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Important Notice:
To receive a paper copy of
newsletter sent by mail, there
will be an annual charge of
$10.00.

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

| sincerely hope this message finds my fellow GHHS
volunteers and members physically, mentally and socially
healthy. The recent weather has certainly provided us
with the opportunity of continued outdoor activities and
events with the bonus of fresh air in pleasant surround-
ings. Mother nature rarely delivers color drawn from
summer annuals while her foliage transforms every shade
of green to hues of yellows, oranges, reds and purples.
The intermission between summer and autumn has been
a spectacular show in a year that needed one.

As summer drew to a close, some homeowners were
slammed with a stern reminder of nature’s force while
others breathed a sigh of relief having escaped a path of devastation. Serious
gardeners, my husband and | were saddened by an August 31 hailstorm that stripped
our bounty of fruits and vegetables yet to be harvested. Typically, most of our garden
would already have been preparing itself for hibernation with much of what was lost
having never existed. We accepted. Then, to our surprise and rejuvenated spirits,
new leaves and blooms began to appear within a few days. One thing that is certain is
that life is unpredictable.

Twenty months into this pandemic the GHHS world remains unpredictable yet
active. In late August the Tea Committee and its Sub Committees began preparing to
reinstate the Victorian Tea. Weeks later, the pause button was pressed and From the
Tea Kitchen returned. Jocko’s Friends almost made it to the volunteer plate before
threatening weather led the decision to withdraw from selling lemonade at the
Government House-hosted Old Fashion Picnic. We appreciated the interest of our
young ones and although it turned out to be a beautiful day, there will be future
opportunities.

Volunteers From the Tea Kitchen and Vintage & Collectibles have worked at
contributing baking, tea packages and cups, to the military families. Vintage &
Collectibles are identifying inventory and developing clear, streamlined process to
increase its online market sales. Black Tie is also redesigning with the introduction of
its Selection Sub Committee. The Committee will develop and review these new
processes that will undoubtedly breathe some fresh air into the event. Many thanks
to Ann Grahame, Elaine Giroux-Sylvester and Marge Wilde, who are working with
Ally Forand to collect, digitize and catalogue GHHS records into an official Archive.

If we have learned anything from this pandemic, it is that we are resilient and
committed. Ready to adapt to each rise and fall of active cases, our volunteers remain
on deck, mindful of their safety and the safety of others. They have exercised

(Continued on page 5)
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Government House

It is fall in Saskatchewan! Government House had a busy summer with one of the many highlights being the very

successful inaugural “Old Fashioned Fun & Games Day” where families took advantage of the beautiful weather to play
croquet/bocce/cricket, do scavenger hunts, create crafts, and take tours. We are looking
"ﬁ forward to making this annual event a highlight in families” summer calendars.

In August we said goodbye to the stunning art exhibit From La Ronge: Get to Know Us
and welcomed a new exhibition in the QEIl Art Gallery, the Regina Stitchery Guild’s Prairie
Threads. This exhibit showcases various guild members’ works using various methods of
stitching to capture the lands and skies of the Saskatchewan Prairies. To compliment this
exhibit, we have partnered with the guild to offer two workshops where the public could
learn cross stitch basics — a Halloween themed October 3 workshop and a Christmas themed
December 5 workshop.

Fall is a busy time of year at Government House. School programming has started up
again and classes are invited to register for in-person or virtual field trips.

Over the years, many Government House staff and volunteers have told stories of
supernatural happenings at the House. We are offering “Supernatural Superstitions Tours”
on October 21, 22, and 28. Ghostly hosts from 1905 take visitors on a tour of the museum, while explaining Victorian
superstitions, many of which are still believed today.

This year we are inviting families to Trick-or-Treat at Government House on October 30. We are excited to have
partnered with Government House Historical Society Jocko’s Club volunteers and our very special guests, their Honours
the Honourable Russ and Donna Mirasty as we hand out treats and share some spooky stories.

Of course, from November 20 to January 10 Government House will be transformed into our “Magical Victorian
Christmas”. The House will be decorated in all its magnificent Christmas splendor with special Christmas tours being
offered on weekends and some evenings in December. Our annual Old Fashioned Victorian Christmas will be held
November 26 with plans for a Santa and Mrs. Claus visit, horse-drawn wagon rides, outside Christmas scavenger hunts,
cookies & hot chocolate and so much more!

We look forward to the months to come, like all the volunteers of the GHHS, we too will continue to plan and
navigate ways to engage the public as the COVID-19 situation changes in our province. On behalf of the staff of
Government House, | want to extend our heartfelt thanks for your continued support for the House. Like you, | don’t
know what to expect in the next few months but stay vigilant and | know that with such a resilient crew of volunteers
and staff, Government House will adapt and continue to offer enjoyable experiences to our community. All the best for
a safe and healthy fall and holiday season.

Brie Hnetka , Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens

QEIll Art Exhibit: 2nd Floor Corridor, Government House

Presented by the Regina Stitchery Guild
August 13, 2021 to January 9, 2022

Visit https://[governmenthousesk.ca/exhibit-and-
galleries/geii-art-gallery OR your next visit to
Government House, come up to the 2nd floor.

v \‘ N : Golden Web - by Janice Routley,
Snow Flurries - by Marj Gavigan GHHS member and volunteer
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From Lieutenant Governor’s Office
Saskatchewan Residential School Memorial Design Unveiling

September 30, 2021 was the first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. To mark this important day, Lieutenant
Governor Russ Mirasty and Donna Mirasty invited the grade 12 students from Luther College High School to join them on
the north lawn of Government House for the unveiling of the Saskatchewan Residential School Memorial design.

The Memorial, which will be located on the southwest corner of the property, will be circular in shape, symbolizing
the cycles of the seasons and of life. The design includes benches that will be made from reclaimed elm wood, sourced
from Wascana Centre and milled by the Provincial Capital Commission. It also includes Saskatchewan plants and trees
which are installed throughout the design. At the centre of the memorial, a large natural stone depicts the province and
the locations of each former Residential School. The stone will face east, towards the sunrise, signifying hope. A smudge
bow! will be installed in front of the stone for ceremonial purposes.

The construction of a permanent memorial answers the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Call to Action 82,
which recommends installing a publicly accessible, highly visible, Residential School memorial in each capital city to
honour survivors and all the children who were lost to their families and communities.

Lieutenant Governor Russ Mirasty and Elder John

o ﬁ

ek Stonechild unveiling the Saskatchewan Residential
Grade 12 students from Luther College High School School Memorial Design on September 30, 2021 at
joined Their Honours and Elders on September 30, Government House

2021 at Government House

Saskatchewan Residential School Memorial

Proposed Design

The image on the shirt was designed by
His Honour and includes the following
symbolism:

o The hands represent the love
and care we show to all children.

o The eagle feathers are a sacred
symbol.

) The beading indicates culture
and tradition, and respect for our El-
ders.

o The national motto for Orange
Shirt Day — Every Child Matters — was
penned by Jackson and Grace Mirasty,
grandchildren of Their Honours.

saskatchewan.ca SGSthCheWGI’) I‘
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

While preparing the summer edition, we were all excited about taking off masks and looking forward to return-
ing to ‘normal.” However, COVID-19 seems to be lingering long than we all thought. The consolation though still remains
that no season lasts forever, therefore, we shall return to ‘normal’ at one point or the other. In the meantime, let’s all
continue to do our best to stay well as we keep ourselves and those around us safe and hope for a better tomorrow.

The Online Market continues on till we can meet in person. The kitchen volunteers are still busy with the baking
goods order From the Tea Kitchen, while the Ballroom volunteers continue to present the feel of the tea when our online
customers come to pick up their orders. With the Pianist playing in the background (as during the Victorian Tea), the
welcoming smile of the Greeter and the Servers who hand them their orders (on what should have been the Friday
before the tea) will keep the memory of the Victorian Tea atmosphere fresh in our online customers’ minds till we are
able to have them come to tea in person. The highlight for October 1st order pickup was the baking and packaging of the
Tea for Two PCC Military Appreciation Tea project. Preparing the baking kept our kitchen volunteers busy with baking,
and the collectibles committee digging through their boxes for beautiful teacups and mugs (see page 8 for details).

Summer time also kept Dale and Janette Richardson busy with harvesting the crops from the Government House
Garden. They made many trips to Heritage Community Centre to donate those fresh produce for their use.

Despite the lock-down, GHHS has managed to keep the public engaged. | hope that the Christmas Tea plans will
come to reality due to lower or no cases of COVID-19 infections.

| continue to be thankful for your commitment and really look forward to our in-person gathering again soon. Take
care of yourself and stay safe.

Rebecca Otitoju, Volunteer Coordinator

Welcome New Volunteers & Members
Brenda Miller - V
Beth Weger - MV

MV = Member & Volunteer  V = Volunteer

/5 7
@ Fu Poe

Mikayla Koronkiewcz. Attended
the virtual Information Session

Right: L-R: Bonnie Racz,
Debbie Rainville, Carol Lewis
and Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre,
the kitchen volunteers who
prepared the baking in the
Military tea kits

Dale Janette Richardson, showing off
some pumpkins they harvested

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because theyre worthless, but because theyre priceless
Sherry Anderson
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(Continued from page 1)

the choice to step back pending mitigation of risk. This is a highly commendable decision and you can be confident it is one
that is free from judgement.

The GHHS remains an organization that fosters honesty, integrity and respect. With those elements in play, kindness
follows. Stay healthy & safe,
Stay healthy & safe,

Nadine Johnson, GHHS President

Upcoming Events
Dickens’ Yuletide Singers

Government House decorating Christmas Concert
November 16 - 17, 2020
Please call Rebecca Otitoju 306-787-5363 or send *

her an email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca if you are

available to volunteer for decorating. )
val Vol g in the Ballroom at Government House

Saturday, December 11, 2021 and
Sunday, December 12, 2021
Concerts begin each day at

1:00pm and 3:00pm.

Please watch for details regarding
tickets to the Concerts.

Old-fashioned Victorian Christmas
at Government House
Friday, November 26, 2021
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Visit Government House website:
www.governmenthouse@gov.sk.ca
for more details

The Society Times 5 Fall 2021



Monkey Business

News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members Fall 2021 edition

(39)
4

Did you know?.......

The Honourable Amédée Forget was Saskatchewan’s first lieutenant-governor. The office of the
lieutenant-governor came into being in 1905 upon Saskatchewan’s entry into Canadian Confederation.

The Honourable Russ Mirasty, Saskatchewan’s 23" lieutenant-governor, was appointed on July 17, 2019 and his
instillation as lieutenant-governor was in September 2019. He is the representative of the Queen in Saskatchewan, and is
appointed by the Governor General on the advice of the Prime Minister. He acts on the advice of the Premier and the
government.

Mr. Mirasty is Saskatchewan’s first Indigenous lieutenant-governor. He was raised on a reserve just outside La
Ronge, SK by his grandparents and spoke only Cree. Her Honour, Donna Mirasty, was born and raised in Cumberland
House, SK. His Honour spent 36 years with the RCMP and became the first Indigenous divisional commander at “F”
Division in Saskatchewan. He is the first lieutenant-governor to wear moccasins into the Saskatchewan legislative
assembly. Government House has its own teepee, thanks to His Honour.

His duties are ceremonial and symbolic. He signs cabinet orders and official documents. He delivers the Speech
from the Throne and meets with the Premier. He hosts events at Government House and at other venues throughout
Saskatchewan. His work also includes signing letters, including greetings for wedding and birthday milestones. He
presents honours and awards to people who have demonstrated excellence, valour, bravery and dedication to their
community.

Whenever he attends an official event, he is accompanied by a uniformed officer called an Aide-de-camp. The
Office of the Lieutenant-governor has a personal flag, called the vice-regal standard, which is flown on Mr. Mirasty’s
vehicle. It is never used within a building.

The Honourable Russ Mirasty has been appointed for a minimum five-year term of office.

‘Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together
that overwhelm the world.” - Desmond Tutu

Until next time, take good care of each other.
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Chair

Joke: What did Jocko sing on Christmas day? Jungle bells, Jungle bells...
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Provincial Capital Commission Honours Saskatchewan Military Families
From PCC media release of October 4, 2021

50 Traditional Afternoon Tea Packages Provided to Families

The Provincial Capital Commission (PCC), Provincial Military Liaison and the Government House Historical Society are
continuing their tradition of honouring the families of active and retired Saskatchewan members of the Canadian Armed
Forces.

"Our Saskatchewan service members have shown great dedication and commitment to the freedom, quality of life
and opportunities we enjoy in Canada every day," Provincial Military Liaison Greg Lawrence said. "Their sacrifice is shared
by their families who supported them through good and bad times. We thank each and every one of them for their service,
and hope this small gift can give them the opportunity to enjoy a unique experience at home with their loved ones."

The Tea with a Twist packages include everything needed to host a traditional afternoon tea. Fifty packages will be
delivered to Saskatchewan military families this week. In the past, the PCC held an in-person gathering of veterans and their
families. To keep everyone safe during the ongoing pandemic, yet still mark the important contributions of Saskatchewan's
service members, this will be the second year that PCC and the Historical Society create and distribute these kits instead.

The packages are home-made by dedicated volunteers from the Government House Historical Society and will be
delivered for distribution to the Military Family Resource Centre for Southern Saskatchewan,
located in Moose Jaw.

The kits include:

®2 tea cups

®4 scones

o1 package of special tea blend

e2 butter tarts

oA |etter of gratitude from MLA Greg Lawrence, Provincial Military Liaison

The PCC and Provincial Military Liaison are grateful to the Canadian Armed Forces and
their families for keeping our country strong, free and safe.

For more information, contact:

Jonathan Tremblay

Government Relations Regina

Phone: 306-787-6156 Email: jonathan.tremblay@gov.sk.ca

9 S

Susan Hogarth, Collectibles Committee Chair, and
two other Collectibles volunteers Gayle White and
Elaine Miller packaging the Military Tea kits
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)

COVID-19 is still very active and impacting our chances to gather as we would desire to. For that reason, the
planned October 24, 2021 Volunteer Appreciation Tea has been postponed to Spring 2022 (details to follow). In light of
the past restrictions and the limited number of hours worked in 2021, we will not have the individual awards based on
hours, but active committees will be recognized, plus all volunteers who have been with the Society for at least 20 years.
| have a list of volunteers in that category and committees below, please email or call me if you or another volunteer’s
name was omitted from the 20 years’ award or if your committee was active but not included on the list.

In an organization like GHHS, with every volunteer so committed and dedicated, just a ‘thank you’ phrase seems
inadequate; however, on behalf of the committee, | will continue to thank you for all you do all the time and especially

at this difficult time.

Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC Committee

Congratulations: 2021 Award Recipients

Award Recipients
A special congratulation to all GHHS Volunteers and to the following volunteers who will be
receiving their awards at the 2021 Volunteer Appreciation Tea.

Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland
Annual Volunteer Service Award
Shirley Gerlock

Other Awards - with GHHS for 20 years
Edith Angeloni, Terry Bedard, Barb Binnie, Gail Bradley, Sheila Carson, Bill Demyen
Doris Dolinski, Bonnie Fladager, Peggy Frey, Janet Galger, Shirley Gerlock
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Ann Grahame, Lyn Goldman, Leona Howe, Gloria Hunstad
Carol Lewis, Sue Linnen, Trudy Natyshak, Georgette Robinson, Janice Routley, Virginia Selby
Carol Sullivan, May Switzer, Connie Van Dusen, Lizhi Wang, Kathy Weisbrod, Jacqueline Wight
Lena Woolley

Committees
Victorian Tea, Black Tie, Vintage and Collectibles, Jocko’s Friends, New Event, Volunteer
Recognition
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VOLUNTEERS

DO NOT

NECESSARILY
HAVE THE TIME;

THEY HAVE
THE HEART

ELIZABETH ANDREW

#volunteer2014




Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca

Like us on n r@

PHONE:
306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju

Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White

Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
Dr. George Carson, Chad Debert
Ally Forand, Ann Grahame
Elizabeth Hill, Brie Hnetka
Robert & Carolyn Thompson
Gayle White, Nadine Johnson
Mikayla Koronkiewcz
Office of the Lieutenant Governnor
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
December 17, 2021

Alone we can do so (ittle;
Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller

Announcement from the Editors

We are making a slight change to our newsletter timeline. We have decid-
ed to get the newsletter out a bit earlier in each designated month, so Rebecca
will be sending out the request for submissions of reports, events or news on the
last Friday of the previous month. We want them in our hands by the first Friday
of each month.

The exception will be December of this year. The last Friday will be New
Year’s Eve, so Rebecca will send out the request for submissions a few days
earlier than the 24th, so that we can have items in by December the 29"

I’m sure you all enjoyed the amazing September we just had. It’s the first
time | know of that we have had no frost at this late date, so the blazing colours
of the changing trees in October is complemented by the glorious array of
still-blooming flowers. By the time you read this newsletter, we may have had
frost, but until then, let us enjoy it.

We editors wish you all a happy Hallowe’en and a very Merry Christmas.
See you again next year.

Gayle White, co-editor

GHHS congratulates Chad Debert,
Government House Assistant Manager,
on being the recipient of the Lifetime
Membership Award from the Museum
Association of Saskatchewan

Report from the Archivist

Hello Society Times’ readers. | hope everyone is enjoying this lovely

autumn. The days are getting shorter, and dare | say colder, the gardens are

harvested, and gone are the evenings sitting out on our
decks. While it looks as if we might start to fall into the
sleepy routine of winter, here at the archive, we are as
busy as it has ever been! Thank you to the volunteers who
have signed up to help me document, describe, and
upload historical documents and photographs to the
database. We are humming along, but it is not too late to
get involved! If you are looking for a winter project, please
_‘ do not hesitate to reach out to me for more information,
because there is always something for you to do, no
matter your strengths and interests!

As always, if you have anything in your own collection pertaining to
Government House or the Society that you believe should be in in the archive
(this can be any format; documents, advertisements, photographs, letters, or
oral testimonies) you can contact me by email at ally@govhousesociety.ca, or by
phone at 306-850-7121.

Ally Forand, GHHS Archivist

Fall 2021
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