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Important Notice: To receive
a paper copy of newsletter
sent by mail, there will be
an annual charge of $10.00

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

President’s Message
"The first day of spring is one thing, and
the first spring day is another. The difference
between them is sometimes as great as a
month." Well observed, Henry Van Dyke, and
well stated. It's still a bit early for bedding out
plants but my rhubarb is poking out of the
ground and that is always a good sign!
Our season of events for 2019 has begun.
Only eight more teas to go and only around
fifty more meetings for Black Tie before the
October 17th date!! To the best of our
President Sheila Carson giving a big
knowledge the Dickens Yuletide Singers will
hug to Ronda Schmalenberg, 2018
be back in December. Jocko's Friends is
recipient of the President’s Award
pleased to announce that Robin Brockett has during the Annual Volunteer Tea
joined the committee and has taken on a
co-chair role. Thank you so much Robin! Good succession planning Elaine!
Speaking of which, our volunteer workshop this year focussed on succession
planning. Adrienne Billings from Central Services gave a capsule presentation on
succession planning. A good beginning for those of us involved in this planning.
There is to be a follow-up presentation on April 25th which I plan to attend. GHHS
presented Adrienne with a copy of our book as a token of our thanks for her
generous donation of time and expertise.
We will have new packaged tea for sale soon. We have chosen a tea blend as
close to what we serve at the Victorian Teas. The request for such a blend came
from the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, as they wish to have a unique gift to
give. This will be unique because only GHHS will be able to order the blend we
chose and offer it for sale. The packaging is being designed now. We should have
samples to approve in early May and the tea available for purchase in June.
On April 11th I will be attending the 2018 Saskatchewan Tourism Awards of
Excellence gala in Saskatoon. GHHS is honoured to be a finalist for the Fred Heal
Tourism Ambassador Award for the ongoing Victorian Tea event. We will probably
know the results before The Society times is published, so you will be updated!
We are happy to welcome three new Board members elected at the March 27th
AGM. Welcome to Nadine Johnson, Sharon Hurst and Adedeji Adesina. And thanks
for their years of service to Nettie Uhren and Dale Richardson as they move onto
new adventures.
Enjoy all that spring has to offer. Well maybe not the clean up part!
Sheila Carson, President – GHHS
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Government House
Spring has sprung at Government House and with it a new energy and vigor can
be seen throughout the halls. Not only is the summer feature exhibit about
Government House’s original gardener, George Watt, focusing on our role as
stewards of the land, but our QEII Art Gallery exhibit “Wascana Through 4 Seasons”
will show how George Watt’s work remains a legacy in Regina to this day.
Changes in staffing levels have seen the wonderful addition of Ms. Elizabeth Hill
joining our team as Executive Assistant. Elizabeth is multi-talented and comes with
a wealth of knowledge from her tenure working with our PCC partner location,
Wascana Park.
It is bitter-sweet for our team as we congratulate our last-year student hires on
their graduations and career moves into other agencies and fields. On May 1st we
welcome our new team of bilingual Visitor Experience Hosts. Our hourly first-person
interpretive tours start on the hour from May long-weekend onwards. The Gardens
will also be activated through daily tours at 10am and 2pm and we are even partner- Janice Routley and Monique Goffinet
ing with the Regina Secret Garden Tour this year. Regina’s best kept secret gardens Miller at the recent GHHS AGM
will welcome tour goers on July 12, 13 and 14, with free (open to the public) daily
topiary workshops led by Wascana Greenhouse personnel.
We are listening to our visitors and opening our doors in new ways to create a more inclusive, engaging and diverse
experience while telling Saskatchewan’s holistic history. Thank you for the countless hours you give to this historic site.
Together we will continue to preserve, promote and protect this beautiful asset for generations to come.
Monique Goffinet Miller, Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens

Vice Regal Coffee Bar: We’re excited for the May 20th soft
launch of the revamped Government House Historical Society’s
Butler’s Pantry. Now called Vice Regal Coffee Bar, it will open for
business offering tea, coffee, scones and baking. Come in and enjoy a
special cream tea for two! Starting in Mid-June, build your own Prairie
Picnic Baskets with a choice of four delicious options. Check
Government House’s Facebook Page and Website for more
information.
Come in see another great example of how Government House
Historical Society and Government House work together to preserve,
promote and enhance our National Historic Site.

Art Exhibit
Legacy of Worship features photographs by Larry and Dorothy Easton and
resulted in 'Legacy of Worship: Sacred Places in
Rural Saskatchewan', a coffee-table book by Easton,
writer Margaret Hryniuk, and archivist Frank
Korvemaker. Larry has selected a number of images
from the book to be featured in this exhibition.
To view more of this artwork please visit
Government House Museum or website https://
governmenthousesk.ca/exhibit-and-galleries/qeiiart-gallery
The Society Times
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The Lieutenant Governor’s
Canada Day Celebration
Will take place on
Sunday July 1, 2019
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm
For more information, visit
www.ltgov.sk.ca
www.facebook.com/LtGovSK

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!
Welcome to long awaited spring time. I think we deserve all the warmth and the sunshine we can get after the long
cold winter season.
It is unbelievable that this spring marks the third anniversary of The Society Times. This newsletter created a forum
where volunteers and members are informed of all events and activities of the House together. I want to describe it as a
‘united voice’ of the Society. Thanks to Ann Grahame and Gayle White who worked with me from the beginning and were
very instrumental in the success of The Society Times. This newsletter opens the second volume as we closed the first
with Issue 12.
Our annual workshop was held on March 12th with a good turnout. Adrienne Billings from Central Services was in
attendance and she did a presentation on succession planning. Her presentation was well received and it also gave GHHS
executives the information that will help in implementing a succession planning program for the future. Committee Chairs
were also present to provide information of their activities and volunteer needs.
I thank all GHHS volunteers for your continued commitment. Enjoy the spring season and do not forget to stop by at
the House to enjoy the beautiful gardens.
Right: Adrienne
Billings, Presenting on
the importance of
Succession Planning

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

Left: Manager of
Government House,
GHHS President and
volunteers at the 2019
Volunteer Workshop

Clips from Adrienne’s presentation slides

Newsletter Committee Report
We hope you read all the reports from
committees in the newsletter, to educate
yourselves about all aspects of how
GHHS operates. The recent Volunteer
Workshop about succession planning
made it clear that the more we each
learn about how committees work, the
easier it is to step up when someone
needs to step down.
Gayle White at the 2019
Please take note of the article by
volunteer workshop
Lizhi Wang, about her very first visit to
Government House. We are asking YOU to think back to your very
first visit, and hoping YOU will also send us a letter (450 words)
describing what it was like and how you felt about it. We will print one
such letter in every issue, if you take the time to write. Just email it to
Rebecca at rebecca@govhousesociety.ca. If your first visit was not a
standout, how about the visit you most enjoyed? This is to the House,
not the Tea, although that could be part of it. We hope to hear from
you!

Succession planning vs. retention
 Succession planning and employee retention
are both important
 Individuals can leave unexpectedly regardless
of retention efforts
 Succession planning can enhance retention
Risks of not succession planning
 Key positions being vacant for a long time. It
is
important to note here that turnover
isn’t bad. It can be beneficial to have new
people join an organization
 Increased workload pressures for remaining
colleagues
 Service delivery/operations could be hampered.
 Unprepared successors. When we don’t
identify people to fill vacancies in advance,
they might miss opportunities to develop
competencies and practice the skills sets
required for the role.

Gayle White, Co-Editor
Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless
Sherry Anderson
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Spring and Our Victorian Tea Room
Spring! And we are now two teas into our 10-month tea season. Thank you to all
our volunteers who make the tea room the wonderful experience it is. Thank you to
the volunteers who have stepped outside their usual duties to try new tasks; we
could not continue to operate without your enthusiasm and willingness.
To those volunteers who make the tea possible, have you gone to tea yourself? It
is a wonderful experience and I heartily recommend it. Volunteers who are also
members of GHHS get a $5 certificate to use towards a tea with your annual
membership. Did you know that we also have Gift Certificates for sale for our
Victorian Tea – a great gift idea for “those who have everything”.

2019 Tea dates

Bonnie Racz at the 2019 volunteer
workshop

Bonnie Racz, Coordinator for Victorian Tea Room

May 4 & 5

June 1 & 2

July 6 & 7,

August 10 & 11

September 7 & 8

October 5 & 6

November 3 & 3

December 7 & 8

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca or call us to
make reservation by leaving a message at 639-571-7123

GHHS Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Government House Historical
Society took place on Wednesday,
March 27, 2019 and 29 members were
in attendance. GHHS President Sheila
Carson welcomed members and
introduced Monique Goffinet Miller,
Manager of Government House to
address members. She thanked the
members and reiterated the partnership that is being fostered with the
Society. Dr. D. Michael Jackson, Chair
of the Government House Foundation
Gail Bradley, Chair, Nomination was also in attendance. He thanked the
Committee at the 2019 volunteer Society for the donation made to the
workshop
Foundation in 2018 to employ a
part-time Development Officer who
left to pursue other opportunities at the end of year. He mentioned that
plans are being made to fill the position and this is also made possible
by the partnership with Government House and the Society. GHHS
Treasurer presented Mr. Jackson with a cheque towards the salary of
the new development officer who begins on April 1st.
The AGM reports and Financial Statements were presented to
members. The Nominating Committee received three new nominations
to the Board. Since there was no further nomination received from the
floor, the three members were elected to the join the Board. Please
watch out for more information on the 2019 Board members in the next
newsletter.

GHHS Board of Directors
2019 – 2020
President:

Sheila Carson

Vice-President:

Vacant

Secretary:

Kevin Gooding

Treasurer:

Directors-at-Large (in alphabetical order)
Adedeji Adesina (new)

Charlene Balion

Lorna Bingaman

Ken Exner

Sharon Hurst (new)

Nadine Johnston (new)

Bonnie Racz

Jennifer Thompson

Gayle White

2019 Members’ Event
June 22, 2019 booked tentatively as
joint event with GHHS junior member
Jocko’s Friends as afternoon with the
Lieutenant Governor. Please mark the
date on your calendar but watch out for
details.

Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor
The Society Times
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
This is the time of the year that VRC is busy preparing for recognition awards. I thank all the committee members for
their hard work.
In the previous newsletter, I had mentioned the new awards for Jocko’s Friends, and the Volunteer Recognition Annual
Award which will give opportunity for committees to nominate
Volunteer Appreciation Tea
members of their committee that they feel deserve a special
recognition. Nomination is now open for the Marge Ewart and
Betty Westmoreland Volunteer Service Award and for the VolunAll GHHS Volunteers are invited
teer Recognition Annual Award. Nomination forms are now on the
website or you can call me to make arrangement to pick up the
to attend the Volunteer Appreciation Tea
form. The deadline to submit nomination is May 31, 2019.
in the
The date for the Volunteer Tea where these awards are given
out is Sunday, August 25, 2019 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. Please
Henry Newlands Ballroom
mark your calendar as you make plans to attend this appreciation
on
1
event for all volunteers.
I also want to congratulate the Society (meaning every volunSunday, August 25, 2019
teer and member) for been one of the finalists for the 2018
Saskatchewan Tourism Awards of Excellence, Fred Heal Tourism
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm.
Ambassadors category. Even though the Society was not the
winner, we need to be proud of what we all do that got us to be
chosen as one of the finalists. All these happened due to your
Please RSVP Rebecca
contribution and your passion for what you do to advance the
Phone: 306-787-5363 Text: 306-501-0744
mission of the Society. Congratulations!
See you all at the August 25th appreciation tea. Enjoy the
or email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
beauty that comes with spring.
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC Committee

My First Visit to Government House
My first visit to Government House was in May of 1988 when I came to Regina from China as a
visiting scholar. I read Canadian history articles before I left Beijing. Because my background was in
ethnic groups and development, I was particularly interested in how things got started here in
Canada. Museums were at the top of my list, and one on my list was Government House.
4 I
On my third day in Regina, I went to Government House. As I walked up to the front door,
noticed a sign on the door which read “Closed.” I was very disappointed, but as I was walking
away, I heard a voice saying “Excuse me,”. As I turned, I saw a lady in a wheelchair sitting with
another senior lady from the Pioneer care home that is next door to Government House. They
were just taking a break, sitting in their wheelchairs in the sunshine. They asked me what I was
looking for. I told them I wanted to visit the Government House Museum, and said sadly that I
would miss the museum this trip if I couldn’t see it that day, because I had to leave for Toronto the
next day.
Lizhi (Lisa) Wang
One lady pushed her wheelchair to the door and knocked. A young man came out to see what was
going on. The lady told him my story. Taking only a few seconds, the gentleman invited me into the museum, and guided me
around with detailed explanations of everything inside. I could hardly believe that someone would be that kind. I asked him
many questions, to which he gave me detailed and enthusiastic responses. Continue on back page

3
Karen
Jocko;s
Friends
Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because
you Hamilton,
want to, Chair
in a of
cause
you
5consider good
Ivan Scheier
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Monkey Business
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members

May 2019 edition

On Saturday, March 30th, 2019, 18 of Jocko’s Friends and their
guests gathered for the “Spring into History” event held in Sir Richard
Lake Hall at Government House. They listened to an informative
presentation given by Chad Debert on the creation of Government
House’s gardens and its original gardener, George Watt. Following the
presentation, an entertaining story, Not Who But Watt was told by storyteller,
Vincent Murphy, who took on the character of George Watt. He took everyone
back in time and shared a snapshot of what life and landscapes were like in the
early 1900’s in Saskatchewan. He also explained the introduction of the Britishstyle gardens and how they impacted and formed the landscape of Government
House and Saskatchewan today.
Jocko’s Friends and guests then celebrated spring by making a floral craft in
Robin Brockett, New Jocko’s
beautiful teacups. There were a lot of colourful butterflies soaring above the
Friends Co-Chair
succulents and flowers planted in the moss. What a wonderful way to welcome
Spring through these delightful creative expressions! The afternoon concluded with
a delicious lunch comprised of vegetables and dip, gluten-free cookies and a beverage.
Thank you to the committee members Terry Bedard, Deanna Brown, Carolyn Thompson, Ronda Schmalenberg,
Mallory Coates and Chad Debert who assisted in various ways to make this event so successful and a lot of fun. A special
thanks to Ann Grahame and guest, Mary Ann Pennett as well as to Chad Debert and storyteller, Vincent Murphy, for their
engaging contributions to the afternoon.
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre & Robin Brockett, Co-Chairs

Chad Debert, presenting at
Jocko’s Friends Event in March
Robin Brockett, Deanna Brown, Mary Ann
Pennett and Terry Bedard

Save the date for
Jocko’s Friends Spring Event
Saturday, June 22, 2019
1.00pm - 3.00pm
Government House
More information will be sent
out later.
Vincent Murphy, who acts as George Watt,
telling the story of how the gardens were
planted at Government House in the 1900’s
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Did you know…………….
George Watt, born in Scotland in
1866, became the head gardener at
Government House. Among the first
things Watt planted were caragana
bushes, the first to grow in Regina.
Watt also planted Regina’s first elms,
from seeds of the native elm trees of
the Qu’Appelle Valley. He recorded in
his journals on a daily basis the tree,
flower, shrub or vegetable he had
planted, pruned or weeded.

Collectible Sales
Happy Spring! Our Committee is very excited this month as we have been permitted to
advertise our Pop-Up Sales to community groups and the public. Opening to the public
seemed to be very beneficial for us, we had several new customers in April as a result of
the publicity! We are hopeful that as we sell more of our collectibles, then we will be able
to accept more donations. Storage space is in short supply, so the more quickly we can sell
our lovely items, the better.
The committee is very thankful to have found a few new volunteers to help with the
moving and unpacking of boxes and bins before the sale begins, and also to help with the
packing up and hauling to the storage room. Many, many thanks to our new volunteers,
we appreciate all you have done for us.
Mother’s Day is just around the corner and we sure will have some awesome items to
impress her. Stop by and check us out! Something new and exciting every month!
As usual, we are looking for more jewellery donations. We do give tax receipts for
Ronda Schmalenberg at the 2019
donations if you so desire. Please share with friends and family about the option of
volunteer workshop
donating unwanted, used and unused jewellery to GHHS. Iris Sirke is available for any
questions you may have regarding any of your generous donations; she can be reached at 306-539-3644.
Ronda Schmalenberg,, Co-Chair

Government House Historical Society
Save the Date
9th Annual Black Tie Auction
Thursday October 17, 2019
Susan Hogarth, Iris Sirke, Nettie Uhren and
Ronda Schmalenberg

Venue: Located in the beautiful setting of
Government House
Enjoy an elegant evening of fine wine and food
as you bid on antiques, collectibles, and unique
items showcased in the live and silent auctions.
Featured Artist and evening Entertainment to
be announced.

Elaine Miller and Claire Thorseth
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Provincial Capital Commission (PCC) Appreciation Luncheon
The Provincial Capital Commission annual
volunteer luncheon was hosted by
Government House on April 16, 2019 with
over 50 volunteers in attendance. Monique
Goffinet Miller, Government House Manager
welcomed everyone and introduced Gareth
Evans, Programming & Visitor Services
Coordinator who took GHHS Volunteers for
a quick tour of the museum and also showed
them the player piano that the Society paid
to refurbish. Gareth showed volunteers how
to operate the piano and updated them on
Monique Goffinet Miller addressing
the volunteers at the PCC Volunteer
Susan Schroeder, Finance & Admin Assistant upcoming interactive hourly tours and firstperson interpretive programming starting in Appreciation Luncheon
and Elizabeth Hill, Executive Assistant at the
registration during the PCC Volunteer
May. He also outlined how the story of the House’s many evolutions will be
Appreciation Luncheon
told to visitors. During the luncheon Monique thanked GHHS Volunteers for
their commitment and the great work they do for Government House. She informed them about the importance of
partnering to achieve the common goal of preserving,
promoting and enhancing Government House as a national
historic site. She congratulated the Society for been finalist
of the Tourism Saskatchewan Fred Heal Ambassador Award.
The Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan, His Honour the
Honourable W. Thomas Molloy, sent his regrets and also a
written message that Monique read to the volunteers. His
Honour expressed his delight that his office is located in such a
historic building. He thanked the volunteers for their support
of the Society’s “outreach programs” and their “service to the
Government House Historical Society.” The Minister
responsible for Central Services, Hon. Ken Cheveldayoff was in
attendance. In his address, he stressed the importance of
volunteerism and how important their contribution is to
Saskatchewan and especially to Government House. He also
thanked the volunteers for the work they do . The occasion
Gary Hutchings, Development Officer for GH Foundation
Michael Kindrachuk, Chief of Staff to the Minister
was graced with lunch catered by Indulgence Fine Foods and
responsible for Provincial Capital Commission and The
Catering.
Honourable Ken Cheveldayoff, Minister responsible for the
Provincial Capital Commission

Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor

Indulgence Fine Foods and Catering staff

Volunteers enjoying the luncheon
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My First Visit to Government House
Contact us
GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7
We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on
PHONE:
306-787-5363

FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju
Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White
Information Update:
Have
you movedupdate
to a different
Information
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
Ann Grahame,
Robert Thompson,
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Alone we can do so little;

After a wonderful tour of the museum, the gentleman asked me where else I
would like to visit. I said, “The RCMP museum “. He picked up the phone and
asked his friend working at the RCMP museum to come and pick me up. A few
minutes later, I was driven to the RCMP museum, and had another wonderful
experience.
Thirty years have slipped by, and I still have not forgotten my first visit to
Government House and how someone like myself, with a great interest in things
of the past, could be led on such a wonderful experience, from the kindness of
that gentleman who was there, to opening up the facilities to show me the
displays, and also having the kindness of extending my experience to include the
RCMP museum.
This experience has been etched in my memory, and I so appreciate those
people. When I look back at my life, and see it much like the articles in the
museum, I can offer the same kind of consideration that those gentlemen
showed to me. I have been for a few years a volunteer at Government House,
enjoying much the same pleasant feelings as I had when this experience first
started.
Lizhi Wang, GHHS Volunteer for over 10 years

Lyn Goldman a long time GHHS
member and volunteer for being one of the six recipients of
the Saskatchewan Order of Merit.
The Order recognizes individuals who have made their
mark in such areas as the arts, agriculture, business and
industry, community leadership, the occupations or
professions, public service, research, and volunteer service. It takes precedence over all other provincial honours
and awards.
Lyn Goldman volunteering
as the Greeter at a Victorian
Tea

Government House Historical Society
Congratulates the Watrous Manitou Marketing
Group, Watrous, the winners of the 2018
Saskatchewan Tourism Awards of Excellence in the
Fred Heal Tourism Ambassador Award, for which
our GHHS Victorian Tea was a runner up.
The award is given to a business or organization that promotes tourism not
only for their locale but also for the larger region or the province. In Watrous, the
Manitou Springs Hotel & Mineral Spa is home to Canada's largest indoor mineral
spa.

Together we can do so much

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
July 5, 2019

- Helen Keller
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