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Stay safe and healthy!

Important Notice: To receive
a paper copy of newsletter
sent by mail, there will be
an annual charge of $10.00

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

Greetings GHHs readers. I hope this finds you
enjoying all things summer, basking in sunshine,
participating in outdoor activities and above all,
returning to social activities within your respective
comfort levels. Though fully vaccinated, my husband
and I remain reasonably cautious and continue to
follow the recommended personal protections while
attending large public spaces. We remain respectful
of individual comfort levels and choices while
appreciating their respect for ours.
In the Spring 2021 edition of the Society Times,
many of you learned that I am a gardener. The past
three months have seen the newness of spring transNadine Johnson
form into lush, color filled landscapes and the start of
this year’s bounty. Some gardens are further ahead, some are deferred to next year
and others wiped out. As gardeners, we allow ourselves to accept, with optimism,
that this craft comes with no promises. Much of this uncertainty comes from the
quality of seeds, climate and soil conditions with the propensity for disease or predators to consume the harvest. These are matters out of our control but we adapt and
work with it.
Change, big or small, perceived or real, is commonly unwelcome and
uncomfortable. The first three months serving in this position has been both
informative and humbling. With the support and patience of Committee Chairs, I
have learned the membership, priorities and mandate of some Committees, while
recognizing diversity in leadership styles. I have gained a deeper appreciation for the
time and effort required behind the scenes to carry out respective goals and
acknowledge the many who wear more than one leadership hat. You somehow
manage and I applaud you. Whether an activity or event is annual, monthly or ad
hoc, Committees are often correlates in the journey.
Perseverance and patience have served us well. We are gradually returning
within our means and ready to return or revise our plans as needed. Volunteers
recently and overwhelmingly expressed their preference for continued personal
protection practices, most of which are in our control.
With the reopening of Government House, the need for volunteers has
returned. Over the next few weeks, events are planned in the Edwardian Gardens
and we welcome the opportunity to get back to business. The online market remains
open, including the continuation of popular selections “From the Tea Kitchen” in
August and September. Plans to resume our Victorian Teas is underway and the
Committee is ready to adapt if restrictions return.
(Continued on page 3)
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Government House
Unlike the past number of newsletter submissions written from my dark
basement, I am excited to be writing this newsletter from my beautiful office at
Government House - and happy to announce that we are open to the public!
Slowly, but surely, we are moving in the right direction at Government House
with tours and programming.
We are offering pre-booked Edwardian Garden and Museum first-person
character tours with limited capacity. These tours have been going very well. I
encourage you to book a tour this summer to meet our new “characters” and
listen to the stories they share about both the House and Saskatchewan at the
turn of the century.
Brie Hnetka in one of the beautiful
Our new Feature Exhibit, “Rest, Rehab and Recreation,” opened in May.
gardens at Government House
This exhibit highlights the period when Government House was a convalescent
home (1945-1957). To compliment this exhibit a series of vignettes will be released on social media. Watch for those to be
posted in August.
We are fortunate to extend the Art Exhibit, “From La Ronge: Get to Know Us,” to August 9. If you don’t get a
chance to see this beautiful exhibit in person, please watch the virtual tour on our website.
Coming up on Saturday, August 14, Vincent Murphy will be preforming his popular George Watt Tours and on
Saturday, August 28 we invite you and your families to join us for an “Old Fashioned Games Day” in the Edwardian
Gardens.
As we hope to get back to normal at Government House over the summer, the team is looking forward to seeing
more and more of the GHHS volunteers in the building. We are excited to be working with you on a number of initiatives
and projects this year. I want to thank all of the volunteers for hanging in there this year and being willing to restart many
of the wonderful programs and projects that the GHHS is so known and valued for.
I wish good health and wellness to you and your loved ones.
Brie Hnetka
Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens

Saskatchewan Residential School Memorial
Blue skies and a bright sun warmly welcomed guests to the grounds of Government House on the morning of
June 21, 2021, which was National Indigenous Peoples Day and the summer solstice. Their Honours the Honourable Russ
Mirasty and Donna Mirasty were joined by Elders and Knowledge Keepers, who dedicated the site of the Saskatchewan
Residential School Memorial.
His Honour and Elder John Stonechild lead the guests in a walk around the memorial site, and Elders smudged and
said prayers. The dedication was followed by a pipe ceremony in the Lieutenant Governor’s teepee, which was first raised
according to traditional protocols on June 15.
Their Honours will host a public event in September to mark the completion of the
Memorial. The Memorial will provide a place of reflection and remembrance, and
Government House staff plan to incorporate Residential Schools education into
programming. (Provided by the Office of the Lieutenant Governor).

Left: Their Honours
Russ and Donna Mirasty
and daughter Jennifer
Mirasty.
Right: Middle: His Honour
Russ Mirasty and Elders
during a walk around the
memorial site.
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(Continued from page 1)
By this time next quarter, we will know the extent to which Saskatchewan has managed to suppress its number of
active cases. With any luck, we will find ourselves moving in a similar direction planning Christmas gatherings and extensive travel.
In closing, I share my sincere appreciation to Rebecca Otitoju whose continued support in my onboarding and
whose openness to change has allowed us to jointly explore ways to simplify administrative operations.
Nadine Johnson, GHHS President

Potential
2021 Tea dates

Victorian Tea Resuming Soon

November 6 & 7
December 4 & 5

by random draw of request forms

Please check our website
frequently for updates
www.govhousesociety.ca
Find more information or call
and leave us a message at:
639-571-7123.

2021 Christmas Tea Request Form
Available from
September 1st to October 3rd to
print or submit online.
Visit our website
www.govhousesociety.ca
For details

Cookbook Testimonial
“...the best parts for me - because they were a
surprise - were the historical tidbits about the
commercial food industry through the decades.
That was information I didn't
know - for
example that Kraft
Dinner dates from
1937. Who
knew?”
Mary V., Montreal

Setup Crew ready to set up the Victorian Tea tables again.
Back Row: Doris Dolinski and her daughter Bonnie Poissant
Front Row: Lois Pinno, Alyce Garratt and Marg Wilde
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Order your copy of our cookbook at:
www.govhousesociety.ca/shop
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!
Yeah! I can hear that excitement and the relief to take off the mask when the
Government of Saskatchewan relaxed all the COVID-19 restrictions. I can also hear some
people (like myself), even though excited, saying, we need to tread with caution. Staying on
the side of caution has been the decision from GHHS leadership in order to ensure that all
volunteers feel safe when they are in the House. I look forward to seeing everyone back to
attending events as we did pre-COVID.
What happens now with all the online presence that we created on our website?
As far as I am aware, the Online Market will be available to the public till further notice. It will
continue to serve as an alternative for those who could not come into the House during the
collectible sales. Other options regarding online membership renewal with credit card or
e-transfer are still available as well. I encourage you to visit our website periodically, and
provide new ideas to improve the looks or contents on the site.
I want to thank some of our new volunteers who took on the tasks to help on the
social media platform and the Online Market. We continue to seek volunteers with different
skill sets that we could pull from when the need arises. Please see page 8, as Ally, our GHHS
Archivist, has a list of work which might interest you. In the past year, GHHS, in collaboration
with Government House and the Lieutenant Governor’s Office, wanted to have important
Doreen Patel and Rebecca Otitoju
information archived, but also made available to the public in the nearest future. If you are at the July orders From the Tea
Kitchen pickup
interested, please contact me as soon as possible.
Thank you all for your continued commitment, hope to see you soon!
Rebecca Otitoju
GHHS Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator
Left: Marilyn Reesor and Iris Sirke preparing
for the Collectible sales during a Victorian
Tea weekend.
Right: Xinan Liu and Bill Demyen,
GHHS Volunteers

Volunteer Appreciation Tea

Sunday October 24, 2021
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Lorna Pederson, one of
our Ball Room pianist at
one of the Victorian Tea
weekend.

All GHHS Volunteers are invited to attend

Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because you want to, in a cause you
consider good Ivan Scheier
The Society Times
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
There was a sigh of relief as we listened to the announcement that all COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted. This
opens up the opportunity to gather again for the Volunteer Appreciation Tea. Every GHHS volunteer deserves to be appreciated, which will be a theme for this year’s gathering. Sunday October 24, 2021 has been booked for this tea, and we look
forward to seeing everyone there. Please mark your calendar for this event.
GHHS maintained its presence through the Tea with a Twist and the Online Market. These innovations kept our tea
guests and other supporters engaged, due to your commitments. As VRC plans for the upcoming Volunteer Appreciation
Tea, the committee is calling on all Committee Chairs to please submit a brief information of their activities during the lockdown. The information received would then be compiled and a summary of activities would be posted in our next newsletter.
From 2019-20, we have all the award recipients who would have been recognized in 2020 that we postpone to
2021. Those volunteers will be recognized at the October event. The online nomination form for our highest award, the
Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland award, is now on the website (you can request a copy) with a deadline of August 23,
2021.
1
I continue to update our volunteer database with the dates that volunteers started with GHHS. Please contact me
with your date. More so, the VRC is also wanting to recognize those volunteers who have been with the Society for many
years and have not received any award. The total volunteer hours last year was 1,587 due to all the restrictions.
As in the past, your level of commitment has remained the same if not stronger; thank you all for that continued
support and commitment.
Rebecca Otitoju, VRC Chair

MEBW Nomination Form now available on our website to
complete and submit online or print and complete. Submission
deadline is August 30, 2021

4

L-R: Maureen Hawley, Gayle White and Susan Hogarth at a
GHHS event

Collectible Sales during a pre-COVID Victorian Tea weekend
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Monkey Business
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members

July 2021 edition

Hope you enjoyed receiving Jocko’s letter sent to you electronically on June 22, 2021. He is certainly
looking forward to seeing all of Jocko’s Friends sometime in the near future. Now that the carefree days of
summer are upon us, may you enjoy them to the fullest!
Special thanks to Government House for the invitation to partner with you at an upcoming event to
be held at Government House. Everyone from Jocko’s Friends has been invited to partner with Government House
in hosting an event in the fall of 2021.Trick or Treating Afternoon at Government House Museum is scheduled for
Saturday, October 30th, 2021 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Volunteers are encouraged to dress up in a costume – either Government House period costume or a
costume of your choice. Treats will be handed out by the volunteers to the visitors. As visitors come into the room,
volunteers will provide a very short ‘spooky story’ about Government House. (Government House already has a
collection of short ghost stories prepared for the volunteers.)
We, Jocko’s Friends, can host two rooms in the museum so volunteers can work in pairs handing out treats
in each of the two rooms. Commitments would likely consist of one-hour-long shifts beginning at 1:00, then 2:00
and finally at 3:00 p.m.
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Chair of Jocko’s Friends

Save the date for

Take time to dream –
It is hitching your wagon to a star.
Take time to love and to be loved –
It is the privilege of the gods.
Take time to look around –
It is too short a day to be closed in.
Take time to laugh –
It is the music of the soul.
(Old English Prayer)

“Trick or Treating afternoon at
Government House Museum”

Saturday, October 30, 2021
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
More details to follow.
This is an opportunity for Jocko’s Friends
to start Volunteering again.

Just for $5 a year, your child or grandchild (6-16 year olds)
can become a GHHS Junior member: Jocko’s Friends
More information on our website:
https://govhousesociety.ca/jockos-friends/

What was Jocko’s favorite cookie?

The Society Times
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GHHS Archivist!

Contact us
GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca

Like us

Follow us

Hello Society Times’ readers, is it hot enough
for you? After a brief hiatus in June, I am back to
work and, just like the summer, I am in full force!
Now that the historical documents are all digitized
and the physical copies are tucked nicely into the
Research Room here at Government House, I can
start adding these historical documents to our database. Once the documents are in the database they
can be searchable and useable for the GHHS and the
general public.
While this sounds pretty simple, it is a lot of
work to prepare a historical document for the dataAlly Forand
base. The historical document needs to be measured,
documented, described, and uploaded; in some cases, a document can take up
to ten minutes to prepare! While this is time consuming work, it is incredibly
rewarding, important, and—dare I say—fun! So if you are looking for a summer
project (with A/C!) or an hour here and there, please do not hesitate to reach
out to me for more information.
As always, if you have anything in your own collection pertaining to
Government House or the Society that you believe should be in in the archive
(this can be any format; documents, advertisements, photographs, letters, or
oral testimonies) you can contact me by email at ally@govhousesociety.ca, or by
phone at 306-850-7121.

Ally Forand, Archivist
PHONE:
306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Photo credits and resources:
Ally Forand, Ann Grahame
Elizabeth Hill, Nadine Johnson
Rev. Thompson
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Toshiba Business Solutions
(Copier)

Newsletter Committee
I think that we as an historical society can be proud of what Government
House is doing to recognize the cultural activities of Indigenous people in
Saskatchewan. There are many years of colonialism to make up for. In light of
that, are there ways in which GHHS can also do more to be inclusive of
Indigenous people? In this summer issue, you will see that we are beginning to
ramp up activities for re-opening the activities of our committees. The Victorian
Tea Committee is trying to decide the safest plan for re-opening. Vintage &
Collectibles will be following the Victorian Teas. The Jocko’s Friends are first out
of the gate so far with a Hallowe’en activity in October.
It will be great to be able to start up our work again, keeping in mind that
health and safety must come first.
Gayle White, Co-Editor

Alone we can do so little;
Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller
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