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President’s Message 
 Once again report time for The Society 
Times finds me looking out at the beautiful 
Canadian Rockies. Despite COVID we did our 
homework and discovered there were, and 
still are, no cases in Banff or Canmore.      
Probably due to the strict mask wearing     
requirements. So we packed up and headed 
off for our usual two weeks. And I have to say 
they were spectacularly unusual!  We have 
hiked the same trails and walked the same 
walkways in both areas for years.  We have 
been fortunate to see wildlife but never quite like 
this year.   
 Our first encounter was on a trail just outside Banff where we chanced upon an 
elk herd making its way through the forest. It was amazing to hear the bull elk call to 
his harem as we stood on the path not 50 feet away. 
 The second encounter was along the mighty river Bow where for the first time we 
saw the elk in the river. Just like the proverbial chicken, they were crossing to the  
other side! The bull was not visible at  first sighting but as we lingered he strode into 
view. His bellow caused some of the females and young to begin to move towards 
the bank we were standing on. He strode magnificently  to the bank and they all    
disappeared from view. We knew they would emerge and cross the path to get to the 
denser forest on the other side.  What a sight to experience!   
  Made the three squirrels and two rabbits we had seen to that point pale in     
comparison! 
 Now back to GHHS!  Our Tea With Twist continues to be successful.  We have 
changed the food selections from scones and butter tarts to scones and carrot cake 
or lemon loaf.  For November we added a limited number of Keeping Cakes for those 
who no longer make Christmas cake. Thanks to all the kitchen, ballroom and collecti-
bles volunteers who make this possible. Keep an eye on our website for future Tea 
with a Twist. 
 Black Tie held it’s first ever on-line auction. I am as curious as anybody to hear 
from chairperson Cyndy Findlay how it went. Never let it be said GHHS is not       
adaptable. 
 We hope to launch an on-line market soon. Our website people are helping with 
this.  Rebecca will be sending out information as it becomes available. We hope that 
it will generate the same interest that the Collectibles sales do every month. Jocko’s 
will also have items for sale as they have for many past December’s.  
 As always, remember your masks, hand washing and social distancing.  Keep safe 
and healthy.  I am looking forward to being able to see and volunteer with you again! 
 
Sheila Carson, GHHS President 
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Our mission is to preserve, 
promote, and enhance      

Government House as a   
public heritage site. 

Important Notice: Due to   

 increased mailing costs, there  
 is now an annual charge of    
$10.00 to receive a paper 
copy of The Society Times sent 
by mail.   

Sheila Carson in Canmore  
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Message from Government House  
     I can’t believe that I have been working at Government House for a whole year already!  I am  
  truly enjoying my role here.   I feel extremely lucky to be part of such a dedicated, flexible,  
  creative and resilient team of staff and volunteers.    
   Even with all the adaptations to our tours and programming due to the COVID-10 regulations,  
  I am happy to announce that we had a very productive summer season.  We opened up for tours  
  on July 15 and were able to guide a total of 207 pre-booked tours throughout the summer.    
   On July 31, we opened the Prairie Perspectives art exhibit in the QEII Gallery, presented by  
  Paige Mortensen. Paige uses a technique called watercolor batik to paint her beautiful prairie  
  landscapes and buildings.  Check out the videos on our website, where Paige explains the  
  technique and teaches you how to do it!  
   A new Feature Exhibit opened on Labour Day weekend called Stitching Stories.  Government  
  House has partnered with volunteers from the Embroiderers’ Association of Canada’s Heritage 
collection to curate this exhibit. This exhibit features stunning textiles featuring embroidery in vari-

ous forms dating back hundreds of years and highlights changes to the art of embroidery over time.   
   With these challenging times, come new opportunities. We have developed virtual programming so that schools 
can continue to experience the history of Government House. We have schools that have booked from as far north as 
Pierceland, SK. These virtual field trips have expanded our reach to schools throughout the whole province!    
We look forward to the Holiday Season when the house is decorated in all its Christmas splendour!  Like all the  
volunteers of the GHHS, we too will continue to plan and navigate ways to engage the public, whether it is in person or 
virtually, and this will be no different during the Holidays.   
   On behalf of the staff of Government House, I want to extend our heartfelt thanks to each of you.  We have been so 
impressed and inspired by the ingenuity and creativity the GHHS volunteers have shown. Your initiatives of the Tea with 
a Twist, and the online Black Tie Auction have been a huge success.. Congratulations and thank you for your hard work 
on these projects. I can’t wait to see the cookbook that will be coming out soon! 
   I wish you all a safe and healthy fall season. Like you, I don’t know what to expect in the next few months, but stay 
vigilant and I know that with such a resilient crew of volunteers and staff, Government House will be here to be  
treasured for another 129 years to come.    
    
Brie Hnetka , Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens 
 
 

Art Exhibit: 2nd Floor Corridor, Government House 

Brie Hnetka 
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!   

 In the summer edition, I informed you of the new tea project, Victorian Tea with a Twist with August 7th as the first 
pickup day. We have had three pick ups so far with great success. This tea project will continue until December as with 
the monthly teas. The kitchen volunteers are amazing. They baked such delicious scones and butter tarts that I got a call 
asking if we cater to public orders because the caller wanted to put in a special order for the best butter tarts. We are 
doing our best to give the guests some tea room experience as they picked up their orders. They were greeted by the 
Visitor Experience Host who directed them to the Commissionaires and then to our Greeter and volunteers who dressed 
as servers to guide them in picking up their orders. For the September 11th pick up, Sharon Cross was gracious to play the 
piano as in the monthly teas, for the two hours during the pickup time. The selections were changed for October, and 
November featured some Christmas baking.  

The cookbook is still in progress with the hope of printing it soon. The committee is working hard on this idea., it 
is going to be one-of-a-kind because it will include some special recipes served in the House and some from the kitchen. 
A big “thank you” to all of you who submitted recipes for this project, your recipes along with others will make a great 
cookbook. Please watch out for more information regarding this. 

There are plans on the way to transform the GHHS website to a one-stop site so guests will have the opportunity 
to view and buy some collectible items. Watch out for this great innovation. However, we need volunteers with                 
e-commerce, copywriting and retail backgrounds. If you fall within any of these categories or you know of someone, 
please call or email me.  

We will continue to hope that soon COVID-19 will be behind us and become history. In the meantime, we all 
need to continue to ensure that we protect ourselves and follow the Government’s mask and hygiene regulations.   
 
Rebecca Otitoju, Volunteer Coordinator 

  
 
 
 

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless   
Sherry Anderson  

Tea for Two 
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Victorian Tea Room  
    For the months of August, September, and October we have 
   been offering Victorian Tea with a Twist, where the offerings 
are 
   prepared in the kitchen staffed by the “Kitchen Ladies”, the  
   items are packed by the Collectibles Committee, with     
   contributions from that committee of plates, tea cups and china 
   mugs, and made available for pickup on the Friday of what   
   would have been a tea weekend by the “Ballroom Ladies”.  All  
   of the taking  of orders, payment and count has been done by  
   our very efficient Rebecca. 
    Baked scones, and scone mixes are part of the selection, as 
   well as a box of our signature tea.  We have tried butter tarts,  
   lemon crumble loaf and carrot cake, and have tested Keeping 

  Cake, a cranberry spice loaf which was available for November. 
 Thank you to all the faithful and enthusiastic volunteers who have contributed to keeping our Victorian Tea before 
the public.  
 
Bonnie Racz, Coordinator for Victorian Tea Room 

Bonnie Racz and Sheila Carson doing some 
kitchen planning  

Top Left: Sharon Cross, pianist 
 
Bottom left: Eileen Hutton and 
Bonnie Fladager, ready with 
orders for pickup 
 
Top right: Lorna Pederson, 
Greeter with list of orders 
 
Bottom right: Debbie Rainville 
in the kitchen baking 

Tea with a Twist Volunteers 
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Black Tie On-Line Auction 2020  
 This has been a year of rethinking everything we do.  We give a big thank 
you to Loren McDougall and Dan Heslip of McDougall Auctions for their gener-
osity and assistance in this adventure. We now do not have to pay the monthly  
expense of the Storage Mart that was eating up our fundraising dollars. The 
items, when we looked at fair market value for the total, came out higher than 
what Fair Market Value would have been. Success!! The fundraiser raised 
$9,186. and this includes a private donation to Black Tie. We have not received 
the movers fee yet so this will probably round the number off.  
 We would also like to extend our thanks to Rebecca for her assistance with 
getting the message out to all our membership, to those who looked on the 
Auction site and sent in bids, and to Bob Stocks, Elayne Bennett Fox and Iris 
Sirke for helping make this happen.  
 Looking forward to 2021 and a new look for Black Tie. 
 
Cyndy Findlay,  Black Tie Chair 

His Honour the Honourable Russ Mirasty 
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan,      
Her Honour Donna Mirasty and Cyndy 
Findlay at the 2019 Black Tie auction 

Vintage & Collectibles Committee  
    We in Collectibles continue to support Victorian Tea-With-a-Twist by  
   monthly sourcing the cups and saucers along with the serving dishes supplied  
   with the goodies. Committee members Elaine Miller, Iris Sirke, Pat Taylor and  
   Claire Thorseth, Lizhi Wang and Gayle White deserve a big thank-you; so far,  
   They have packed over 230 bags of delicious goodies for eager customers.  
    While we are not in a position to give tax receipts at present, physical  
   distancing being what it is, we do have room in storage for more small items 
   —china, crystal, silver. etc.—and we are particularly looking for Christmas  
   items for the on-line sale. If you have anything to donate, please give Iris a  
   call at 306-539-3644 to arrange a drop off. 
      Christmas at Government House is going to be different this year. But the 

challenge of the time has brought new and innovative programming. We’re 
looking forward to ways of celebrating the most traditional of seasons. We 
hope you all can join in. 
 

Susan Hogarth, Chair. 

Black Tie guests at the 2019 auction. We missed the 
gathering this year, thanks to McDougal Auction for 
making the 2020 Black Tie auction possible through 
their online platform 

One of the items featured at the 2020 Black 
Tie online auction on McDougall auction  
website 

Gayle White and Susan Hogarth sorting out 
plates and tea cups for the November Tea 
with a Twist orders 
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Special Thanks to the following  
2020 Black Tie Sponsors 

 
McDougall Auction  

Ross and Eileen McEwen, and  
All donors of the items auctioned 

Dickens’ Yuletide Singers 
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 

 
  
 I am sorry to say that the Dickens Yuletide Singers Concerts for 
2020 will not be going ahead due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 
 It will a very different holiday season without so many of our 
traditional activities like these concerts. I will do my best to enjoy 
the simpler pleasures like a warm cup of tea, a cozy chair and a 
good book to get me through. I hope you are all able to find such 
comforts as well. 
 I so look forward to getting back to enjoying GHHS and all the 
wonderful people involved with this great organization. 
 
Lorna Bingaman 
Dickens Concert Committee Chair 

Government House decorating 
November 17 - 18, 2020 

Please call Rebecca Otitoju 306-787-5363 or 
send her an email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 

if you are  
available to volunteer for decorating.  

 

GHHS Archivist Report  
    Hello! Did you know October is National Archives month? You might be 
   wondering what an archivist even does. In short, archivists assess whether a  
   piece of information is of value, then maintain and store the information in  
   the best possible way. The information I have been examining and maintaining here at 
   Government House is primarily documents, letters, emails, and photographs.  
    Unfortunately, these items alone do not always tell the entire story,  
   especially at a place with such a full, rich history like Government House. In  
   the past, perhaps more information has been collected for a certain  
   committee, topic or event, and can become overrepresented in the archive.  
   Other times, no information can be found on a certain committee, topic or event.  
   When this happens, it can seem as if that part of the story never existed in the first  
   place. One way archivists handle this sort of problem is asking the wider community  

   for any information they have collected over the years. Often, we will ask volunteers to 
partake in oral interviews, which are extremely precious in archives because they provide first-hand accounts of             situ-
ations, and supplement the physical information.  
 If you have any information you would like to give to the Government House Historical Society to further enrich the   
archive (this can be any format; documents, advertisements, photographs, letters, or oral testimonies) you can contact me 
by email at ally@govhousesociety.ca, by phone 306-787-5204 , or stop by my office on the second floor of Government 
house (beside Rebecca’s office).  
 I hope to see you soon!  
 
Ally Forand, Archivist 

Ally Forand 

mailto:ally@govhousesociety.ca
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    Jocko misses seeing his friends, but understands the  
   current circumstances. He has noticed the many efforts of  
   his friends during 2019 and wants to acknowledge his  
   appreciation for their gifts of time to the many events  
   organized by Government House and by Government House  
   Historical Society.  Warmest thanks to all of the volunteers and  
   congratulations to the award recipients. 
    The Jocko’s Friends Loyal Service Award recognizes Jocko’s Friends  
   volunteers who have provided 3 – 9 hours of dedicated service in 2019.   
   Congratulations to Emily Brown, Liam Karwandy, Ariel Schmalenberg,  
   Jayven Schmalenberg and Danika Woodcock. 
    The Jocko’s Friends Dedicated Award recognizes Jocko’s Friends 
   volunteers who have provided 10 hours or more of dedicated service in  
   2019. Congratulations to Adesuji Adeneye, Emily Hubick and Carter  

      Schmalenberg. 
  The Jocko’s Friends Graduation Award recognizes members of Jocko’s  

Friends who have been members prior to turning 17 years of age. Recipients receive a one-year membership to  
Government House Historical Society.  Congratulations to Anaelle Baum, Emily Hubick and Abigail Sadowski. 
 With hope and anticipation, Jocko looks forward to seeing all of his friends volunteering in the beautiful surroundings 
of Government House in 2021. 
 
Warmest regards, 
From Jocko 
 
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Jocko’s Friends Chair 
 
 

 

Monkey Business 
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members          October 2020 edition 

V – valuable contributions from the junior volunteers 
O – outstanding efforts noticed by everyone 
L –  long lasting memories created by volunteer opportunities 
U – united efforts of many volunteers for the well being of others 
N – noteworthy gifts of time and talents from everyone to help others 
T – talents shared and noticed for worthy causes 
E – engaged volunteers who lead by example 
E – everlasting benefits gained by volunteering 
R – responsible volunteers always ready to help 
S – ‘service with a smile’ is their slogan 

Did you know………………? 
Jocko’s Friends volunteered 
for a total of 247 hours in 
2019. Wow!  Job well done! 
 

“Well done is better than well said.”  Ben Franklin 

Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre and Ann Grahame 
at one of Jocko’s Friends events 
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The picture that won the Tea with a Twist photo contest. Tavin, 
having a great time during the family picnic at Government 
House  

Trelle Kolojay with her little guy being presented 
with the photo contest prize by Rebecca Otitoju 

Tea with a Twist photo contest 
 With the September Tea with a Twist pickup was the information to 
send in pictures showing how guests enjoyed  their tea. Trelle Kolojay 
and her family came to pick up their order, ready for a picnic. They went 
straight to the Edwardian Garden for a family picnic to enjoy the scones 
and some lemonade. Congratulations to Trelle Kolojay. We got some 
other great pictures as well as shown below. Thank you all for your    
support. 
 
Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor 

Picture submitted by Raquel Digness-Froese 

Picture submitted by Elayne Bennett Fox of her friends  
enjoying one of the Tea with a Twist selection 

Picture submitted by Barbara Miller (middle) 
with her sister and their mother getting ready to 
have tea together 



 

The Society Times           9           Fall 2020 

Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC) 
 As it was communicated some time ago, the Volunteer Recognition Tea was postponed to 2021 with the hope that 
life will have settled to normal at that time. I am sure that we all are eager to experience that normalcy again. 
 The Tea with a Twist brought with it opportunity to volunteer for some kitchen and ballroom volunteers. I have tried 
to bring different volunteers in for each pickup time to get more participation from the volunteers. If I haven’t called you 
yet and you want to volunteer, please email or call me.  
 On behalf of VRC, I want to congratulate all of our award recipients for 2020. A year ago, no one anticipated what we 
are in today. However, I am thankful that you and your loved ones are doing well despite the situation we are in. Below 
is the list of our 2020 award recipients who will be receiving their award at the 2021 Volunteer Appreciation Tea. 
 I want to take this opportunity to thank all GHHS Volunteers. We hope we will see you more next year. Your  
commitment is greatly appreciated.   

  
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC  Committee 

 

Award Recipients 
A special congratulation to all GHHS Volunteers and to 
the following volunteers who will be receiving their 
awards at the 2021 Volunteer Appreciation Tea.  
 

Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland  
Annual Volunteer Service Award 

Dale & Janette Richardson 
 

Volunteer Recognition Committee Award 
Terry Bedard 

 
Dedicated Service Award 250 plus hours (7) 
Sheila Carson, Cyndy Findlay, Adrian Golbey,   
Elaine A. Miller, Bonnie Racz, Iris Sirke, and  

Gayle White          
 

Loyal Service Award 100 plus hours (16) 
Elayne Bennett Fox, Lorna Bingaman, Bonnie Fladager,       
Susan Hogarth, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Kevin Gooding,  

Carol Lewis, Carmelle Mondor, Bonnie Racz,  
Debbie Rainville, Janette Richardson, Dale Richter,  
Ronda Schmalenberg, Pat Taylor, Claire Thorseth,  

Lizhi Wang, and Jacque Wight  
 

New Volunteer Award 50 plus hours (3) 
Dale Richter, Theresa Karkut and Shea Poncsak 

 

Award Recipients 
 

Jocko’s Graduation Award over 16 (3) 
Anaelle Baum, Emily Hubick and Abigail Sadowski 

 
Jocko’s Dedicated Award 10 hours plus) (3)  

Adesuji Adeneye, Emily Hubick and  
Carter Schmalenberg 

 
Jocko’s Loyal Award 3 - 9 hours (5) 

Emily Hubick, Liam Karwandy, Ariel Schmalenberg 
Jayven Schmalenberg and Danika Woodcock 

Dale Richardson, who won one of the door prizes 
during the 2019 Volunteer Appreciation Tea 

Congratulations  
2020 Award Recipients.  
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 Information update 

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
 

       Like us on  
 

PHONE: 
306-787-5363 

FAX: 
306-787-5714 

E-MAIL: 
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 

 
Newsletter Committee and          

Editorial Team: 
Rebecca Otitoju 

Jennifer Thompson 
Gayle White 

 
Information Update: 

Have you moved to a different    
address or changed your email? 

Please call:                                                     
306-787-5363 or email                    

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with your new information 

 
Photo credits and resources: 

Elayne Bennett Fox 
Dr. George & Sheila Carson 

Elizabeth Hill 
Trelle Kolojay 
Barbara Miller 

Raquel Digness-Froese 
Carolyn Speirs 

Robert Thompson 
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/

London/issue/63135/supplement/B1 
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier) 

 
 

Deadline for submission             
to The Society Times       

January 4, 2021 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 

Newsletter Report  
 This is the last newsletter of 2020. What a year, unlike any other in 100 years. 

Through summer and this fall we have continued to keep our profile in the public 

eye with Tea-With-a-Twist, and the online auction. Volunteers and members are 

still working hard. We have completed our Tea with a Twist for this year, and the 

work on the Cookbook is still underway. The Board is now meeting in person in 

Sir Richard Lake Hall using social distancing and masks.  

 How lucky we are in Saskatchewan that the majority of our population are 

taking seriously the need for masks and hand cleaning! Regina has been faring 

rather well, so let’s hope we can keep this up into the new year. 

 
Gayle White, co-editor 

Heather Salloum, who is on the Queen's 
Birthday Honours List, was        appoint-
ed a Lieutenant of the Royal     Victorian 
Order (LVO) by The Queen. Congratula-
tions! 
 

For more information, please go to this link:  
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/
issue/63135/supplement/B1 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegazette.co.uk%2FLondon%2Fissue%2F63135%2Fsupplement%2FB1&data=02%7C01%7Cbrie.hnetka%40gov.sk.ca%7C132f2b59286942f0429c08d86ca66ccf%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C6373788093
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegazette.co.uk%2FLondon%2Fissue%2F63135%2Fsupplement%2FB1&data=02%7C01%7Cbrie.hnetka%40gov.sk.ca%7C132f2b59286942f0429c08d86ca66ccf%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C6373788093
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegazette.co.uk%2FLondon%2Fissue%2F63135%2Fsupplement%2FB1&data=02%7C01%7Cbrie.hnetka%40gov.sk.ca%7C132f2b59286942f0429c08d86ca66ccf%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C6373788093
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegazette.co.uk%2FLondon%2Fissue%2F63135%2Fsupplement%2FB1&data=02%7C01%7Cbrie.hnetka%40gov.sk.ca%7C132f2b59286942f0429c08d86ca66ccf%7Ccf4e8a24641b40d2905e9a328b644fab%7C0%7C0%7C6373788093

