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Stay safe and healthy!

Important Notice: To receive
a paper copy of newsletter
sent by mail, there will be
an annual charge of $10.00

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

SPRING 2020

President’s Message
Welcome to spring! The day on
which I write this is gray and cloudy
with occasional rain or snow. Fairly
typical for spring. What is not typical
this spring is COVID-19. It has been
two weeks since I last ventured out to
pick up medications and groceries. To
my complete amazement there was
actually toilet paper on the shelves! I
imagine that many of you are also
Sheila Carson at the 2020 Volunteer workshop
sticking to home for the good of your
health and that of others. If most of us can do what health officials tell us is the
best course of action, we may all come out of the tunnel when this is over.
In my last message for the Times I was looking forward to our 2020 season
of events. How quickly things have changed. We had to cancel our annual
general meeting scheduled for March 30th. The reports are on our website as is
the slate of new officers for the Board. Welcome to Jeanne Alexander and Lynn
Ridgway. It will not be before the May board meeting that we will actually sit
down face to face. The March meeting was done by teleconference. This will
continue for the April meeting and beyond if necessary. While it is always
exciting to welcome new Board members with fresh eyes and ideas, it is bitter
sweet as it means we say goodbye to others. Sincere thanks to Ken Exner and
Bonnie Racz for their time served on the Board.
The April, May and June teas have been cancelled. We will make a
decision about July in early June. The Collectibles group is not accepting
donations at this time and the Black Tie committee have hunkered down for the
moment as well. I imagine there are a number of homes undergoing deep
spring cleaning. Not a moment too soon in my case!!
As Izaak Walton, the English writer (1593-1683) wrote "Look to your
health; and if you have it, praise God, and value it next to a good conscience;
for health is the second blessing that we mortals are capable of; a blessing that
money cannot buy." Keep safe and stay healthy. And as mother's everywhere
say, "Wash your hands!"
Sheila Carson, President – GHHS
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Government House
As I write this submission from the basement of my house, I reflect on how all of our lives have changed in just a
couple of weeks. Normally, this time of year we would be getting excited and gearing up for all of the events, programs
and tours that would happen in our busy spring and summer season. However,
now we are trying to anticipate what the next few months will look like for
Government House activities, staff and volunteers. Since we are unable to interact with the public at the House, we have been busy producing online and
social media engagement activities. The staff has been doing an amazing job at
being creative and developing virtual tours and content to continue to keep the
public involved and learning the shared heritage of the House. If you haven’t
had a chance to see all of the social media posts and video’s being shared,
please visit our Government House-Saskatchewan Facebook page.
We are continuing to work on the new Feature Exhibit that will explore
the time period when the House was a convalescent home for veterans. This
Brie Hnetka during GHHS
will be installed at the end of May and if the House is still not open, we plan on proAnnual volunteer workshop
ducing virtual tours and programming relating to the exhibit so the public will be able
to explore it online. In the next couple of weeks, we hope to virtually showcase the new art exhibit from Donna
Longhorn, an artist in La Ronge, Saskatchewan.
This month we are saying good-bye to three exceptional staff as their contracts with Government House have
come to an end. We have been extremely fortunate to have Tracy Kirychuk and Charlotte Courage, our Visitor
Experience Hosts as part of the team. Marlee Yule, Program Assistant will also be leaving at the end of the month. We
will certainly miss Marlee’s talents as she will leave a big hole here at Government House. We wish her the best as she
starts a new position at a museum just outside of Edmonton, closer to her family.
March 31st marks the end the fiscal year, I would like to share with you some of the success we have had this year.
We increased our visitation over last years by 2,314 people, a 6.4% increase and increased the school program visits by
over 1,000 students. We have increased our social media reach by over 17% this year. We are listening to our visitors
and stakeholders to implement new and creative activities to experience the House.
April is traditionally the time of year we formally recognize the hard work and dedication of the GHHS volunteers.
The appreciation luncheon will have to be postponed for now, but on
behalf of all the staff at Government House, I want to say how thankful
we all are for the countless hours, the dedicated passion and energy you
give to this historic site. Together we will continue to preserve, promote
and protect this beautiful asset for generations to come.
I wish health and wellness to you and your love ones.
Brie Hnetka
Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens

Art Exhibit: 2nd Floor Corridor, Government House
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!
Spring was ushered in as we faced the reality of COVID-19, which
slowed down all activities at Government House and also in our own
personal lives. There is also a good side to everything. In this case, staying
home as much as we can reduces the chances of being infected and also
creates an opportunity for early spring home cleaning that many decided to
do in order to ensure that everywhere is cleaned and disinfected. We also
get to spend more time with our families. For me the first week of working
from home was tough even though I have everything planned. But as the
days turned to weeks, I learned to enjoy each day. I look forward to life
becoming normal again when we can all come out to really enjoy spring and
each other’s company.
Our Annual Workshop was held on March 10th with a good turnout.
Ten new volunteers attended the workshop, which now qualifies them to
start volunteering. Sheila Carson, GHHS President gave a condensed history
of GHHS. Brie Hnetka and Chad Debert were there to give highlights of
upcoming events. Committee Chairs also gave information about their activities and volunteer needs.
Thank you all for your continued commitment to the mission of the Society. Please Stay safe and healthy. I hope to see
you soon!
Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

GHHS Volunteers at the 2020 Volunteer Workshop

Welcome!

New Members and Volunteers

GHHS Face Book Page
Like GHHS face book page for a quicker access to
information on GHHS events and other events happening at Government House. Click on this link
https://www.facebook.com/Government-HouseHistorical-Society-137117816301443/.

Evan Anderson
Dr. Glenn Donnelly
Rebecca Dziaduck
Gayl Hipperson
Alison Mahussier
Stephen Rogalski
Vivian Usserlman
MV = Member & Volunteer V = Volunteer

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless
Sherry Anderson
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Victorian Tea Room
There are times when we are not in control of events and unfortunately
this is such a time. To minimize the possible spread of COVID-19 Government
House has been closed to all including the staff. Consequently the Victorian
Teas have had to be cancelled until further notice.
I take this opportunity to recognize and thank all those that work to make
these teas the signature event they have become.
I trust that you are all keeping well and enjoying your extended holiday
until we regroup. I look forward to welcoming everyone back when
Government House reopens.
Bonnie Racz, Coordinator for Victorian Tea Room

GHHS Victorian Tea Facts: An
average of 400 loaves is used during
the Victorian Tea season (March to
December). 18,550 inches of crust is
removed from the breads. That is
1545.8 feet or 515.2 yards. For those
who prefer metric that is 47,117
centimeters or 471.1 meters.

Bonnie Racz at the 2020 volunteer
workshop

2020 Tea dates
July 4 & 5

August 8 &

September 12 & 13

October 3 & 4

November 7 & 8

December 5 & 6

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca or call us to
make reservation by leaving a message at 639-571-7123

Ballroom Volunteers

L-R: Carol Johnston (Dessert Trolley), Sharon Cross (Pianist) and Shirley
Young (Server)
The Society Times
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Sheila Henderson (Tea Maker) at the
2020 Volunteer workshop
Spring 2020

GHHS Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The Historical Society did not gather for the Annual General Meeting this year due to COVID-19. However, the AGM
package was posted on the website and members were directed to access the information. Members were reminded that the
financial statement could be requested by email as well.
There were vacancies to be filled due to Ken Exner and Bonnie Racz leaving the Board. The Nominating Committee
received two new nominations to the Board that were part of the AGM package. Since there were only two nominations
received, those two members joined the Board as of April 1, 2020. See the biography of the new Board members below.
Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor
Jeanne Alexander is also a new member of the GHHS. She has been a community producer, a host, and conducted
interviews about GHHS projects for Access Communications. She has served on a number of Boards, such as Saskatchewan
Seniors Mechanism, Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild as President and Vice President, Canadian Mental Health Provincial Board,
Saskatchewan Teachers Federation President and Councillor, President of the Regina Canadian Club and the list continues. She
has interviewed members of GHHS regarding promotion of the Black-Tie auction, the Antique Auction and Christmas events.
Professional competencies include conducting television interviews, high school teacher, published author, school
administrator and more. Jeanne believes it is important to preserve our heritage. She feels Government House is a legacy
which should be preserved for our citizens. Her skills indicate she would be a contributing member to the Board.

Lynn Ridgway is a new member of the GHHS, but has volunteered for a time at
various GHHS events such as the Victorian Teas and the Black-Tie Auction. She has also
attended other events at Government House. From her past employment she has gained
administrative, organizational and communication skills.
Lynn has sat on the Board of another organization where she planned and executed
fundraising events. In addition to these skills, Lynn is computer literate and has sewing
skills related to costuming historical clothes. She has management skills including staff
hiring, training and scheduling. She was also employed at one time as a free-lance
photographer. Her interest and enthusiasm for the history and preservation of
Government House would lend toward her being a contributing member to the GHHS Board.

Leaving Board: Ken Exner and Bonnie
Racz. Bonnie is still very involved within the Society

2020- 2021 Board Meeting Dates

as the coordinator for the Victorian Tea and the
kitchen. Thank you both for your contribution during
your tenure on the Board.

Meeting Date 2020
April 20
May 18
June 15
July 20
August 17
September 21
October 19
November 16
December 21
Meeting Date 2021
January 18
February 16 (Tuesday)
March 15

GHHS Board of Directors
2019 – 2020
President:
Sheila Carson
Vice-President:
Vacant
Secretary:
Kevin Gooding
Treasurer:
Adrian Golbey
Directors-at-Large (in alphabetical order)
Adedeji Adesina
Jeanne Alexander (New)
Charlene Balion
Lorna Bingaman
Sharon Hurst
Nadine Johnston
Lynn Ridgway (New)
Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White
The Society Times

Reports Due
April 13
May 11
June 8
July 13
August 10
September 14
October 12
November 9
December 14
Reports Due
January 13
February 8
March 8

AGM Monday March 29, 2021.
Reports are due January 31st to Secretary
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
The week of April 19 to 25, 2020 is National Volunteer Appreciation week. GHHS is fortunate to have committed and
dedicated volunteers such as yourself. The thousand of hours volunteers work at GHHS/GH events made it possible for the
Society to achieve its mission to preserve, promote and enhance Government House as a public heritage site. Please mark
your calendar for the GHHS Volunteer Appreciation Tea on Sunday August 23, 2020.
Due to COVID-19, the VRC has not yet started meeting. I am sure the committee will be very busy when we resume
again preparing for recognition awards and the Volunteer Appreciation Tea. The date for the awards and tea is Sunday
August 23, 2020, so please mark your calendar and make plans to attend.
Nomination forms for the Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland Volunteer Service award and the Volunteer
Recognition award are now available on our website. Nominations close on May 31, 2020. These two awards are by merit,
not hours. Please visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca/volunteer to read about these awards and to get your
nomination form in as soon as possible.
Many volunteers are due to sign the volunteer policy. This policy is signed every three years; those who attended the
annual workshop were able to sign theirs. I will be in touch with the committee chairs and provide them with the forms and
list of their committee members who are due to sign the policy. I am also going through the list of volunteers who1are required to submit Criminal Record (CR) or Vulnerable Sector (VS) checks. I will notify you if you are due to do another CR or VS
check. These checks are due every five years.
I thank everyone who has shown interest to join VRC, however, membership eligibility for this committee was slightly
modified to include being a GHHS volunteer for some years, to give potential committee members the time to learn more
about the Society and also get to know the volunteers. At this time only Sharon Hurst qualifies to join and I welcome her to
the committee. All members of the committee look forward to working with you in the near future.
Please follow all the health guidelines to protect yourself and your family from COVID-19. I hope life will return to normal sooner than we anticipate. See you all very soon. Stay safe and enjoy the beauty of nature around you.
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC

New Volunteers at the 2020 Volunteer Workshop

Carol Smith

Gayl Hipperson

Julia Piskiewich-Nowosielska

Dana Murray

Hassan Ghafoori

Lorette Panagabko

Rbert Nowosielski

Vivian Usserlman

Karen
Jocko;s
Friends
Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because
you Hamilton,
want to, Chair
in a of
cause
you
5consider good
Ivan Scheier
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Monkey Business
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members

April 2020 edition

Did you know…………….

The junior members of Government House
Historical Society (elementary school-age children) are recognized as
Jocko’s Friends. Jocko was a Capuchin monkey and the companion of the last
Lieutenant Governor of the Northwest Territories and the first Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan, Amédée Forget. For $5 a year, you can register your child/
children ages 6-12 (Junior Members) or 13-16 (Senior Member). Visit our
website https://govhousesociety.ca/jockos-friends/
Save the date for:
Jocko’s Friends Spring Event
Saturday, June 13, 2020
1.00pm - 3.00pm
Tentatively planning this event.
Details to follow.
Fall Event
Saturday, September 19, 2020
1.30pm - 3.30pm
“Becoming a Canadian Citizen” Event
Details to follow.

Do you know……………….
Forget is a village just east of Stoughton off Highway #13. It was named after
Amédée-Emmanuel Forget (1847 – 1927), lieutenant governor of the North West
Territories, 1898 – 1905, and of Saskatchewan, 1905 – 1910. Forget sat in the
Senate from 1911 until his death. There is also a mountain in the Rockies named for
him.
Credit: PEOPLE PLACES: The Dictionary of Saskatchewan Place Names by Bill Barry
The Society Times
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Collectible Sales
So here we are in a time of quiet, of isolation. It has been three weeks since
I had a face to face (although at distance) conversation and I expect many of you
are in the same fix.
We ceased working with the collectible and vintage pieces in late February
with the cancellation of the April tea and direction to observe physical distance.
At that time we were partway through an inventory of the items we had on
hand; we unwrapped all items, examined them for flaws, then rewrapped them
and stored them by category.
So we are not taking donations at this time, and we’re trying to be patient.
We have wonderful things in storage calling to be put out for sale.
We will do just that when the present situation ends. Stay well, all. We
plan to see you as soon as we can.
Gayle White and Susan Hogarth at
the annual volunteer workshop

Susan Hogarth, Chair

Left: Sylvia Waliduda
in charge of one of
the Collectibles
tables

Right: Guest checking
out items at the
Collectible Sales

Black Tie Auction Update
As everyone is hunkered down and keeping their distance, we are not proceeding with
any committee work or gathering of items. This pandemic needs to be over and we will assess
then, about how to proceed. As for selling overstock items to our membership, this needs to be
put on hold also. We look forward to the future where we all will be able to get back to normal,
whenever that may be.
If any of you or someone you know has antique or valuable items that they would like to
donate to Black Tie (GHHS) please contact me at the number below. There will be no pick-up,
but holding arrangements can be made if the item is accepted. Thank you.
Cyndy Findlay, Chair of Black Tie Auction (home 306-584-8646)

Left: Paula Jolly, 2019
Black Tie Feature Artist
Top right: Cyndy Findlay,
Black Tie Committee
Chair
Bottom right: Guests
registration at 2019 Black
Tie event
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Upcoming Events
Let’s share ideas from COVID-19 stay home order
There are some challenges when we are in a
compulsory stay home order, just as we are experiencing right now due to COVID-19. Like other things,
some of the challenges become blessings in disguise.
The GHHS President Sheila Carson, in one of her
messages to members and volunteers actually shared
what she has been up to during this stay home order,
and also gave some great suggestions of how those
experiences could become beneficial. Below are the
two things Sheila suggested (copied directly from her
message) after life returns to normal:
1. "I suspect all you quilters out there (and I
know there are several of you) have been
able to make a dent in your fabric stash. I
know I certainly have. Maybe we need to get
together and plan an exhibit of 'pandemic
quilts'."
2. "Those of you who have been rekindling
your love of baking may have some great
ideas to share with the kitchen crew for the
teas when we are able to resume them."
In the light of the above ideas, as we anticipate life
returning to normal soon, let us know if you are interested in any of the two suggestions above OR if
you have an experience you wish to share. Please
send an email to info@govhousesociety.ca to indicate your interest in the quilt project (if it takes off),
OR share your favorite recipes OR share another
great idea from your experience being at home.

GHHS Face Book Page
Like GHHS face book page for a quicker
access to information on GHHS events
and other events happening at
Government House. Click on this link
https://www.facebook.com/
Government-House-Historical-Society
-137117816301443/.

The Society Times

Government House Historical Society
Save the Date
9th Annual Black Tie Auction
Thursday October 15, 2020
Venue: Located in the beautiful setting of
Government House
Enjoy an elegant evening of fine wine and
food as you bid on antiques, collectibles,
and unique items
showcased in the live and silent auctions
from bygone year and current years.
Featured Artist and evening Entertainment
to be announced. Hope to see you there

Volunteer Appreciation Tea
All GHHS Volunteers are invited
to attend the Volunteer Appreciation Tea in
the
Henry Newlands Ballroom
on
Sunday, August 23, 2020
1:00 pm –3:00 pm.
Please RSVP Rebecca
Phone: 306-787-5363 Text: 306-501-0744
or email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
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Contact us

GHHS Volunteers at different events—Thank you!

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7
We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on
PHONE:
306-787-5363

FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju
Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White
Information Update:
Have
you movedupdate
to a different
Information
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
Ann Grahame
Robert Thompson
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Alone we can do so little;

Top Left: Doreen Patel
at 2020 volunteer
workshop
Top right: Janet Galger
at 2019 Government
House Christmas
decorating
Right: Pat Kilbride and
Carolyn Thompson at
one of the Victorian
Teas

Newsletter Committee Report
Surprise! I bet you didn’t think you
would be getting an April newsletter. But
through the magic of the internet, we are
able to share some news with you. From
the various messages and reports you can
see that several of us are still healthy! And
the Board is still meeting, just not face to
face. Take a look at Rebecca’s AGM report,
where you will be able to get to know a bit
about the two new Board Members. Keep well
and stay safe everyone, and please wear a mask
or face covering when you do have to go out.

Gayle White at the 2020
volunteer workshop

Gayle White, Co-Editor

Together we can do so much

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
July 3, 2020

- Helen Keller
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