at photos to familiarize yourselves with the names of other volunteers.
And please, dear readers, if you have any stories or photos to share about the
goings on at the house, be sure to let us know!
Gayle White, Co-Editor

Alone we can do so little;
Together we can do so much

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
April 5, 2019

- Helen Keller
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