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Important Notice: To receive
a paper copy of newsletter
sent by mail, there will be
an annual charge of $10.00

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

SPRING 2021

President’s Message
Spring is perfect timing for a newly elected
President’s inaugural message. As a serious
gardener, I welcome the freshness of new leaves,
green grass and perennials. Together, my
husband and I eagerly trim the berry bushes and
plant seeds that will produce a harvest from
which we’ll serve culinary creations in our beautiful landscape. Spring represents new beginnings
of traditional ways and Government House
Historical Society is representative of this.
At our March 29, 2021 Annual General
Meeting, I briefly addressed our membership
with these thoughts: “Why Are We Here? What
does the future hold for Government House
Historical Society? The past year has tested our
commitment, programming and operations.”
Then closed with: “The two most powerful warriors are patience & time.”
Having been harshly reminded of the latter this past year, it is important we
persevere. Our financial and volunteer role towards meaningful memorable visitor
experiences has not been forgotten, and we have adapted. We are as patient as we
are persistent, and we know time is critical. Time enables us to tap into creativity,
leading to great ideas as evidenced in our tearoom’s “Tea with a Twist”. Successful
business operations rely on creativity to avoid complacency and survive a storm. So
please keep those creative ideas flowing. When the doors are reopened, we need
to be ready.
It was a quiet winter for some but a busy time for others. The Board
continued to meet virtually on a monthly basis. While programming and fundraising
mirrored business across the globe, a Cookbook fundraiser was launched with
excellent member support. We are excited to report that printing is underway, and
we look forward to your continued support promoting and selling the product.
We acknowledge the Documentary Heritage Communities Program for the
opportunity to preserve our own history. Approval was received in 2020 to hire an
Archivist tasked with collecting, protecting and organizing thousands of documents
in the possession of the Society, Government House, and the Lieutenant Governor’s
Office. We await their decision on continued funding to fulfill the broader goal of
ongoing preservation and public accessibility in 2021.
(Continued on page 3)
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Government House
I am experiencing déjà vu as I write this submission from the basement
of my home, same time and place as I did last year! So much has changed, and
yet, so much has not. Government House is again closed to the public, and we
are concentrating on virtual content and programming in order to engage the
public in the heritage, history, and stories of Government House. Even though
we are closed to the public we are still implementing many positive initiatives.
We continue to offer live virtual fieldtrips for classrooms, and this has
proven to be a successful way to reach schools throughout the whole province.
We have made steps toward our focus of enhancing Government House
services to be more inclusive and accessible by implementing a property-wide
program called Blind Square. It is a CNIB app that enables people who are visually impaired to experience and more safely negotiate our building, grounds, and museum. We will
also be releasing a new virtual reality experience on our website, beginning with the Interpretive Center. Viewers will be
able to virtually navigate through the Interpretive Center, then click on the panels and artifacts to read the information,
just as if they were in the actual space. We hope to continue to expand this experience through Government House,
room by room.
We are looking forward to May, and are hopeful that we will be able to kick off the summer season with our new
Visitor Experience Hosts developing their first-person tours and garden tours. The official opening of the Feature Exhibit,
Rest, Rehab and Recreation, will open in May. This exhibit highlights the period when Government House was a convalescent home (1945-1957). In June, we will celebrate National Indigenous History Month by highlighting the history of the
Crown and Indigenous Relationship, and by showcasing an art exhibit in QEII Gallery by a group of artists from La Longe.
We wish we could have held our annual volunteer appreciation luncheon to recognize the hard work, passion, and
dedication all of the GHHS volunteers bring to make Government House come alive. You continue to be innovative and
find ways to continue to support Government House so we can share Saskatchewan’s rich history with our community. A
virtual “thank you” message was sent to you in April. To those GHHS board members whose terms ended in March, we
greatly appreciate your commitment and passion for Government House. As well, we happily welcome the new board
members who will continue to make GHHS one of the best volunteer-run organizations with which I have ever worked.
I wish good health and wellness to you and your loved ones.
Brie Hnetka, Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens
Provincial Capital Commission

Art Exhibit: 2nd Floor Corridor, Government
House. Start date dependent on COVID-19
protocols
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(Continued from page 1)

It is with sincere appreciation that I acknowledge Sheila Carson, whose professionalism and dedication to the
Society will remain engrained in its cultural fabric. Her continued availability as Past President is comforting to me and
with her support, our team is poised to return with optimistic energy.
The grounds of Government House will soon be lush and colorful. In time, the House will reopen as a place of
grandeur where visitors, volunteers and members can learn, celebrate and contemplate the coming together of
Saskatchewan’s earliest beginnings. I look forward to returning with each and every one of you.
Nadine Johnson, GHHS President

Victorian Tea Room
Spring has sprung; the grass is still brown and the Victorian Tea Room should
be up and running. Our first tea of 2021 would have been April 10-11. Alas it was not
to be. Government House is again closed to the public. Our hopes of starting our
"Tea with a Twist" cannot happen either, because of the restrictions.
We were saddened to hear of the passing of two of our long-time volunteers,
Rose Miller and Evelyn Hansen. Rose's fresh flowers have been missed for some
time, and Evelyn's lovely manner with guests is a great loss.
Keep safe everyone, and I hope to see you all when we are able to return to
our volunteering, hopefully in the near future.
Sheila Carson, Tea Room Coordinator

2021 Tea dates
May 1 & 2
June 5 & 6
July 3 & 4
August 6 & 7
September 10 & 11
October 2 & 3 November 6 & 7
December 4 & 5 by random draw of request forms
The above dates are booked but on hold till further notice
and dependent on government guidelines and restrictions
due to COVID-19.
Please check our website frequently for updates
Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca for updates
and more information or call and leave us a message at
639-571-7123.
Judy Taylor and Lorna Bingaman
preparing for the Victorian Tea event
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!
Another Spring came around and we are still in restrictions due to COVID-19.
You will agree though, that COVID-19 actually opened opportunities we could
never have explored; it taught us new ways to navigate life and do things
differently - these new ways that might remain with us for years to come if not
forever.
The Online Market is still on the website, the cookbook idea that came as a
result of the restriction is nearing being published. You need to have a copy for
yourself, and consider it as a gift for family and friends. My favourite section of the
cookbook is the Historical section that features menus served in Government
House as far back as 1890. I hardly cook from recipes, but from this cookbook, I
already have my eyes on the Seafood Casserole, Salmon Loaf, to mention a few
that I will try. The Committee that worked on this project spent hours and hours to
produce a unique and special cookbook. I am sure without the restrictions due to COVID-19, the birth of this cookbook might
never happened. Congratulations to the New Events Committee for this great accomplishment. You can now order the
cookbook from the Online Market through this link: https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/.
The vaccine is here and thousands of people have received their first vaccine. With this vaccine roll out, we all look
forward to the possibility of getting back to in-person gatherings again. Before we get there, I will continue to take
advantage of the virtual platform. There are new volunteers waiting to attend the Volunteer Information Session. A virtual
information session is being planned for some time in May or June. It has been a while since we gathered as volunteers;
mid-March would have been our Annual Workshop. As we look forward to the possibility of in-person gathering due to many
people taking the vaccine, in the meantime, let’s take advantage of the virtual platform and come together for a virtual
coffee break on Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 7.00pm, just for one hour. It will be a time to virtually meet the new GHHS President, get some updates on what is happening at Government House and much more. Please RSVP by Monday May 17th. I
hope to see you on the May 20th at the virtual coffee break.
Many of you have renewed your membership online with your credit card; now paying your membership using etransfer is available as well through this link: https://govhousesociety.ca/become-a-member/etransfer/. I encourage you to
visit our website and suggest new ideas to improve the looks or contents on the site.
With the new opportunities and ideas that COVID-19 brought us also comes the need for volunteers who could help
on the social platform. If social media is an area of interest to you, please contact me to discuss opportunities to help with
some of those areas.
Thank you all for your continued commitment to the mission of the Society. Let’s all comply with all the Government
guidelines, stay safe and healthy. I hope to see you soon!
Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

Welcome!
New Members and Volunteers

Kari Olson & James Chimirri-Russell - MV
MV = Member & Volunteer V = Volunteer

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless
Sherry Anderson
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GHHS Annual General Meeting (AGM)
We could not hold the Annual General Meeting in 2020 due to COVID-19 in our traditional way of in-person meeting. We
only posted information on the website and invited members to access information, etc. However, for the 2021 AGM, we actually did a virtual gathering. Every member who registered actually called in. What a great success! Before adjourning the meeting, a member suggested having virtual AGM as an option next year even if members are able to meet in person. One board
member stepped down, but the position was not filled, since having eleven directors is acceptable.
Sheila Carson, the longest serving GHHS President, handed the baton to Nadine Johnson. See information below about the
new GHHS President.
Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor

Leaving Board: Adedeji Adesina. Thank you
for your contribution during your tenure on the Board.

The new GHHS President
Nadine joined the GHHS Board in 2019. Having retired after 40 years of public service with the Executive
Government of Saskatchewan, Nadine now spends her time supporting K-12 education. Professionally, she has developed
extensive experience in operations management and business process development in service delivery, financial, human
resource and technology management. She has earned a reputation as a leader in creating and retaining a healthy
workplace with positive internal and external relationships.
Nadine’s knowledge of board governance, administrative tribunal and regulatory enforcement was attained through the
many social justice programs in which she served the public. A consummate professional with a relaxed leadership style,
Nadine has demonstrated strong organizational, communication, innovative and emotional intelligence skills. Her life
purpose is family, culture, community, faith and personal growth. Nadine began volunteering with GHHS’s tea room, black
tie auction and seasonal house events in the fall of 2016.
She currently serves the Le Campagnole Italian Dancers as Finance Director. Her volunteer history includes community
associations, mediation, her local church and her children’s education, sports and hobbies. Interests include gardening,
cooking, entertaining, travel, quilting and the Riders. Her eight grandchildren hold first place in their Nonna’s heart.

2021- 2022 Board Meeting Dates

GHHS Board of Directors
2021 – 2022
President:
Nadine Johnson
Vice-President:
Sharon Hurst
Secretary:
Kevin Gooding
Treasurer:
Adrian Golbey
Past President:
Sheila Carson
Directors-at-Large (in alphabetical order)
Jeanne Alexander
Charlene Balion
Lorna Bingaman
Lynn Ridgway
Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White

Meeting Dates 2020
Reports Due
May 17
May 10
June 21
June 14
September 20
September 13
October 18
October 11
November 15
November 8
December 20
December 13
Meeting Dates 2022
Reports Due
January 17
January 10
February 22 (Tuesday) February 15
March 21
March 14
AGM Monday March 28

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections yearly, but when
you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.
The Society Times
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
This time last year, we were all contemplating that COVID-19 would be over by now. The committee also anticipated
that we would be able to gather for the appreciation tea in 2021 to give out awards to volunteers as in the previous years. In
2020, the majority of you could not volunteer for lack of activities and events and all the government restrictions.
However, for the 2021 Volunteer Appreciation Tea, please watch out for information from the committee in the next
newsletter. Nonetheless, the VRC continues to appreciate all GHHS volunteers for your eagerness to participate when
restrictions are relaxed, and we are allowed to gather again in person.
I continue to update each volunteer’s information to include the year they started volunteering with GHHS. I would
appreciate it if you have not given me that information about your start time with GHHS, to please do so by email or phone
call. Members who are volunteers can also indicate that information when renewing their membership.
In the meantime, please take care out there and keep well, as we all look forward to seeing each other again very
soon. Thank you so much for all you do.
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC

1

GHHS Volunteers at the PCC Volunteer Appreciation Lunch and Volunteer Recognition Tea

Newsletter Committee
This newsletter has plenty of exciting news about the new GHHS Cookbook called All of Us Together, and about our new
President. We hope it will inspire you to go again to the Online Market page and order your copy of the cookbook. And it is
always exciting to have a new President. Thankfully, the Past President, Sheila Carson will still be on the Board to guide
newcomers on their way.
We hope that you are thinking SPRING, and that it is raising your spirits and moving you to not only throw off winter’s
coats and boots, but to throw off limiting ideas and welcome spring with more energy and new ideas.
Gayle White, Co-editor

Karen
Jocko;s
Friends
Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because
you Hamilton,
want to, Chair
in a of
cause
you
consider good
5
Ivan Scheier

The Society Times

6

Spring 2021

Monkey Business
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members

April 2021 edition

Jocko is seeing a reawakening of the
world after wintertime. The world is waking
up to spring with excitement for new
challenges. He welcomes the return to
warmer days and the freshness of spring that can lift our
spirits.
Spending time in nature promotes relaxation and
fosters an appreciation for natural beauty. Getting out
there and seeing new shoots poking up through the soil,
buds of sprouting leaves, birds coming home, spring
flowers, glorious longer days, and soft warm weather will
make all of us feel better. May you enjoy your time in
nature either with gardening projects or simply going for a
walk.
We can celebrate Earth Day on April 22nd, a day when
the world celebrates our planet. All of us must continue to
keep it strong and healthy and make it a better place for
everyone.
It is with regret that we accept Mary Anne Pennett’s resignation from the Jocko’s Friends Committee. Special
thanks to Mary Anne for her many contributions to the committee and for her donations to the 2020 online Christmas
Market. We continue to wish her health and happiness.
Let us hope that we can see each other at some point in the future during 2021 and enjoy the beautiful grounds
and gardens at Government House. Indeed, it has been a long while since our last face-to-face social connections.
Wishing you and your families a spring full of health and wellness.
Here’s to new beginnings!
Keep a green tree in your heart and perhaps the singing bird will come. Chinese Proverb
Until next time, stay well, stay safe and take care.
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre

Where should a monkey go when he loses his tail? – To a retailer!
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New Event Committee: Cookbook
Please help me send our Cookbook Committee Volunteers:
Sheila Carson, Sharon Hurst and Gayle White
a ‘High Five’ on our GHHS Cookbook!

Thank You for your commitment and time to this endeavour. Please also send out a ‘high five’ to Lynn Ridgeway for her
lovely photo that was used for the front cover of the Book, and to Rebecca Otitoju, as Volunteer Coordinator, for her
assistance.

PHOTO PRIZE WINNERS
Thank you to everyone who submitted pictures with their recipes for the cookbook. Lynn Ridgeway’s Sun Tea photo,
and Bonnie Racz and Adrian Golbey’s Rhubarb Almond Pastry photos have been selected and have helped form part of
this book. A $25 gift certificate from Collectibles will be awarded.
Thank you so much to Susan Hogarth and the Vintage & Collectibles Committee for their generosity!
Charlene Balion, New Events/Cookbook Committee Chair

Black Tie Auction Update
We have not forgotten about Black Tie and we are actively recruiting the
committee for 2021/22. As with life, things change, and we are excited to make updates
to the event. The committee will continue to preserve, promote and enhance Government House by the volunteer work that we do. The future is uncertain at this time but
we look forward to seeing you all back when the next Black Tie event is held.
Cyndy Findlay and Elayne Bennett Fox, Co-chairs
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Janette Richardson & Cyndy Findlay
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Upcoming Events
Volunteer Appreciation Tea
Watch out for details

Vintage and Collectibles Committee:
We are in need of donations of TEACUPS,
and also plates of 8” to 10”. If you can help,
please contact Iris at 306-539-3644

GHHS Face Book & Instagram
https://www.facebook.com/Government-HouseHistorical-Society-137117816301443/
https://www.instagram.com/govhousesociety/
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Contact us
GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

SPRING HAS SPRUNG AND SO HAS OUR GHHS COOKBOOK

Just in time for Mother’s, Father’s Day and Birthday gifting! Give yourself and
someone you appreciate this one-of-a kind Cookbook that you helped create.

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on
Follow us on
PHONE:
306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju
Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White
Information update

Information Update:

Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

 This unique Cookbook has an assortment of over 250 recipes from our

Photo credits and resources:

 Go back in time over the past 130 years to look at What was Cooking in the

Chad Debert
Ann Grahame
Robert Thompson
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Kitchen and a rare look at Government House menus and recipes from
many elegant formal dinners served to royalty and dignitaries.

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
July 2, 2021

Go to our website: govhousesociety.ca/shop and order your copy on the Online
Market or Phone: 306-787-5363 or Email: ghhscookbook@govhousesociety.ca

Volunteers, Members, Partners, Friends and Family. It also includes
comical, behind the scenes Tales from the Tea Kitchen, along with recipes
and other Victorian Tea inspired material.

To order your 250 page Cookbook, with color photographs for $20:

***** One time print, don’t miss out on this keepsake. *****

Alone we can do so little;

Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller
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