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Our mission is to preserve, 
promote, and enhance      

Government House as a   
public heritage site. 

Important Notice: To receive 
a paper copy of newsletter 
sent by mail, there will be 
an annual charge of $10.00  

President’s Message  
  It feels very strange to once again be    
writing this message for the Society Times. As   
you will all   know, at the May 17th, 2022 meeting 
of the Board, Nadine Johnson (President) and   
Sharon Hurst (Vice President) resigned both their 
executive positions and their Board positions.    
The Board thanks them for their service as Board 
members and wishes them both well as they    
continue volunteering for GHHS in their areas of 
interest. 
  At the June 20th, 2022 meeting of the Board, 
Sheila Carson was appointed to the position of 
President by the Board members. The position of 
Vice President remains unfilled at this time. We 
are determined as a Board to continue to serve 
GHHS to the best of our abilities as we reorganize 
ourselves. It is to be noted that throughout the upheaval the committees, both es-
tablished and new, continued to function well and to plan and present successful 
programs and events. This is truly a testimonial to the dedication of our members 
and volunteers. We cannot thank you enough. Your sterling efforts and dedication 
have allowed your Board to stop considering the possibility of having to dissolve the 
corporation and begin to plan for a healthy continuation of GHHS. 
  We wish to acknowledge the thoughtful gift to GHHS from the estate of 
Maureen Hawley. Maureen was a long-time member and tea room volunteer with 
the Society.    
  John Callan, a member of the Society and a commissionaire for many years at 
Government House, passed away June 22, 2022. Our condolences to his wife Sandy 
and sons Jarrod, Ryan, Dave and Doug and their families. 
  A United States navy pilot who was shot down, captured and imprisoned in 
Vietnam for six years, happened, years later, to meet the man who had packed his 
parachute. Upon reflection he wondered how many times he had looked at that man 
and not thought about what it was he did.  Were it not for the careful labours of that 
sailor, the pilot would not have survived.  Sometimes the challenges we meet in daily 
life do not allow us time to thank the people around us because we have come to 
take them and their gifts for granted. I owe thanks to the remaining Board members, 
to Rebecca, the staff of Government House, and especially the members and volun-
teers of GHHS, for caring enough to take the time to carefully pack a parachute for 
our Society. 
 
With thanks,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Sheila Carson, President 

Sheila Carson at the 2022       
Volunteer Workshop in March. 
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Government House 
  Government House is buzzing with activity this summer! The Edwardian 
Gardens are blooming, the birds are singing and the events at Government House 
are keeping us hopping!  In June we welcomed back a full slate of schools. It was 
so nice to see the children bringing so much energy to our halls again. 
  We also introduced a new event called Lunch on the Lawn at Government 
House, which will happen once a month in June, July and August. This summer we 
welcome back Vincent Murphey who plays George Watt in both July and August 
for the Not Who, But Watt performances. Capitalizing on our serene gardens we 
have also introduced Yoga in the Garden this summer on Sunday mornings.    
  We have partnered with Heritage Regina and are offering walking tours two       
evenings in July and August. And last, but not least we are excited about our     
partnership with the GHHS on the Old-Fashioned Fun and Games Day happening 
on August 13th.  It is a jam-packed summer, that’s for sure!    
  Our new Platinum Jubilee Feature Exhibits opened May long weekend and our visitors have been eager to view the 
Diamond Jubilee Portrait of Her Majesty on loan from Rideau Hall. We have developed a new special tour this year to    
complement our Platinum Jubilee exhibits. Make sure to stop by and take the tour!   
  It has been wonderful to see all the dedicated GHHS volunteers back with the teas and collectibles groups, as well all 
the other committees busily planning for upcoming activities. It has been so encouraging to see new activities happening 
and of course the well-established and loved events starting up again. The work that you all do to make these initiatives 
come to fruition is admirable, and on behalf of my team, I just want to say how grateful we are to all of you for the           
opportunity to be a partner.    
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer!   
Brie Hnetka, Manager, Government House, Provincial Capital Commission 

Brie Hnetka in one of beautiful gardens 
at Government House 

The model used to help create the portrait  
The Diamond Jubilee portrait unveiling      
at Buckingham Palace in 2012  

Message from the Editors 

  It looks like we – meaning the Society – are going to be able carry on as usual this year. We have big groups of new 
volunteers being oriented at every Tea weekend. The work of the Society needs many hands to keep it running. And in this 
newsletter, this is where you can learn about all the committees and the work that they do throughout the year. Thanks to 
all of our photographers, who send us pictures of you at work. We hope that you read ALL of the newsletter so that you 
can inform your friends and any interested parties about the wonderful work that our  volunteers do here in beautiful   
Government House. 
 
Gayle White, Co-Editor  

Platinum Jubilee Feature Exhibits still available for viewing at Government House 
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From Lieutenant Governor’s Office  
  National Indigenous Peoples Day held extra significance this year as the Saskatchewan Residential School Memorial 
was dedicated on June 21st on the grounds of Government House. The mixture of sunshine and rain seemed appropriate 
as we celebrated National Indigenous Peoples Day while at the same time recognizing the sadness of Canada's tragic    
history with residential schools. Fittingly, there was laughter as well as tears during the ceremony. 

  Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty hosted several special guests including Elders and residential school           
survivors as the site was officially opened to the public. The program began around 1:30 p.m. with an Honour Song sung 
by Morning Star. Lieutenant Governor Russ Mirasty spoke of the contributions of many people over a two-year period to 
design and develop the Memorial. The ceremony also included remarks from Elder Ted Quewezance, Minister Don 
McMorris, MLA Nicole Sarauer and File Hills Qu'Appelle Tribal Council Chief Jeremy Fourhorns. 

  The Residential School Memorial is circular and consists of plants native to our province, naturalistic wood benches 
and a boulder that His Honour found in a field near Fort Qu’Appelle. That large central stone was partially covered by a 
star blanket for the beginning of the ceremony and the Lieutenant Governor and residential school survivor Ted           
Quewezance removed the blanket to reveal a plaque in the shape of the map of Saskatchewan with the locations of the 
former residential schools shown.  

  Following the ceremony the Eagle Claw Dancers performed powwow dances inside Government House to the     
delight of the audience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Lieutenant Governor’s Canada Day Multicultural Celebration 
  July 1st, 2022 marked the first Canada Day celebration held at   
Government House in three years. Many of the crowd favourites were 
back including KAOS Dogsports, Storybook Princesses and Superheroes. 
The on-stage highlights included fiddler Karrnel Sawitsky, Pelican          
Narrows Jiggers and the Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet. Government 
House was also open to visitors who enjoyed performances from the    
Regina Classical   Guitar Society, meeting members of the GHHS, and 
viewing the Platinum Jubilee exhibits. Guests also received Platinum    
Jubilee pins and other Canada Day giveaways. 
 
 

 
For more information and photographs please visit our website at https://ltgov.sk.ca/ 

 

 
 

Chief Jeremy Fourhorns, Their Honours Donna and 
Russ Mirasty, Retired Chief Marie-Anne Day Walker-
Pelletier and Chief Michael Starr at the Saskatchewan 
Residential School Memorial dedication ceremony.  

On National Indigenous 
Peoples Day the Eagle Claw 
Dancers performed in       
Government House honour-
ing the dedication of the          
Residential School Memorial.  

Their Honours with the Yevshan Ukrainian 
Folk Ballet Ensemble on Canada Day at Gov-
ernment House. 

https://ltgov.sk.ca/
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VICTORIAN TEA ROOM  
  I am so pleased to be able to report successful teas in both May and June. Let us hope that the trend continues. 
The tea room committee was informed at their May 13th meeting that our long-time kitchen co-ordinator, Bonnie Racz, 
would be resigning her position effective after the June tea. We will no longer be able to tease Bonnie about her 'finally 
finished at 2pm cup of morning coffee' or enjoy the fruits of her love of baking. She will be very difficult to replace. Thank 
you, Bonnie, for all the time and effort you devoted to the position. 
  We are grateful to all the new volunteers who have indicated an interest in the tea room. At one point the kitchen 
was on life support but it seems now to be on the road to recovery. The July Tea will tell the tale.  It has not been easy to 
resurrect the Victorian Teas after two years of forced inactivity. Your volunteer readiness and enthusiasm are what has 
kept us going.  I thank you. 
 
Sheila Carson, Tea Room Coordinator                                                                                                                                                                                           

2022 Tea dates 
   
    August 6 & 7 
   September 10 & 11 
   October 1 & 2 
   November 5 & 6      

             December 3 & 4  
by random draw of request forms 

  
Please check our website frequently 

for updates www.govhousesociety.ca  
 

Find more information, call and leave 
us a message at: 639-571-7123.  

Black Tie 10th Annual Government House Auction - We’re Back (with a twist)!  
 
The Auction committee is very pleased to announce that we will once 
again be holding our formal event this coming October 20th, 2022. After 
a 2 year hiatus and adapting to a new and different post-COVID normal, 
the committee felt that it was a good time to try a few new ideas for the 
auction. We have been meeting for a few months already and plans are 
starting to come together! We will, of course, be keeping the tried and 
true components of the evening, specifically the cocktails and appetiz-
ers, the Feature Artist, the silent auction and the live auction. The live 
auction,   however, will have a new, high-tech feel. In addition to our 
guests at the event bidding on items, we will also have bidders joining  
us on-line, adding to the excitement and competition! The committee 
also wants to focus on promoting Government House this platinum  
anniversary year, and have added several exclusive experiences for our 
agenda. These experiences will include opportunities to interact with  
government house staff and artifacts in ways that the general public don't 
have the privilege to enjoy! Do we have you intrigued yet? If you have never attended the Auction, this is the year to give it 
a try! Don’t have a tuxedo? No worries! The event is “Black Tie Optional” and all are welcome. Tickets will be going on sale 
this summer. Please check the Government House website for your chance to order tickets on-line. We look forward to 
having you join us!  
 
Michelle Bilan, Black Tie Committee  

Guests at the June 2022 Victorian Tea  

His Honour the Honourable Russ Mirasty     
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan, Her 
Honour Donna Mirasty and Cyndy Findlay at 
a Black Tie auction  
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!  

We are gradually opening up as in pre-COVID. The Victorian Tea started in May and 
events such as the annual Black Tie is also coming back in October. I will start contacting you 
again about your availability to help.  

When the Tea started in May, we faced the challenge of getting enough volunteers 
to work. Many of you worked more than your normal days (kitchen and ballroom) to ensure 
the tea was successful. Some of you also actively recruited your friends while the group who 
went to the Cathedral Village Arts Festival, brought back a ‘long’ list of people who are inter-
ested in volunteering. I have contacted most of them with the hope that some of them will 
actually sign up and become GHHS volunteers. All these echoed my constant comments 
about your dedication to the mission of the Society and I want to say thank you. I welcome 
all GHHS new volunteers and thank you for joining this group of committed  volunteers. I 
look forward to working with everyone again. 

 Thank you all for your continued commitment, hope to see you soon! 
 

Rebecca Otitoju 
GHHS Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator 
 
 

Welcome New Volunteers & Members 
 

Debbie Boczulak - V 
Jessi Carlson - MV 

Linda Detta - V 
Kathy Jordison - V 

Shirley A Paterson - MV 
Sharon Robstad - MV 

Bev Steuart - V 
Magnus Wall - V 

Catherine White - V 
Joanna Wreakes - MV 

MV = Member & Volunteer  V = Volunteer M = Member 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because you want to, in a cause you      
consider good Ivan Scheier 

Jeffrey Radford-Grant Mary Loewen Adrianna Conrad Gale Wilkie Debbie Boulanger 

Some of the new volunteers at the March 11, 2022 Annual Workshop 
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)  
 At last we can gather again and have the Volunteer Appreciation Tea where we can celebrate all GHHS volunteers . 

We do have many awards to give out back to 2020 due to all the lockdown and restrictions. The Volunteer Recognition      
Committee believes that all GHHS Volunteers deserve a recognition of some sort for their contribution in keeping the Society 
active during the pandemic. In line with this, the VRC added some categories of 
awards such as, recognizing committees and volunteers who have been with the 
Society for at least 20 years. Many of you have confirmed your attendance to the 
Tea on Sunday August 28, 2022, but if you have not yet done so, please email  
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca to confirm your attendance. Looking forward to 
seeing you there. 
 
Rebecca Otitoju, VRC Chair 

Vintage & Collectibles Committee (VC)  

Two sales in July – that has kept us hopping! We had a pricing and labelling session in 

late June, to be ready for both sales. We are now slowly starting to take in more do-

nations. We do rotate the items that we put out for our sales, but an injection of new 

items is always welcomed by our shoppers. The Canada Day Sale used the entire 

space of Sir Richard Lake Hall. And to our relief, we were allowed to leave the tables 

in place for the June Tea and V & C Sale one week later. A big thank you to my won-

derful committee, who haul bins up and down in the elevator with no complaints, 

and chat to all our shoppers with enthusiasm. We look forward to seeing you all out 

shopping again at our August sale. 

Susan Hogarth, Chair  

VC Volunteers 
 
Left: Lizhi Wang 
Right: Claire 
Thorseth and 
Elaine Miller 
packing up for 
next time.  

Minor repair needed, Bill 
Demyen is the man!  

We haul a lot of bins up and down  
the elevator. Gayle White doing 
just that! 

GHHS volunteers at Annual Volunteer 
Workshop. 

L-R: Jeanne Alexander, Hassan 
Ghafoori and Susan Hogarth 

Dan Hunt and Pat Taylor 
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Volunteer Appreciation Tea 

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday August 28, 2022 

1:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
All GHHS Volunteers are invited to attend. 
RSVP to rebecca@govhousesociety.ca or 

by calling 306-787-5363 

Upcoming Events and Announcements 

Christmas Tea Ballot Form 

Available from  

September 1, 2022 to October 2, 2022 

Forms will be available to print or      

submit on our website 

www.govhousesociety.ca 

Or  

Pick up a form at Government House  

 

Did you get a copy of GHHS Cookbook? If not, 
hurry and get a copy. Many delicious recipes 
including the best seller crackerjack cookies 
on page 112. You can place your order online 
at: www.govhousesociety.ca/shop   

Dickens  
  Christmas is a long way off but the 2022 
Dickens Yuletide Singers Concert   planning is just 
beginning. We have selected December 10th and 
11th, 2022 for the dates for this year’s event.  Stay 
tuned for more information ! 
 
Lorna Bingaman, Dickens Committee Chair 
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Monkey Business  
News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members                          July 2022 edition 

Summer is the perfect time to experience the outdoors and enjoy the spectacular views of breathtaking              
landscapes.  May you have the kind of summer that you will remember!  
 
A special welcome is extended to our new Committee members ~ Rebecca Chabun and Robert Nowosielski.   
A warm note of thanks to Liam K. from Jocko’s Friends and to Terry Bedard, a committee member, for volunteering 
at the Easter egg hunt held at Government House on Saturday, April 16th, 2022. 
 

Did you know……….? 
(Excerpts from “ALL OF US TOGETHER”  --  Our history/cookbook, by GHHS & friends. You can buy it at our Online 
Market at www.govhousesociety.ca for only $20.  Lots of history of Government House in it!) 
 
*The Queen starts every day with a cup of strong Earl Grey tea with no milk or sugar. 
 
*Afternoon tea for the Queen consists of two types of sandwiches and an assortment of sweet options.  Her favor-
ite sandwich fillings are reportedly egg with mayonnaise, smoked salmon, tuna, cucumber, and ham with mustard.  
The crusts are always cut off.  She also has scones, jam pennies (which are little round sandwiches with raspberry 
jam inside), or a bit of cake. 
 
*Her Majesty’s favorite cake is a chocolate biscuit cake. 
 
*When not on public tour, the Queen takes four small meals a day, consisting of plenty of fresh vegetables. 

 
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Chair of Jocko’s Friends    

SAVE THE DATE 
 

SUNDAY, October 16, 2022 
 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
 

More details to follow. 

Just for $5 a year, your child or grandchild can become a 
GHHS Junior member: Jocko’s Friends  

 
   More information on our website:  

https://govhousesociety.ca/jockos-friends/ 

How does Jocko get down the grand staircase?                                                           He slides down the banana-ster!  

‘Never give up on what you really want to do. The person with big dreams is 
more powerful than one with all the facts.’  Albert Einstein 

Terry Bedard at a Jocko’s 
Friends event 

http://www.govhousesociety.ca
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Canning and Preserving Classes 
Rasberries: Enjoy the sweetness of this berry from morning through evening for months after its best shelf life. No store 
product compares to that of home made when it comes to raspberries. In this class, you will learn the art of preserving 
through both canning and dehydration. 
 
Participants will leave with a supply to take home. 
Tuesday, August 9 – 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
$50.00 Includes all supplies* 
* Prices may vary due to market value at time of class 
Reserved Back-up Date: Thursday, August 11 – 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
 

Carrots: Bugs never knew what he was missing in this crunchy garden treat. From sweet to savoury to tangy, this class    
focuses on pickling this colorful veggie while preserving its crunch for your Christmas dinner table. Why not follow up with 
the most delectable version of sweet? The Waldorf pales to the moist and flavorful carrot cake prepared in the GHHS   
Kitchen. Yummm! 
 
Participants will leave with a supply to take home. 
Thursday, August 25 – 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
$50.00 Includes all supplies* 
*Prices may vary due to market value at time of class 

Reserved Back-up Date: Thursday, September 15 – 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 

Tomatoes: You say tomaTOE, I say tomAtoe. This highly flavorful fruit is packed with Vitamins A & C. It’s so high in         
potassium, a cup of tomato juice is one of the quickest ways to restore electrolytes following heat or sun stroke. In this 
class, we learn to preserve the flavor and color of this tasty fruit and introduce participants to one of the tastiest ways to 
warm your insides. 
 
Participants will leave with a supply to take home. 
Thursday, September 22 – 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
$50.00 Includes all supplies* 
*Prices may vary due to market value at time of class 

Reserved Back-up Date: Saturday, September 24 – 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
 

Here’s the link to register: https://govhousesociety.ca/canning-preserving-class-registration/ 

Iris Sirke and Charlene Balion 
in a red Victorian Costume. 

L-R: Jeanne Alexander, Lynn Ridgway 
and Shirley Gerlock at the booth  

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 
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 Information update 

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
       Like us on  

  Follow us on  
 

PHONE: 
306-787-5363 

FAX: 
306-787-5714 

E-MAIL: 
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 

 
Newsletter Committee and          

Editorial Team: 
Rebecca Otitoju 

Jennifer Thompson 
Gayle White 

 
Information Update: 

Have you moved to a different    
address or changed your email? 

Please call:                                                     
306-787-5363 or email                    

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with your new information 

 

Photo credits and resources: 
Chad Debert, Ann Grahame,  

Hassan Ghafoori, Elizabeth Hill 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor 

Rev. Thompson, Gayle White 
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier) 

Deadline for submission             
to The Society Times       
September 30, 2022 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 

Cathedral Village Street Fair   
  Serendipity. A bight sunny day set the 
scene for our GHHS booth at the Cathedral  
Village Street Fair on Saturday, May 28th. 
Throngs of people visited our booth! We             
garnered contacts for 63 potential volunteers,  
as well as introducing or reaffirming that     
Government House and The Government 
House Historical Society are still keeping their 
places as primary organizations in our prov-
ince. This day was a great example of what we 
can do when we all work together. Every     
committee played a role  in making this day  a 
success. 
  We are anticipating doing this    
again next year, except with more lead time 
than nine days! We are looking at a start date of January 2023 for planning next 
year’s event. Please keep this in mind as a volunteer activity with which YOU might 
want to become involved.  We will also   investigate possibly joining in the Cathedral 
Village Arts Festival 2023 Kickoff Parade on the Monday of the Victorian Day long 
weekend.  Start planning your costume now.  
  Many fair participants shouted out compliments about our booth, being told 
that it was the nicest booth at the street fair.  Our Victorian-style costumes drew 
people to the booth, and we received compliments on our outfits. Our Booth staff 
were Lyn Ridgeway, Charlene Balion, Gayle White, Dan Hunt, Iris Sirke, and Shirley 
Gerlock. Thanks to Government House for loaning some of the costumes and for 
providing the pop- up banners to enhance our booth. GH staff support was incredible 
in countless ways. As we strolled down the fairway people stopped and asked to take 
our pictures or have a picture taken with them. Hence a new idea came forth for a 
possible add- on to next year’s booth.  
  The planners responsible for this event were: Gayle White, Charlene Balion, 
Lyn Ridgeway and myself. 
  Building public awareness and engaging people in the activities and offerings 
of Government House and the Historical Society is intrinsic to helping to “promote, 
preserve and enhance” our rich legacy.  It is for us to carry on the good works begun 
by our predecessors, those dedicated volunteers who recognized the values of      
preserving our heritage. Serendipity indeed, when we use good public relations to be 
inclusive and showcase our history.  
  Our gratitude to the Cathedral Village Arts Festival for their assistance and for 
organizing such a well- attended event. 
Thank you to everyone. We look forward to building upon this and other                
Government House and GHHS experiences. 
 
Jeanne Alexander, Chair, Cathedral Village Arts Festival 2022 Project 

The nicest-looking booth at the  
Street Fair!  


