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President’s Message 
 As the end of my first year at the 

helm draws near, the promise of a fresh 
start in a New Year is welcomed. My annual 
reflection on the past year’s accomplish-
ments, celebrations and lessons lived didn’t 
seem clear with the realization that my 
memories were being drawn from 2020 and 
2021. I found myself questioning “Is this 
really a ‘new’ year?” 

Certainly, the Gregorian calendar sets 
out that December 31 bids farewell to one 
while January 1 welcomes the new. A      
reasonable person would therefore balk at 
such a conundrum. Realistically, our       
challenges when we bid farewell to 2021 
were caused by that same annoying source 
in effect at the end of 2020. This is where it 
got cloudy. My excitement at the start of 
2022 bore a similar resemblance to that of 2021. So, for those who felt a haziness, 
you aren’t alone in having worked a little harder to feel the excitement and find the 
lustre in this fresh start.  

With the above in mind and a strong sense of determination, I continued 
down my journey to discover that our list of events and activities far exceeded 
those of the previous year. To name a few; 

Our GHHS Board tackled a number of critical business and cultural priorities.  
A team of exceptionally talented volunteers organized and published our first 

cookbook selling 259 copies with a net profit of $2,831.10. 
Key leaders navigated volunteer readiness, availability and safety around the 

ever-changing restrictions and protocols presented by that same annoying source 
noted above.  
 Our Tea Kitchen Committee revised 2020’s “Tea with a Twist” to “From the Tea 
Kitchen” using a slightly different menu over a shorter period of restricted months. 

The annual Christmas Tea and Dickens Yuletide Singers performance not only 
happened but did so within the customary splendor of Christmas decor of the 
House. 

Our members dared to elect a matter of fact, process detailed and change 
driven individual at its helm. 

If but for its committed volunteers, member support and professional friend-
ships with Government House and the Lieutenant Governor’s Office, we would not 
have achieved so much. While revenues were down, spirits were high and for this 
passionate commitment, I thank you.                                             (Continue on page 4)                
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Message from Government House  
  Happy New Year! Government House was so excited to be able to host a busy Holiday Season with one of the many 
highlights being the very popular Old Fashioned Victorian Christmas, where families experienced some holiday magic by  

  touring Government House beautifully decorated for Christmas. Guests also enjoyed horse-   
  drawn wagon rides, listening to angelic choral singers, meeting Santa and Mrs. Claus and so  
  much more!  
  Visitors were also able to book special evening Victorian Christmas Traditions Tours,  
  where they learned about Victorian holiday traditions from the butler and maid that worked 
  at Government House in the early 1900’s. It was such a wonderful holiday season at  
  Government House, thanks to all the volunteers that helped with our events and to all the  
  committees and volunteers that worked on the wonderfully successful GHHS Christmas Teas,  
  Vintage & Collectables Sale and the Dickens Singer events. It was so nice to see Government   
  House bustling with Christmas spirit again!  
  To kick off the new year, Government House is excited about a new initiative in  
  partnership with the wonderful GHHS volunteers called Coffee in the Conservatory! During  
  the cold winter months of January, February and March, guests can reserve their spot to  
  enjoy a warm beverage and a delicious homemade dessert in our beautiful, lush, and warm  
  conservatory! Spaces are limited, be sure to register early at https://govhousesociety.ca/ to  
  book your spot. I am sure spaces will fill up fast as no one can turn down the chance to enjoy  
  one of the famous desserts from the tea volunteers!    

  During February, Government House will be partnering with the Saskatchewan African Canadian Heritage       
Museum to display an exhibit at Government House for Black History Month. 

Government House will also be participating in FROST, Regina’s Winter Festival taking place February 3rd to 13th.   
Government House characters will be hosting the horse and wagon rides in Wascana Centre. Mark your calendars and take a 
ride around the park with a past Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan!  

As well, we will be hosting a full day of fun activities, puppet shows, games and so much more on Family Day,      
Monday, February 21st. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful 2022, and I’m hoping to see all of you around Government House this year. 
Fingers crossed, we will be able to get back to a regular year with lots of people and activities in the house, bringing it back to 
life!  

I wish you all a safe, healthy, and happy New Year!  
 
Brie Hnetka, Manager, Government House 

Government House Celebrates Platinum!  
   The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: In 2022, Her Majesty The Queen will become the 
  first British Monarch and Queen of Canada to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, seventy 
  years of service, having acceded to the throne on 6th February 1952 when Her Majesty 
  was 25 years old. 
   Government House will be highlighting Her Majesty The Queen throughout 2022. 
   Platinum Jubilee Gardens: On February 4, 2022, Saskatchewan Lieutenant  
  Governor Mirasty will joined his Canadian Vice-Regal colleagues to announce the  
  creation of 13 Platinum Jubilee Gardens – one in each province and territory. 
   The Queen’s Portrait: April of 2022 to March of 2023, Government House will host 
  The Queen’s portrait. At 129” and weighing 320 lbs, this impressive portrait of Her  
  Majesty was created by Canadian artist Phil Richards to mark the Queen’s Diamond  

Jubilee in 2012. The painting was unveiled at Buckingham Palace on June 6, 2012.  
Portrait In the Making: In April 9, 2022 to March 28, 2023 Government House will host a unique art exhibit featuring 

images and information about artist Phil Richards’ creation of The Queen’s Portrait.  
Platinum on the Prairie: The Queen in Saskatchewan: In May, Government House will launch a new interactive exhibit 

about The Queen’s connections to Saskatchewan. Visit Government House website www.governmenthousesk.ca for details.  

https://govhousesociety.ca/
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From the Lieutenant Governor’s Office  
The Black Rod of Saskatchewan was unveiled at a ceremony in the Henry Newlands Ballroom at Government House 

back on September 23, 2013.  

The tradition of the Black Rod dates from 1348 in England, when the Usher of the Black Rod guarded the doors once 
the knights were assembled in the chapel. Under King Henry VII, the functions of the Usher of the Black Rod were refined 
and expanded to include parliamentary duties. Saskatchewan was the fifth Canadian province to incorporate the Black Rod 
into parliamentary tradition (after British Columbia, Alberta, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island). Today, the Usher of 
the Black Rod leads the Lieutenant Governor as he enters the Legislative Assembly to deliver the Speech from the Throne 
and for the Lieutenant Governor’s installation ceremony. 

The Black Rod of Saskatchewan was created by Regina artist Scott Olson. It is made with wood donated by The 
Prince of Wales from his farm in Cornwall, England, and incorporates a 2005 Gold Sovereign Coin to mark the provincial   
centennial, as well as 6 carats of diamonds and 4 ounces of gold from Saskatchewan mines. 

The Black Rod commemorates the Queen’s 2012 Diamond Jubilee, and incorporates symbols of the province,       
including: sheaf of wheat, prairie lilies, buffalo, sweet grass, Métis sash and infinity symbol, an eagle clutching the treaty 
medals inscribed with the treaty numbers for the Province of Saskatchewan, and the provincial motto: From Many People’s 
Strength. 

 

 

Close up of the Usher of the Black Rod,            
Inspector (Ret’d) Tom Mansfield. 

      Usher of the Black Rod, Inspector (Ret’d) Tom        
Mansfield, Principal Aide-de-camp to the Lieutenant 

Governor, carrying the Black Rod into the Legislative 
Chamber. 

Close up of the Black Rod. 

       The Black Rod of Saskatchewan, unveiled at    
Government House on September 23, 2013. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
    
   I also acknowledge every volunteer and member who remained kind, cooperative and patient with others. 
Our empathy reminds us we don’t always know what is going on for someone else at any given time while trusting in 
their goodness and shared interest in representing GHHS with our best selves always. Volunteers and members are 
urged to visit the GHHS website occasionally where you can refresh yourselves on the Volunteer Code of Conduct, 
GHHS bylaws and other helpful information. 

 For the sake of old times, we remain eager to return to normal, ready and able to gracefully respond to every 
change in direction that comes our way. Combined with the knowledge of things to come, 2022 promises to be an     
exciting year of continuous change, preservation of fostered tradition and culmination of new ideas.  
   As quoted by the great David Bowie, “It may not be clear on where we are going from here but I promise it 
won’t be boring.”  
 
Nadine Johnson, President 

Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC) 
 The Volunteer Recognition Committee tried in 2021 to organize the            
Volunteer Appreciation Tea but they couldn’t do so based on all the health   
restrictions relating to COVID-19. The committee also felt that having such 
event virtually would deprive many volunteers from attending. Our hope is to 
try again this year. We have booked Sunday, August 28, 2022 for this event as 
we anticipate the possibility of fewer restrictions. We will be communicating 
with you details about the event as it unfolds. Have a healthy and happy new 
year.  
 
Rebecca Otitoju, VRC Chair 

Noel Taylor, one of our pianists at the 
Christmas Tea. 

Dickens Singers entertaining guests at the Dickens Yuletide Concert. Lorna Bingaman, one of our servers at 
the Christmas Tea and the chair,    
Dickens Committee 
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5 Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless  – Sherry Anderson  

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!  

   The year 2021 was better regarding what to expect with COVID-19 restrictions. However, ending 2021 with no clear 
time in sight as to when this virus will no longer be a threat could pose some frustrations. The indirect restrictions on         
travelling due to extra expenses tied to it, and all the inconvenience of having to be tested for negative result was also 
daunting. Having said all this, I constantly remind myself of the need to be thankful that my family and I are well, I am sure I 
am echoing how you feel about being thankful for family, yourself and even friends. I am also thankful that you and yours 
are well and you are still willing and able as much as you can to volunteer whenever I call. 

  Above all, 2021 was actually better as I mentioned earlier because, work wise, the height of it for me was being 
able to have the Christmas Tea, the Vintage & Collectibles Sale and the Dickens Yuletide Concerts. They were a huge success 
due to your continued commitment to the mission of the Society.  

I am making plans to organize the Annual Volunteer Workshop in March with fingers crossed. Please watch for details 
regarding this. For the benefits of our new volunteers, attending this workshop counts as attending the required New       
Volunteer Information Session for you. I hope you will make time to attend. It also gives you the opportunity to hear what 
each committee is planning for 2022 and meet other volunteers. The Government House Manager and Assistant Manager 
are usually in attendance to also present the planed events for the year. This year we are also looking forward to having 
Heather Salloum (Executive Director and Private Secretary) and Carolyn Speirs (Communications Manager) from the           
Lieutenant Governor’s Office join us.  

 Let’s all continue to do our best to stay safe and well, by following the government guidelines and our own                
precautions as we all look forward to even a better year with COVID under control or totally eradicated.  

I wish you a healthy and happy 2022. Thank you for your continued commitment. See you soon! 
  

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of the earth who reflect ...compassion, unselfish caring, pa-
tience and just plain loving one another - Erma Bombeck 

Welcome New Volunteers & Members 

Sandy Bingaman  - V 

Margaret Carmichael - V 

Isabelle French - V 

Barbara Stevenson - V 

MV = Member & Volunteer V = Volunteer 
 

Bonnie Fladager and Trudy Natyshak ready to 
serve our Christmas Tea guests. 

Looking for Volunteer opportunity? Join 
us by completing your application form 
on our website: 
https://govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/. 
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Top Left: Carol Lewis ensuring the table has everything 
needed for the guests to enjoy their tea time. 
 
Top Right: Sheila Carson & Bonnie Racz bakers extraordi-
naire. 
 
Bottom Left: Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty with 
their grandchildren being served by Lorna Bingaman at 
the Christmas Tea. 
 
Right: Sheila Henderson preparing the tea pots. 

GHHS Volunteers at Events 
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News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members                January 2022 edition 

  At this time of new beginnings, it is a joy to think of you and wish you the blessings of health,                 peace, 
and happiness throughout the coming year. 
  On Saturday, October 30th, 2021, members of Jocko’s Friends partnered with Government House in hosting a 
Trick or Treating Afternoon at Government House Museum from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Special thanks are extended to 
Brie Hnetka, Manager, Government House and Edwardian Gardens, for this invitation.  
  Ghost stories were shared and treats were handed out to the many guests who came all dressed up in      
Halloween costumes. Heartfelt thanks to Liam K., Saleena J., Aislyn W. and Danika W. who were the hosts in the 
Drawing Room and in the Dining Room. Warmest thanks are also extended to Terry Bedard and to Dr. Michael   
Jackson for their part in telling animated ghost stories. We all had an enjoyable afternoon!! 
  On Friday, November 26th, 2021, members of Jocko’s Friends volunteered at the Old-Fashioned Christmas 
event held at Government House. Warmest thanks to Suji A, Saleena J. and friend, Tamia B. who assisted with the 
outdoor Scavenger Hunt and other duties. 
  Sincere thanks are extended to Sheila Carson for her donation of shortbread wheels with proceeds going to 
Jocko’s Friends. The committee is so very grateful for her continued support and generosity. 
  Jocko and the committee members are busy planning activities for 2022. We look forward to seeing you at 
Government House in 2022.   
  Wishing you a year that brings good friends, good health, good luck, good things!  
  Happy New Year! 
 
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre       
 

  Jocko Joke:  What do you call an angry monkey?    – Furious George! 
 

‘People will never forget  how you made them 
feel.’ ~ Maya Angelou  

Monkey Business 

These shortbreads were so popular, 
they sold like a flash at the Christmas 
sale. Money donated to Jocko’s 
Friends.  
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Upcoming Events and Announcements 

The Annual General Meeting 

of the  

Government House Historical Society  

will be held  

On 

Monday, March 28, 2022 at 7:00 pm 

Please watch out for details 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Looking for a break from winter? Government House 
invites you to join us for Coffee in the Conservatory. 
Guests will enjoy their choice of coffee or tea and a 
selection of dainties in the decadence of our warm 
and cozy horticultural splendor. Each sitting is limited 
to a maximum of 12 guests with the setting of tables 
arranged to  allow safe  distancing. Government 
House and the Government House Historical Society 
remain committed to the safety and health of every-
one. Should it be necessary to cancel an event,           
registered guests will be reimbursed. Booking for   
Sunday February 27 2022 Coffee in the Conservatory 
starts on February 1st, here's the link https://
govhousesociety.ca/coffee-in-the-conservatory/ to 
book a time. The Conservatory is a delightful place to 
spend an hour on a cold winter afternoon. 

Coffee In the Conservatory 

Annual Volunteer Workshop 

TENTATIVELY booked for Friday  
March 11, 2022 from 1:30pm to 4:00pm.  

RSVP 
Email: rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 
Phone: 306-787-5363 leave message 

 

On-Line Market SALE! 

Please check us out often on-line, 
as we will be adding lovely new 
items regularly. Find the site at: 
https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/  Guests at the Coffee In the Conservatory on       

Sunday January 23, 2022. 

      2022 Tea dates 

  April 2 & 3   May 7 & 8    
  June 4 & 5   July 9 & 10       
  August 6 & 7      September 10 & 11  
 October 1 & 2  November 5 & 6  

                  December 3 & 4 by random draw of 

     request forms 
 

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca  
call us to make a reservation by leaving a message at  

639-571-7123 

https://govhousesociety.ca/coffee-in-the-conservatory/?fbclid=IwAR1-yS9BQ_0mRrvomO0pSJ_BbfBv8gHeAjICT6VIj_KdZ33dob2Y2VaVNlw
https://govhousesociety.ca/coffee-in-the-conservatory/?fbclid=IwAR1-yS9BQ_0mRrvomO0pSJ_BbfBv8gHeAjICT6VIj_KdZ33dob2Y2VaVNlw
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Top Left: One of the tables at   the V. & C. Christmas sale. 
 
Bottom Left: Jewelry section of the sale with Gayl Hipperson and Claire 
Thorseth attending to  customers.  
 
Top Right: L-R: Pat Taylor,      Susan Hogarth and Marilyn Reesor with 
some of the silverware they polished for the Christmas V. & C. Sale.  

 
Bottom Right: Shirley Gerlock selling cookbooks and the Victorian Tea 
Blend. 

GHHS Volunteers at Events 
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 Information update 

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
 

       Like us on  
 

PHONE: 
306-787-5363 
306-501-0744 

 
FAX: 

306-787-5714 
 

E-MAIL: 
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 

 
Newsletter Committee and          

Editorial Team: 
Rebecca Otitoju 

Jennifer Thompson 
Gayle White 

 
Information Update: 

Have you moved to a different    
address or changed your email? 

Please call:                                                     
306-787-5363 or email                    

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with your new information 

 

Photo credits and resources: 
Chad Debert 
Elizabeth Hill 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor 
Rebecca Otitoju 

Gayle White 
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier) 

 
 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 

Newsletter Committee 

A New Year, and a new newsletter. At last we have a lot to report on, as 
you will see in this newsletter. Everybody was just so glad to be busy again and 
able to see old friends. Please check out Brie Hnetka’s report on Government 
House, as there are several activities in January, February and March to take 
part in. And we hope that the teas and the collectibles sales will be able to 
begin again in April, depending on Covid variants!  

Meanwhile, here’s something to carry you forward: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gayle White, Newsletter Co-Editor 
 

Fresh hopes, fresh plans, 
  fresh efforts, fresh commitments.  

Welcome the New Year with a   
  fresh attitude … 
 Happy New Year! 

   (IdleHearts.com) 

Guests at the Christmas Tea with two of our volunteers serving dessert. 
Left (backing the camera): Lucja Sycko and Anna Janikova to the right. 


