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Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

President’s Message

It seems too early for this to be the last
edition of the newsletter for 2022. However the
nip in the air reminds us that our all too short
summer is coming to an end.

This is a time of profound sadness for our
province, our country and indeed the world.

The horrific happenings at the James Smith
Cree Nation have left us shaken and sobered. The
Government House Historical Society extends its
condolences to the families and the community so
severely affected by this event.

The majority of the world is mourning the
passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il. Her
declaration that her life would be spent in service
to her people was most evident as we see her
carrying out her duties two days before her
passing. For many of us, she is the only reigning
monarch we have known. It was my extreme
privilege to be introduced to her and to shake her
hand when she officially opened the Queen
Elizabeth Il wing at Government House. It is a moment | will never forget. Our sincere
condolences are extended to the family members. It is difficult enough to mourn such
a significant loss privately, but to have to do it in such a public way must be difficult in
the extreme.

It was with sadness that we learned of the Black Tie Committee decision to
cancel the gala event planned for October of this year. It is very difficult to resurrect
an event of that magnitude after a two year hiatus. So many of the pieces that were
in place are no longer there and adding new and exciting pieces is daunting. Itis
hoped that all the hard work done by the dedicated volunteers will lay a firm founda-
tion for the event in 2023.

It is far too early to be wishing you all the best for the upcoming Christmas
season but as this is my last opportunity to do so, | will take it! Enjoy the season and
all that it brings. Ring in 2023 with bells and wingtinglers and crazy paper hats.

Stay safe and when you think of the word "humankind", remember to be both.

His Honour Russ Mirasty with
Sheila Carson after presenting
her with the Platinum Jubilee
Medal.

With thanks,

Sheila Carson

The Society Times 1 Fall 2022



Government House

Government House had a very busy summer! We hosted many events and visitors, and it was
great to have the House so alive again. We implemented a couple new initiatives, Yoga in the Gardens
and Lunch on the Lawn. We plan to continue and build on them in years to come as these new pro-
grams were well attended. On August 13 we held the second annual Old-Fashioned Fun & Games Day
where families played old-timey carnival games in our beautiful Edwardian Gardens! Thank you to
GHHS for partnering on this event and for all the volunteers that helped on such an incredibly hot
summer afternoon.

This fall we remember, honour, and celebrate the incredible life of Her Late Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II. The feature exhibit Platinum of the Prairie remembers all six visits that Her Late Majesty
made to Saskatchewan. The Diamond Jubilee Portrait of Queen Elizabeth Il and the complementary
Portrait in the Making exhibit will be on display until March 2023. | hope you will have a chance to
view these exhibits that reflect Her Majesty’s extraordinary life service.

As we move into October it is all about Halloween and the many ghost stories so many people
have shared over last 130 years at Government House. Watch for our evening Halloween tours in October. The little ones
can also look forward to Trick-or Treating again at Government House on October 30. At the end of November, we will be
celebrating the most wonderful time of year at Government House, the Holiday Season. We will be kicking off the season
with Old-Fashioned Victorian Christmas on November 25, 2022. The House will again be transformed into our magical
Victorian Christmas with so many decorations for you all to enjoy!

Fall is always such a busy time here at the House, and | know that the GHHS has lots of events and activities
happening too. Thank you to all the volunteers that help with the events and activities. We would not be able to host our
activities and events without you! Your time and energy are so crucial in making everything run smoothly. | hope you all
have a safe and successful fall!

Brie Hnetka, Manager, Government House, Provincial Capital Commission

The New “Old” Look

If you have visited Government House recently you may have noticed several of the Visitor Experience Hosts (VEH)
are attired in newly constructed period costumes and hats. These period costumes were designed, constructed, and
generously donated by Ms. Erika Bottcher, a resident of Edmonton.

As a visitor and guest to the House for the Victorian Tea in May 2022, Erika Bottcher was
very |mpressed but thought the experience could be enhanced with historically accurate period
costumes for the VEHs. Ms. Bottcher, with a BFA in Theatre Design, has
worked professionally constructing period costumes in Stratford, Ontario;
in Winterthur Switzerland; at Fort Steele B.C; and for the University of
Alberta Drama Department as well as CBC Vancouver. Ms. Bottcher was
introduced to Brie Hnetka, Manager of Government House, by Bonnie Racz,
to determine if there was any interest in acquiring replacement costumes
for the House.

Using her extensive experience in reproduction costumes and
accessing her collection of original French fashion newsletters for the
period from 1900 to 1905, she began the journey. She relied upon her
collection of original pattern drafts and the period costumes in her posses-
sion, as well as researching original photographs or costumes from that
period, accessing both Canada and Europe archives or museums, to ensure that the VEH costumes
reflected what “real” people wore.

To remain authentic to the period the costumes were constructed using fabrics that would have
been available at that time. The hats include Italian silk ribbon, with wool and silk blends or cotton fabric used for the
skirts, and with cotton for the blouses.

Grace Podbielski

(Continue on page 10)
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From The Lieutenant Governor’s Office

As you know, we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this year. Her Majesty has devoted her entire life to public
service. The best way we can honour her extraordinary example, is through our own community service. | thank each
member of the Government House Historical Society for making service a priority, and for working together to preserve our
heritage, and create worthwhile programming at Government House. We also celebrate The Queen’s 70" year as our
monarch by presenting the Saskatchewan Platinum Jubilee Medal. | am delighted to recognize the contributions of several of
the Society’s members by presenting these medals today. Congratulations to each recipient. Your contributions and
accomplishments make us all proud. (An exert from His Honour Russ Mirasty’s speech at the August 28, 2022 Volunteer
Appreciation Tea.)

Top Left: His Honour Russ Mirasty addressing volunteers at the 2022 Volunteer
Appreciation Tea.

Top Right: His Honour Russ Mirasty with Sheila Henderson after presenting her with the
Platinum Jubilee Medal.

Middle Right: His Honour Russ Mirasty with Adrian Golbey after presenting him with the
Platinum Jubilee Medal.

Bottom Right: Brad Bellegard, the invited Rap Artist performing at the second annual
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation event.

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation September 30™

To mark the second annual National Day for Truth and Reconciliation,
Lieutenant Governor Russ Mirasty hosted a performance by rap artist Brad
Bellegarde. About 600 people gathered by the Saskatchewan Residential
School Memorial for a blessing by Elder John Stonechild, remarks by His
Honour and a performance by Brad Bellegarde. Brad has been a featured
artist at events such as: Aboriginal Music Week in Winnipeg, Manitoba; PTN’s
Aboriginal Day Live; and Vancouver’s Olympic Games celebrations. Brad is a
proud Nakota/Cree member of the Little Black Bear First Nation and he calls
Regina home.
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

Life is gradually coming back to normal even though COVID is still
around. We have been able to navigate our way around it and make individual
decision on how to protect ourselves, either by wearing masks or deciding on
what outing is important. This approach has been applied to volunteering as
well. In the past year some of our long-term volunteers felt it was time to let
others continue after many years of volunteering with the Society, while some
promised to resume again when they feel comfortable. However, we are still
fortunate to have many GHHS volunteers ready to volunteer again. Whatever
category you fall into, as | described above, we thank you for your commit-
ment and continued support in your own way.

The past few months, new volunteers continued to join the Society, which
signifies the desire of many to get back to what we all hope for as “normal”. The
required information session has been more flexible and faster to get new
volunteers ready to work. | welcome all our new volunteers on board and hope that you will find an area of interest that
will make your volunteer experience enjoyable. Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss your questions or to
explore other areas of interest.

In the next few months, there are many events coming up that require your help as GHHS volunteers (adults and
Jockos Friends). Events such as Halloween (Bump in the Afternoon), Government House decorating, Old-Fashioned
Christmas, our popular Christmas Teas and the Dickens Yuletide Concerts. If you have not contacted me yet to volunteer
for any of these events, please do so as soon as possible.

| want to use this opportunity to thank you all for your continued commitment. Many of you did more than expected
of you in 2022 to ensure the success of all events we had put on. This newsletter being the last edition in 2022, | also
want to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a healthy year in 2023.

James & Rebecca Otitoju at the
2022 Volunteer Appreciation Tea.

Rebecca Otitoju, Volunteer Coordinator

Important Notice - Volunteer Hours
It is very important that | receive, on a
monthly basis, all your hours of volunteer Veronica Bosche - V
work you did outside of Government Seth Burnard - V
House or in your home. Majority of our Marlene Callfas - MV
awards are determined by the hours Carrie Cornelisse - MV
recorded to you. Here’s the link https:// Melissa Lizinski - V
govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/hours/ Brenda Oliver - V
to access the online form you need or call Joy Routledge - V
me to get a printed copy. Thank you for Mercedes Will - M
your commitment.

Welcome New Volunteers & Members
Akash Yadav - V

M = Member MV = Member & Volunteer V =Volunteer

Yolunteers don’t get paid, not because theyre worthless, but because theyre priceless
Sherry Anderson
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Victorian Tea Room

The passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth Il has left many of us with a great
sense of loss. My thanks to Christopher Dove in the Office of the Lieutenant Governor
for encouraging us to proceed with the August tea. We relocated to Sir Richard Lake
Hall as the ballroom was required for ceremonies related to the proclamation of King
Charles Ill. My thanks to the Vintage and Collectibles group who lost their space to
accommodate the move of the tea room.

Believe it or not, plans are underway for the Christmas tea! We can hardly
believe it ourselves. The request form was made available on September 1, 2022 on
our website and from the commissionaires desk at Government House. It will be
available until 4:00 pm on October 2, 2022.

We can officially declare the kitchen off life support. Our group of new
volunteers are not only enthusiastic, but very good at accepting and adapting to each é
new task they face. They cannot be thanked enough. ;

The dates for the 2023 tea season have been submitted and approved. It will be ==
the thirtieth year of the tea room. It has taken us a bit of time to regain our stride after = ; > -
a two year hiatus but we are now there. My thanks for the continued support of our long time volunteers. It cannot be done
without you.

Sheila Carson, Tea Room Coordinator

Joy Routledge, one of , >
GHHS new volunteers. Barb Binnie & Veronica Bosche, Some of the Set-up crew during Victorian Tea
one of GHHS new volunteers. L - R: Lois Pinno, Jacque Wight, Cathy
Walkington and Doris Dollinski.

Dickens

It is once again time to start planning for the holiday season and
the Dickens Yuletide Singers Concerts at Government House. The
festive concerts will be held on December 10" and 11" at 1:00 and
3:00 each day. We hope we will be able to offer the concert with
refreshments of dainties, coffee, tea, and hot apple cider afterwards
like we used to do, pre-COVID.

These tickets are free of charge but must be reserved ahead of
time. Ticket reservations start on Thursday, October 27. Donations to
the Government House Historical Society will be collected at the event.

We look forward to enjoying the holiday season with the Dickens

Yuletide Singers and all of our guests at this wonderful event. Lorna Bingaman, at the podium during the
2022 Volunteer Appreciation Tea.

Lorna Bingaman, Dickens Committee Chair

The Society Times 5 Fall 2022



Upcoming Events & Announcements

Christmas Decorating

November 16, 2022
Please call Rebecca Otitoju 306-787-5363 or send
her an email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca if you are
available to volunteer for Government House
Christmas decorating.

Old-fashioned Victorian Christmas
2 at Government House
..Dickens Singers - Friday, November 25, 2022
I 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Dickens’ Yuletide Singers
ChriStmaS Concert Visit Government House website:

www.governmenthousesk.ca
* for details.
Please note: Volunteers are needed for this event.
in the Ballroom at Government House Please call or email Rebecca Otitoju if you are
Saturday, December 10, 2022 and available to help.
Sunday, December 11, 2022

Concerts begin each day at
1:00pm and 3:00pm.

Christmas Gifts
Call 306-570-2826 or 306-537-0523 to One of the bests gifts possible

reserve your tickets to the Concerts. is a copy of our

history/recipe book,

All of Us Together.
Besides delicious tested recipes,
it is a very good read. Please
consider it for gifts or as

Stocking Stuffers.

Notice on AGM Agenda Items

This is intended to inform the members of Government House Historical Society of the Non-Profit Corporations
Act statement (s) of responsibilities and procedures to be followed if a member wishes to submit an agenda item at the
annual general meeting. (Section 127)

Any member entitled to vote at a meeting of members may submit notice of any matter which he or she proposes
to raise at the meeting. This notice of proposal must be received at least 90 days before the anniversary of the previous
annual general meeting (March 28, 2022). The corporation is not obligated to accept suggested agenda items. When the
corporation sends out notice of the meeting, it will include the agenda, the usual pertinent reports and documents and
the proposal (s) submitted. These will be sent to its membership no sooner than 50 days prior to the meeting nor less
than 15 days.

Sheila Carson, GHHS President
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Monkey Business

News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members Fall 2024 edition

As the temperature cools and the leaves start to turn, we need
to warm ourselves from the inside out with good health, comforting
food and time spent with loved ones. Wishing you continued health
and wellness. Happy Fall!

At the Volunteer Tea held on Sunday, August 28”‘, 2022, several members of
Jocko’s Friends were honored for their volunteer efforts in 2019 to Government
House and to Government House Historical Society.

The Jocko’s Friends Loyal Service Award recognizes Jocko’s Friends
volunteers who have provided 3 — 9 hours of dedicated services in 2019.

.= The Jocko’s Friends Dedicated Service Award recognizes Jocko’s Friends
Abigail Sadowski, a Jocko’s Friends  volunteers who have provided 10 or more hours of dedicated service in 2019.

%Ir:i(:\l:eaté;oi?o?;v)\(’-aerI;?eZi'czif:tttwhi;h Congratulations to all Jocko’s Friends who received Loyal Service and Dedicated
Volunteer Appreciation Tea. Service awards and those who volunteered in 2019.

The Jocko’s Friends Graduation Award recognizes members who have been
members prior to turning 17 years of age. Recipients receive a one-year membership to Government House Historical
Society. Congratulations to Anaelle Baum, Emily Hubick, Evan Lizee, Abigail Sadowski and Aislyn Woodcock.

As we mourn the loss of Queen Elizabeth I, we remember two words that best describe her: duty and service.
Her calm and dignified presence gave us confidence to face the future with courage and with hope.

Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Chair

Did you know.......... ? The statue of Queen Elizabeth Il on her favourite horse, Saskatchewan-born Burmese, was official-
ly unveiled in Wascana Park during the Queen’s visit in 2005.

Volunteer Opportunities ~ Ghostly Event
at Government House on Sunday, October 30™
from 12:45 - 4:00 p.m.

All our dreams can come true ~ if we have the courage to pursue them. Walt Disney

The Benefits of Volunteering by Abigail Sadowski

| started volunteering with Jocko’s Friends when | became too old to be involved as a participant. | loved the program
and wanted to find a way to continue to be involved. | was able to participate on the planning committee, as we brain-
stormed ideas and then followed through with implementing these during our Jocko’s Friends events. My volunteerism
moved beyond my time at Government House, as | also volunteered with my local community association, school
community councils, museum, science groups and church. The opportunities to give back through the gift of my time was
rewarding, as | am left feeling like | am making a positive contribution to my community! Over the years | have learned
that my time spent volunteering has helped me to grow as an individual, as these opportunities enhanced my leadership,
communication, interpersonal, and problem-solving skills. | have found that my volunteer time has enabled me to be a
better employee, as | can take what | learned volunteering and bring it to my workplaces, and that | also could find
opportunities to apply for awards and scholarships. | look forward to continuing my volunteer journey. | encourage all of
Jocko’s Friends to find ways to volunteer in their community in an area of interest, so that they can also make a positive

contribution where they live.
Abigail Sadowski has been with Jocko’s Friends for 13 years and one of the Jocko’s Friends Graduation Award recipients.
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)

At last, we were able to have the annual Volunteer Appreciation Tea as scheduled after postponing it for two years.
The event was different this year, and the turnout was very good because the VRC relaxed restrictions, which afforded
many new volunteers the opportunity to attend the tea. Many door prizes were donated by the Society, the Vintage &
Collectibles Committee, Government House, and Roots Kitchen & Bar. The awards ceremony was held in Sir Richard Lake
Hall with the reception in the Ballroom catered by Indulgence Fine Foods and Catering.

Many volunteers received awards based on the number of hours they worked in 2019. The Society’s highest
awards were presented by GHHS President Sheila Carson to Dale and Janette Richardson (2020); Shirley Gerlock (2021)
and Iris Sirke (2022). Some members of Jocko’s Friends also were recognized and presented with awards based on hours
and also based on turning 17 (see more information on pages 7 and 9).

His Honour, The Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan, Russ Mirasty, and Her Honour, Donna Mirasty, were in
attendance. His Honour presented 25 GHHS volunteers with the Queen Elizabeth Il Platinum Jubilee Medal
(Saskatchewan) for service to the Society and Government House during the pandemic. Other award recipients were
volunteers who have been with the Society for 20 years and over; we had 18 volunteers who received this pin award.

During the COVIID lockdown GHHS committees and volunteers became very creative, which brought about new
ideas such as Tea with a Twist, the All of Us Together history/cookbook, the Online Market, the Online Auction, etc. The
efforts of Committees were also recognized for the great work they did to help fulfill GHHS mandate to Preserve,
Promote and Enhance Government House.

We cannot have a successful event without the hard work of the VRC members; Lorna Bingaman, Gail Bradley,
Bonnie Fladager, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Doreen Patel, and Pat Taylor. They did a wonderful job planning and executing
the event. Thank you all!

Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC Committee

His Honour Russ Mirasty with GHHS
volunteers after presenting them
with the Platinum Jubilee Medals.

Top:
Left: Lorna Pederson.
Right: Theresa Katkut.

Bottom:
Left: Jennifer Thompson.
Right: Vincent Murphy.

aq'D'Lg. Thank You

Thanks from the Society to Roots
Kitchen & Bar Restaurant, for their
generous donation of a $50 gift
Certificate used as a door prize at the
Volunteer Appreciation Event.

And to all other door prize donors of
“All of Us Together” Cookbooks
Tea cups
Victorian Tea Blend
Jewelry
Gift Certificate for Boat Ride
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)
Congratulations: All Award Recipients

Award Recipients
A special congratulation to all GHHS Volunteers and to the
following volunteers who received their awards at the 2022
Volunteer Appreciation Tea on August 28, 2022.

Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland (MEBW)
Annual Volunteer Service Award
Dale & Janette Richardson 2020
Shirley J. Gerlock 2021
Iris Sirke 2022

Volunteer Recognition Award
Terry Bedard

Dedication Award
Sheila Carson, Cyndy Findlay, Adrian Golbey, Elaine Miller
Bonnie Racz, Iris Sirke, and Gayle White

Loyal Award
Elayne Bennett Fox, Lorna Bingaman, Bonnie Fladager
Kevin Gooding, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Susan Hogarth
Carol Lewis Carmelle Mondor Debbie Rainville
Janette Richardson, Dale Richter, Ronda Schmalenberg
Pat Taylor; Claire Thorseth, Lizhi Wang, and Jacque Wight

New Volunteer Award
Theresa Karkut, Shea Poncsak, and Dale Richter

For Jocko’s Friends Award (see page 7)

L-R: His Honour Russ Mirasty, Sheila
Carson with Janette & Dale Richardson
the recipients of the 2019 MEBW award.

The Society Times

His Honour Russ
Mirasty with:

Top Right: Deborah
Anne Unger (middle)
who received the 2021
MEBW award on
behalf of her mother
Shirley J. Gerlock
who was unable to
attend, and

Sheila Carson.

Bottom Right: Iris
Sirke (middle)
recipient of the 2022
MEBW award, and
Sheila Carson.

Other Awards
GHHS Pin Award for 20 years
Terry Bedard, Barb Binnie, Sheila Carson, Doris Dolinski
Janet Galger, Shirley Gerlock, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre
Ann Grahame, Lyn Goldman, Leona Howe, Carol Lewis
Sue Linnen Trudy Natyshak, Janice Routley, Virginia Selby
Connie Van Dusen, Kathy Weisbrod, and Jacqueline Wight

Lieutenant Governors’ Platinum Medal
Sheila Carson; Bonnie Fladager; Janet Galger
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Adrian Golbey, Sheila Henderson
Susan Hogarth, Eileen Hutton, Theresa Karkut, Carol Lewis
Elaine Miller, Doreen Patel, Pat Peacock, Lorna Pederson
Bonnie Racz, Debbie Rainville, Virginia Selby, Pat Taylor
Claire Thorseth, Lizhi Wang, Gayle White, and
Jacqueline Wight
The volunteers listed below were unable to attend but
will receive their medals at another ceremony.
Sharon Cross, Judy Taylor, Jennifer Thompson and
Lucja Sysco

GHHS Committees
Sewed masks, Tea with a Twist, New Event Committee
(Cookbook), Online Market, Vintage and Collectibles, Black
Tie, Jocko’s Friends, Archiving, and the Military Families
Tea Package
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Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca

Like us on n @

PHONE:
306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju

Jennifer Thompson
Gayle White

Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
George Carson
Chad Debert
Hassan Ghafoori
Elizabeth Hill
Office of the Lieutenant Governnor
Rebecca Otitoju
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
December 16, 2022

Alone we can do so [ittle;

Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller

The New “Old” Look (Continued from page 2)

Ms. Bottcher acknowledges that she was persistent in her request to
undertake the prOJect and would like to thank Brie Hnetka for accommodating
the request to replace the aging period costumes
previously donated, loved and used for many years. It has
been a wonderful journey of several months, and she
wishes to thank Ms. Hnetka by way of this article, for
giving her this opportunity to be creative and to work
with the wonderful people at Government House.

She would like to thank the “village” that assisted
her, which included the Head of Wardrobe, University
of Alberta Drama Department; her friend and professor
emeritus of the Drama Department, U of A; and the
many individuals in Edmonton and Regina who
provided the antique laces and the fittings needed to
complete the garments. And to express her appreciation
of the support received in Regina from two members of
GHHS, Bonnie Racz and Adrian Golbey, for their ongoing
willingness to assist her with the endeavor.

She hopes that the visitors to the house enjoy seeing the costumes as much
she enjoyed creating them.

Kaydene ag

Editors Message

We at The Society Times are excited about a
new spot in our newsletter that will feature our
wonderfully dedicated volunteers. Starting in January
2023, we will feature one interview per newsletter
about a volunteer. Some will be long-term volunteers,
some not, and sometimes we may feature a brand-
new volunteer to get their view of the Society. This
feature is called, Getting to Know You.

We look forward to your participation in this
feature of our newsletter. We will start reaching out
to people soon. If you have questions, or want to
send us your volunteer picture and story, or suggest a
friend to be featured, we are happy to hear from you;
please email Charlene Balion at chardae@sasktel.net,
or Rebecca Otitoju at rebecca@govhousesociety.ca.
Be sure to watch for the first interview in January with Ann Grahame, one of our
long-time volunteers.

His Honour Russ Mirasty
with Gayle White after
presenting her with the
Platinum Jubilee Medal.

Gayle White, Editor, Newsletter Committee
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