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President’s Message 
  Welcome to 2021!  May it prove 
to be a kinder, more gentle and     
normal year than the one we have 
just left behind.  As Alfred, Lord    
Tennyson (1809-1892) once wrote, 
"The year is going, let him go." Few  
of us will mourn its passing. 
 I truly wish that it could be said 
that we are ready to plunge into the 
new year with plans for all our usual 
events underway. Sadly the only  
thing I can say is that the dates for the 
2021 Victorian Tea season have been  
chosen.  At present we hope to begin in 
April. Whether or not that will happen remains to be seen. The tentative, hoped for 
dates, are optimistically posted on our website. 
 The Online Market will be undergoing a post-Christmas update as seasonal 
items are removed. 
 The cookbook project is picking up momentum again. It is hoped that the     
publication will be ready in time for Mother's Day. With the uptick in home-cooking  
brought about by the pandemic, we hope this will be a welcome addition to many 
kitchens. 
 Government House remains closed to the public with no information available 
as to a possible reopening. 
 Sadly, the passing of one of our long-time members and volunteers must be   
noted. Glenna Melnychuk passed away in late December. Glenna was, for many 
years, the kitchen coordinator for the teas. Besides her brutal starting time of 
7:00am, Glenna was well known for her frugal ways. So frugal that kitchen volun-
teers, more than once, were sent on emergency supply runs when the number of 
guests exceeded the number planned for. You can guess that this was before the 
introduction of reservations! 
 The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 29, 2021. The 
Board is working on a virtual meeting plan. Further details will be forthcoming. 
 Stay warm, stay safe and above all, stay healthy. I hope to see and volunteer 
with you soon. 
 
Cheers,                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
Sheila Carson, President – GHHS 
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Our mission is to preserve, 
promote, and enhance      

Government House as a   
public heritage site. 

Important Notice  
Deadline for submission             

to The Society Times       
April 2, 2021 

GHHS President Sheila Carson with 
her husband, George at 2018 Black 
Tie event in Government House 
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Government House Art Show  
Survey / Méandres II 
Presented by: Anne Brochu Lambert 
Showing: January 29 to March 28, 2021 
  
 This exhibition brings together a selection of 17 paintings created in encaustic 
and a variety of mixed materials over the last 15 years. This is the result of Anne’s 
creative research on the prairies’ landscape motif. Born and raised in Lévis (QC), 
Anne chose to live in Saskatchewan more than 30 years ago. The imposing            
geography of the province, its wondrous light, and the way our presence has   
shaped the territory have become the main focus of her work. 
  The creative journey is very much like a meander (méandre), being both         
challenging and rewarding. The narrative thread and emotional response toward 
these works belong to the viewer’s own experiences. 
  Anne has exhibited  in solos, collectives and juried shows, here in Canada and 
the USA. She was included in the four editions of the provincial art fair ART NOW,   
in Saskatchewan ( 2016-2019). Her work was juried in the curated provincial tour 
exhibition “Solitaire-Solidaire”, led by the Conseil culturel fransaskois and           
supported by the Saskatchewan Arts Board (2013-2015). 

Message from Government House  
  Happy New Year!  2020 was a challenge for many people, and the regular   
   operations and programming of Government House was no exception.  We needed to  
   adapt and change. However, I feel very fortunate to be able to work with a creative and 
   resilient team that was able to pivot and reimagine how to engage the community in  
   the history and heritage of our wonderful City and Province. So, I wanted to share some 
   2020 Government House successes with you!      
• The Completion of NEW 120-stall Government House parking lot – doubling parking  
         capacity. 
• 425 artifacts, inspected, updated, and databased – with help from GHHS volunteers! 
• Developed, recorded and edited 76 original content videos for social media and  
       programming! 
• Provided 320 safe “in person” tours of Government House.   

• Increased the number of school programs delivered in the fall by 70% over last year during the same time period.  
Reached classrooms all over the province as far north as Pierceland, SK using virtual programming.   

• Increased Facebook likes by 9.8%.  
• Increased IG following by 13%. 
• 3895 views of our Facebook Live Victorian Christmas Traditions Tours! Allowing more people to experience Christmas at 

Government House than ever before! All be it much differently than past years. So although 2020 was not ideal, we are 
celebrating the silver lining in such a turbulent time.    

   Government House is still closed to the public, so we continue to plan for virtual programming, tours, and showcasing 
our new art exhibits and the new Feature Exhibit (that will be going up in the spring) virtually until we are open to the public 
again!   
   I wish you all a safe and healthy 2021, and thank you for your resiliency and adaptability this past year. The GHHS  
volunteers continue to be creative in order to engage our community and to help keep Government House relevant. Thank 
you for your determined dedication and passion!    
 
Brie Hnetka, Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens 

Brie Hnetka 
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!  

   I am sure that many of us were happy to see 2021 roll in, even though we are  

not quite sure of what to expect. The year 2020 brought in challenges that went  

beyond what we could imagine, however, the year also opened the opportunity to        

re-think our priorities and come up with some creative ways of doing things.  

   In relation to work (which applies to all other areas), I have seen GHHS venture    

into areas that we would have never discussed or considered if not for COVID-19.  

It is the resilience, the desire to try new ideas that prompted the Committees and  

GHHS leadership to venture into the Tea with a Twist, On-Line Auction and the  

On-Line Market. Now that the vaccine is coming in, I hope that will create a quicker  

opportunity to be able to have in-person gatherings again.   

   In this newsletter, you will notice I used the pictures of volunteers from past 

events to ensure that we do not lose sight of each other. GHHS is fortunate to have  

dedicated volunteers, some are still volunteering in whatever capacity that make them 

feel safe. The safety of the volunteers was paramount, which made the kitchen volunteers to stop   doing Tea with a 

Twist that was very successful. We and the tea guests missed the excitement of the annual Christmas tea and the vintage 

and collectible sales that accompany it.  

   In order to make available to the guests some items they might see at a tea, these are now on our Online Market. 

Please take time to visit our site https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/ to view the items and buy those favorite items of 

yours, and please help promote it to family and friends. If you cannot find what you want, please send an email to:                                

info@govhousesociety.ca to inform us about such item. 

   The volunteer workshop will not be held in person as in the past, please watch out for details of a possible virtual 

coffee time. This could give us the opportunity to see each other and to chat. 

   The Volunteer Recognition Committee is still hopeful that the appreciation tea will be possible in person sometime in 

the year due to the availability of the vaccines. Please watch for details on this. In the meantime, those who have been 

volunteering and working on some tasks from their homes should please email me their hours for 2020.  

   Let’s all continue to do our best to stay safe and well, by following the government guidelines as we all look forward 

to sometime this year for in person gathering. Thank you for your continued commitment. See you soon! 
  

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator 

Ulrike (Rika) and Erika Sawchyn, mother and 
daughter GHHS volunteers, taking a break during 
2018 Government House decorating  

Our GHHS Volunteer Coordinator,              
Rebecca Otitoju, with her husband 
James in an event 2016 

Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of the earth who reflect ...compassion, unselfish caring, pa-
tience and just plain loving one another - Erma Bombeck 
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Victorian Tea Room  
 A New Year, and very little to report for the Victorian Tea Room. We   
have all done our part in honouring the Provincial (and Federal) Guide-
lines to slow/stop the spread of Covid-19. November Victorian Tea with    
a Twist was the last one offered. 
 Many thanks to the exceptionally faithful “Kitchen Ladies”, “Ballroom 
Ladies”, and Collectibles Ladies, who all contributed to make our unusual 
2020 Victorian Tea events the modest success they were. All of the        
taking of orders, payment and count has been done by our very efficient 
Rebecca, thanks for her enthusiasm for the event, which was truly          
inspiring. Also thank you to Elizabeth H. from Government House whose 
idea grew into Victorian Tea with a Twist. 
 
Bonnie Racz, Coordinator for Victorian Tea 

Susan Schroeder with Bonnie Racz at the 
2018 Black Tie Auction 

     2021 Tea dates 
  April 10 & 11  May 1 & 2    
  June 5 & 6   July 3 & 4        
  August 6 & 7  September 10 & 11  
  

 October 2 & 3  November 6 & 7   
                 December 4 & 5 by random draw of request  
    forms 
 

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca or call us to 
make a reservation by leaving a message at 639-571-7123 

Lorna Pederson helping Lucja Sycko get 
ready to volunteer at the Tea with a Twist 
pickup 

May Switzer and Janet Galger volunteering in the kitchen to 
prepare Tea with a Twist orders  

Fresh scones baked 
for Tea with a Twist   

Debbie Rainville in the kitchen baking 
the dessert for Tea with a Twist   
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Archivist 
  Hello again Society Times’ readers! You might be wondering where in the world am 
 writing this article, considering the current situation of Covid-19 restriction; am I in the 
 office or am I at home? Well if you said I am writing this from home, you are absolutely  
 Correct. Like most of us, I am writing this from the safety and comfort of my own home  
 (makeshift) office. 
   You might be wondering “how does an archivist even work from home?” While that  
  sounds like the first half of a joke, it is actually a very good question. Archivists are lucky  
  because there is a significant amount of regular work I am able to do from home, and it  
  does not even differ from my usual office work. My current project of digitizing and  
  cataloguing the contents of collected materials is keeping me very preoccupied. I am also 
  busy planning where the historical documents, scrapbooks, and photographs will be stored 

  once they are completely digitized. In addition, I am always ready and willing to accept  
newly donated material, so if you have anything in your own collection pertaining to Government House or the Society that 
you believe should be in in the archive (this can be any format; documents, advertisements, photographs, letters, or oral 
testimonies) you can contact me by email at ally@govhousesociety.ca, or by phone at 306-850-7121.  
 So you see, while I may not be in my work office, I am still able to preserve the wonderful 
history of Government House and the Society!  
 
Ally Forand, Archivist 

Collectibles Sales 
 The On-Line Christmas Market proved such a success that the project will       
continue as the On-Line Market. We’re presently having a sale, selling off some      
of our Christmas offerings to provide space for new items. So, check us out often,   
as more treasures will be added regularly!  
 Public Health guidelines continue to prevent accepting donations at this time.   
 
Susan Hogarth, Chair 

Left: NettieUhren & Ronda Schmalenberg, at a 
Collectible Sale during a Victorian Tea in 
2018.They were Collectibles Co-chairs 
 
Top right: Bonnie Fladager helping with 2020 
Government House Christmas decorating 
 
Bottom right: Elaine A. Miller and Susan Hogarth     
setting up for 2016 Christmas Market 

Ally Forand 

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless  – Sherry Anderson  

mailto:ally@govhousesociety.ca
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Upcoming Events and Announcements 

The Annual General Meeting 

of the  

Government House Historical Society  

will be held  

Virtually (probably using zoom) 

On 

Monday, March 29, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

Please watch out for details 

         2021 Tea dates 

  April 10 & 11  May 1 & 2    
  June 5 & 6   July 3 & 4        
  August 6 & 7  September 10 & 11  
 October 2 & 3 November 6 & 7   

                 December 4 & 5 by random draw of request 
 

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca or call us to 
make a reservation by leaving a message at 639-571-7123 

On-Line Market SALE! 

Please check us out often on-line, as we will 
be adding lovely new items regularly. Find 
the site at: https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/  
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Monkey Business 
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members                January 2021 edition 

  Jocko sends everyone his warmest wishes for a new year filled 
   with health, happiness and peace. He sends his special thanks to  
    Ariel Schmalenberg, a member of Jocko’s Friends, and also to Ronda  
    Schmalenberg, Sheila Carson, Robin Tuer and Mary Ann Pennett  
    for their artistic contributions to the Government House Historical Society online  
    market held in December 2020. Their creative talents were certainly noticed and  
    greatly appreciated! 
  Jocko certainly misses seeing his friends and wants to offer ideas to help  
    everyone cope and handle difficulties from the weather and the lack of face-to-face   
    social connections. The Danish people are well known for practising Hygge  
    (pronounced Hoo-guh). “Hygge is about making the most of what we have every  
    day”. Hygge is about simple things that do not cost much money and about living in 
    the moment. Cozy blankets and fireplaces are Hygge. So are comfort foods and hot  
    drinks served in favourite mugs. Spending time in nature, watching a favourite movie, 
    reading a book or playing a board game are activities that are considered Hygge.  

      Listening to music and looking at photos can open a vault of happy memories. We  
      feel good when we do good things; therefore, finding ways to spread a little kindness 
      will help make us happier. Engage in arts and craft. Remember to stay fit – it is  

important for our physical health as well as our mental health. Spend more time outside. Even 15 minutes per day outside 
can increase life satisfaction. 
 Jocko is hopeful that he will see his friends at some point in 2021 in the beautiful surroundings of Government House.   
He reminds us to please stay healthy and to stay safe. 
 
Warmest regards, 
From Jocko 
 
 
 
 Thank you to the committee members, Gareth Evans, Terry Bedard, Deanna Brown, Mary Ann Pennett, Ronda 
Schmalenberg and Carolyn Thompson for their ongoing support. It is with regret that we accept Robin Tuer’s resignation 
from the Jocko’s Friends Committee. Special thanks to Robin for her many contributions to the committee. How we      
appreciate her artistic creations! We continue to wish her well. 
 
“Joy does not come from outside.  It comes from the inside. Try to keep your heart happy, your soul happy.” 
 
Wishing all of you a year that brings peace, happiness and many good things. 
 
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Chair of Jocko’s Friends 

Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre 

Adam Hicks, Dance Instructor 
and Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre at a 
2018 Jocko’s Christmas event 
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 Information update 

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
 

       Like us on  
 

PHONE: 
306-787-5363 
306-501-0744 

 
FAX: 

306-787-5714 
 

E-MAIL: 
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 

 
Newsletter Committee and          

Editorial Team: 
Rebecca Otitoju 

Jennifer Thompson 
Gayle White 

 
Information Update: 

Have you moved to a different    
address or changed your email? 

Please call:                                                     
306-787-5363 or email                    

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with your new information 

 

Photo credits and resources: 
Ann Grahame 
Elizabeth Hill 

Robert Thompson 
Gayle White 

Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier) 
 
 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 

Newsletter Committee  
 The pandemic has not stopped the Newsletter committee from its work. 
The Cookbook committee and the Collectibles committee are also still at work. 
It is fortunate that many volunteers are still able to contribute to the support 
of Government House. There are all kinds of behind-the-scenes-work going on 
as well. Until we are all vaccinated, there seems little change in sight for on-site 
meetings, teas, and other events. Let’s see what news we will have in the April 
newsletter about activities. 
 
Gayle White, Co-Editor 

Valentine’s Day Virtual Trivia Night   
 Are you missing some healthy 
competition to show off your trivia 
knowledge? Why not try your hand 
with Government House Historical       
Society’s Valentine’s Day Virtual 
Trivia Night? With categories like 
Romantic Movies and All Things 
Chocolate, you are sure to find a 
category that will be entertaining 
and challenging! Other rounds will 
include Great Canadian Love Songs, 
Date Night and Government House. 
  With cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd, there’s bound to be a fierce           
competition to bring home the top prize! Registration is only $20 so be sure 
to sign up for a fun Valentine’s Day activity (50% of all proceeds go to        
support the work of Government House Historical Society). The trivia night 
starts at 7pm (Saskatchewan time) on February 14th and will be open to 
people from around the world! 
   Visit https://govhousesociety.ca/valentines-day-virtual-trivia-night/ 
to register and thank you for your support for Government House Historical 
Society! 

L-R: Lena Shewciw, Lucja Sycko  
and Ruby Saini, volunteers who 
helped at the 2018 members’ event  

On-Line Market SALE! 

Please check us out often on-line, 
as we will be adding lovely new 
items regularly. Find the site at: 
https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/  


