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President’s Message  
 
  Welcome to 2023. I suspect many of us were thinking that the end of COVID 
would be a wonderful gift for Christmas and an excellent beginning to 2023.       
Unfortunately, it seems that this is not to be. We have become better at dealing 
with this virus. Let us hope that our continued efforts will produce the desired   
outcome. 
  This will be a busy year for GHHS with a new program from SaskCulture. Five 
GHHS members attended an information session in the fall which outlined a       
consulting program available through SaskCulture. The Board applied for this and 
we are delighted that we were selected to be part of the 2023-2024 SaskCulture 
Non-profit Lifecycles Capacity Building Program. Please read more in Jeanne’s     
article on page 11 of this issue. There will also be a comprehensive presentation of 
this project at our AGM on Wednesday, March 29, 2023. 
  I wish to acknowledge the November 23, 2022 passing of Dr. Michael       
Jackson and to extend condolences to his wife Helen and their family. Michael had 
been a fixture at Government House for as many years as I can remember. He was 
a long-time member of GHHS and an avid supporter of Jocko's Friends. He and his 
granddaughter Selena were enthusiastic volunteers and participants at so many 
functions. His presence, support and enthusiasm will be missed. 
   Congratulations and best wishes to Brie Hnetka!  Brie will be leaving Govern-
ment House to assume her new role as Executive Director of the Royal Saskatche-
wan Museum. Her tremendous support of GHHS, it’s members, volunteers and 
events, will be greatly missed. 
  Spring is scheduled to begin on Monday, March 20th of this year. As winter 
persists, we can all hope that spring will indeed appear on time and bring relief 
from a snowy season.  In the meantime, bundle up and stay safe. 
 
With thanks,      
Sheila Carson                                                                                                                                                                  
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Our mission is to preserve, 
promote, and enhance      

Government House as a   
public heritage site. 

Important Notice  
Deadline for the submission of 

articles: March 25, 2022. 
Length of submissions:  

1 page for President 
Half page for Committees 

L-R: Tea: Sheila Carson, Jacque Wight and   
Sharon Gudereit at 2022 Volunteer Appreciation Tea. 
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Message from Government House  
  Happy New Year!  Government House had an extremely full fall and holiday season!  
It was a whirl-wind, but so much fun!  October was full of spooky Halloween fun with our 
Bump in the Afternoon event as well as three full evening performances of the new         
Victorian Séance shows. Then right after the Halloween season we moved into decorating 
the house for the holidays and hosting our Old-Fashioned Victorian Christmas event. All of 
the fall events and activities were very popular and brought thousands of people to         
experience the House. On behalf of the Government House staff, thank you to the GHHS 
volunteers that helped with each of these activities. We depend on the generous donation 
of time and effort of the volunteers to hold the activities. Also, thank you to the              
committees and volunteers that worked on the wonderfully successful GHHS Christmas 
Teas, Vintage & Collectibles Sales, and the Dickens Yuletide Singers events. The holidays are 
such a magical time at Government House!   
  To kick off the new year, Government House is excited that GHHS volunteers are 
willing to host Coffee in the Conservatory again this year! During the cold winter months of 
January, February and March, guests can reserve their spot to enjoy a warm beverage and 
a delicious homemade dessert in our beautiful, lush, and warm conservatory! Spaces are limited, be sure to register early at 
https://govhousesociety.ca/ to book your spot.   
  In February, Government House will be participating in FROST, Regina’s Winter Festival taking place February 3 – 12th.  
Make sure to stop by the big tent at Wascana Park and check out our activities! We will also be hosting Family Day on       
February 20th. Families will be able to enjoy puppet shows and board games that afternoon.             
  We are looking forward to a wonderful 2023. I wish you all a safe, healthy, and happy New Year!  
 
Brie Hnetka, Manager, Government House 

The Queen’s Portrait 

Here until March of 2023, Government House will host 

The Queen’s portrait. This portrait was created to celebrate 

her Diamond Jubilee and its permanent home is at the   

official residence of Canada’s Governor General, Rideau 

Hall in the ballroom. 

 

Portrait In the Making, April 9, 2022, to March 28, 2023, 

Government House will host a unique art exhibit featuring   

images and information about artist Phil   Richards’        

creation of The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee portrait. Watch 

for information on the opening of this exhibit along with the 

screening of The Portrait, a documentary of the Phil     

Richard’s process in the creation of this portrait and       

perhaps a visit by the artist himself. 

 

Platinum on the Prairie: The Queen in Saskatchewan, In May of 2022, Government House launched a new interactive       
exhibit that celebrate The Queen’s six visits to Saskatchewan during her reign.  

Phil Richards (left) receives PJ Medal  

https://govhousesociety.ca/
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From the Lieutenant Governor’s Office  (LGO) 

 
The New Year’s Day Levee Returns! 
  After a three-year wait due to the pandemic, it was wonderful to present the Lieutenant Governor's New Year’s Day 
Levee. 
  Lieutenant Governor Russ Mirasty and Her Honour Donna Mirasty welcomed hundreds of guests on January 1st from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Government House in Regina.  
  Their Honours were excited to host this event celebrated by Vice-Regal offices throughout Canada. The Vice-Regal  
Couple exchanged greetings with guests in a receiving line and many visitors took the opportunity to take a photograph with 
Their Honours. The Lieutenant Governor’s aides-de-camp and staff were on hand to help greet and serve the guests. 
  The Levee is free of charge and guests are offered complimentary festive beverages and appetizers, as well. Musical 
entertainment was provided by The Western Senators, harpist Glenna Stewart and jazz pianist Jim Gallagher. Children had 
fun creating “crowns” in our craft room. 
  Visitors also enjoyed exploring Government House while it was all decked out for the season with gorgeous Christmas 
trees, wreaths, garlands, poinsettias and lights. Two highlights were the soaring tree in the museum and the impressive          
portrait of the late Queen, which was painted in 2012 to celebrate Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee by Canadian artist Phil 
Richards. The painting is on loan to Government House until March, while Rideau Hall in Ottawa renovates its ballroom. 
  Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty, the LGO staff and aides-de-camp look forward to hosting the New Year’s Day 
Levee again in 2024. 

 

 
 
 
 

Their Honours the Honourable Russ and Donna Mirasty 
enjoying every moment at the 2023 Levee as they 
watched the children (top left) do their craft and also 
posed for photo (bottom left) with some guests. 

Other photos: Guests at the Levee.  
Bottom far right L-R): Marilyn Reesor and her        
husband Ed Krieser who are GHHS members.  
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Dickens Yuletide Singers Concerts at Government House 2022 
  Beautiful voices and piano accompaniment filled the Government House ballroom with Christmas music on            
December 10 and 11 this year.  Over 350 guests attended the four performances put on by the Dickens Yuletide Singers, 
directed by Dianne Burrows. The choir’s traditional Victorian costumes fit in perfectly with the festive decorations 
throughout the Museum.  We were able to serve refreshments in the Sir Richard Lake Hall again this year, which finished 
off wonderful afternoons of entertainment for our visitors. The Dickens Committee, made up of Lorna Bingaman, Alyce 
Garratt, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Lois Pinno and Janette Richardson were assisted by volunteers, new and experienced, as 
well as some of the Jocko’s Club members who handed out programs.  Thank you to all of the volunteers who made the 
event possible and to the Singers for joining us for the 20th year to add music to the Christmas season! 
 
Lorna Bingaman, Chair 

Guests at the 2022 Dickens Concert.. L-R Eileen Hutton, Kathy Jordison, Kathy Jellow, 
Lorna Bingaman and Janette Richardson                   
at the 2022  Dickens Concert..  

The Not-for-Profit Lifecycles Capacity Building Project 
  This is quite the mouthful of a title, isn’t it? We are excited about the ways in which this project will help our Society 
to build upon the solid foundation we already have, by tweaking the areas which need improvement, and beginning some 
new initiatives. 
  First some history; the Board had already begun a process of evaluating and implementing changes in areas which 
would enhance our Historical Society experience. Our list was quite extensive and pervaded many areas because all that 
exists can always be improved upon. 
  To assist in our process of change, the Board applied to Sask Culture and we were recently accepted as candidates 
for “The Not-for-Profit Lifecycles Capacity Building Project”. The Board has  signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
Sask Culture, a facilitator named Gwen Duek has been chosen, and a process will be determined in conjunction with her. 
Her expertise and access to other resources will be invaluable as we all work together over the next year.  
  We will enter the Assessment Phase next.  During this phase in March, we will be asking for input from all members 
and volunteers of GHHS so we can discern where we can do some refreshing and building.  It is expected that this phase 
will transition us from the 2022 Board to the 2023 Board and onward. At this point, we have identified communication, in 
its broadest sense, as our main concern.  We ask you to bring forward your suggestions for improvement in all areas.  It is 
through communication, education and collegiality that we can build better understandings and make our Society stronger 
and more viable. 
  Lorna Bingaman and Jeanne Alexander have been asked by the Board to spearhead the Lifecycles Capacity            
Committee. Sheila Carson is also, as Board president, a member of this committee.  
  As we work together during the coming year it is good to keep in mind that we have managed to accomplish a great 
deal through difficult times. We will focus on our strengths and determine where we need to make some alterations, and 
together we will succeed in building a more viable organization worthy of our legacy.  
 
Submitted by Jeanne Alexander on behalf of the Lifecycles Capacity Committee 
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5 Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless  – Sherry Anderson  

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset! 

  With all the restrictions lifted in 2022, we were able to get more events done, still counting on the commitment and          
willingness of GHHS volunteers to be available. As in the past all volunteers who could help, did so by volunteering and in    
recommending GHHS to your friends and families as a great organization to join, through which we now have new and very 
committed volunteers as well. A big thank you to GHHS volunteers. 
 Our busy season will start again with the Victorian Teas and the Vintage & Collectibles Sales on April 1st and 2nd. In the 
meantime, please note that Friday March 10th has been booked for the Annual Volunteer Workshop from 1:30pm -  4:00 pm. 
For the benefit of our new volunteers, this workshop gives volunteers the opportunity to be informed about the upcoming 
events plans for the year. Committee Chairs (or representative) present such plans at this meeting, which includes their       
volunteer needs. Also, the Government House Manager and Assistant Manager, the Executive Director and Private Secretary. 
and the Communications Manager from the Lieutenant Governor’s Office will be attending and presenting useful information 
as well at this workshop. This workshop also serves as the required Information Session for those volunteers who are in        
attendance. I hope to see  many of you GHHS Volunteers at this workshop.  
  After the Volunteer Appreciation Tea last August, I received some calls regarding how the award recipients were         
decided. For 2022, the recipients were chosen based on their pre-Covid hours. For the Volunteer Appreciation Tea this coming 
August, the recipients will be chosen based on 2022 volunteer hours. It is very important that I receive all your volunteer 
hours for tasks you did from your home or outside of Government House. The form you need is on our website as indicated 
below in the important notice, or call me at 306-787-5363 if you need a printed copy. 

 I wish you a very happy, peaceful and healthy 2023. Thank you for your continued commitment. See you soon! 
  

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator 

Welcome New Volunteers & Members 

Alice Gaveronski  M 

Kathy Jellow   MV 

Claudia Labatt   MV 

Abiodun Oyelami   V 

 
MV = Member & Volunteer     V = Volunteer     M = Member 

Important Notice - Volunteer Hours 

It is very important that I receive, on a monthly basis, all your hours of 
volunteer work you did outside of  Government House or in your 
home. Majority of our awards are determined by the hours recorded 
to you. Here’s the link https://govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/hours/ 
to access the online form you need or call me to get a printed copy. 
Thank you for your commitment. 

His Honour Honourable Russ Mirasty and Janet 
Galger, one of the recipients of the Platinum       
Award during our 2022 Appreciation Tea. 
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Victorian Tea Room Report 
  The dates for the 2023 tea season have been submitted and approved. The dates are posted on our website and the 
ever popular date cards, for those of us who have more faith in paper than electronics, these are available at Government 
House from the visitor host and commissionaires desks. This will be the thirtieth year of the tea room. It has taken us a bit of 
time to regain our stride after a two year hiatus but we are now there.  My thanks for the continued support of our long time 
and new volunteers. It cannot be done without you. 

  The tea room is scheduled to reopen in April.  We are looking for a volunteer willing to deal with the reservations. If you 
are interested in this tea room task, please contact Rebecca. Reservations for the April tea will become available on Tuesday, 
March 7, 2023. 

  We anticipate that there will be an increase in the cost of the teas due to the continuing rise in the cost of food. This will 
be discussed and decided at our first Tea Room Committee meeting scheduled for March 9, 2023. 

 

Sheila Carson                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Tea Room Coordinator 

 

 

           

2023 Tea dates 

  April 1 & 2   May 6 & 7    
  June 3 & 4    July 8 & 9       
  August 12 & 13  September 9 & 10  
 October 14 & 15  November 4 & 65 

                December 2 & 3 by random draw of request forms 
 

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca  
call us to make a reservation by leaving a message at  

639-571-7123 

Bonnie Fladager and Elaine Miller at the 2022 
Victorian Christmas Tea. 

Guests at the 2022 2022 Victorian Christmas Tea 
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News from Jocko’s Friends, GHHS Junior members                Winter 2023 edition 

Monkey Business 

  Ready or not, welcome to 2023!  A new year is the perfect time to embrace changes and challenges.    
 Let us take on the new year together, whatever it may bring. On Sunday, October 30th, 2022, some members of  
 Jocko’s Friends handed out treats to the many guests who stopped in the Drawing Room and in the Dining Room on their 
tour of Government House during the Hallowe’en event. Special thanks to Danika W., Liam K., and to Harper J. for volun-
teering at this event.  Warmest thanks are extended to Deanna Brown, Terry Bedard and to Debbie Rainville for their  
 assistance with this event.  
  On Friday, November 25th, 2022, Suji A. and Danika W. volunteered at the Old-fashioned Christmas event held at  
Government House. At the Christmas Tea held on December 3rd and 4th, 2022, Aislyn W., Danika W. and Liam K. assisted 
the Vintage & Collectibles Sales Committee with their sale of various treasures. Special thanks are extended to Bonnie Racz 
for her donation of the beautiful quilted tree skirt for the Christmas Market. 
  At the Dickens Yuletide Singers Concerts held on December 10th and 11th, 2022, Suji A., Danika W. and Liam K.      
handed out programs to the many guests in attendance. 
  Heartfelt thanks to these volunteers who so graciously gave of their time at these various events held at Government 
House this past fall.  Everyone truly appreciates your efforts. 
  Members of Jocko’s Friends were sorry to learn of the passing of Dr. D. Michael Jackson, grandfather to Saleena J. on 
November 23, 2022. 
  Wishing you much laughter and love shared with family and friends and a sense of comfort and peace.  
 
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre  
 
 
       

Did you know……..…? The Government House Historical Society held the first Victorian Tea in the Conservatory        

at Government House in 1991. In 1992, the teas did move to the ballroom and there it remains to this day. 
 
 
 
 

  What do you call the monkeys that win the Stanley Cup?                     The Chimpions   

Needs new Volunteers and Committee Members for  
Jocko’s Friends GHHS Junior members 

Children ages of 6 - 16.   
See requirements below: 

Committee member or Chair & co-chair: 
•criminal record and vulnerable sector checks required. A 
letter will be given to you to take to your local Police Station 
and GHHS will reimburse you for charges incurred. 
A volunteer at Jocko's event: 
•criminal record and vulnerable sector checks not required. 

 
Please contact Rebecca:  

306-787-5363 or rebecca@govhousesociety.ca                               
With question and interest. 

Start each day with a positive thought  and a grateful heart! 
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Upcoming Events and Announcements 

The Annual General Meeting 

of the  

Government House Historical Society  

will be held  

On 

Monday, March 29, 2023 at 7:00 pm 

Please watch out for details 

Annual Volunteer Workshop 

All GHHS volunteers re invited to 
attend this important annual workshop 

on  
 

Friday March 10, 2023  
 

1:30pm to 4:00pm.  
Please RSVP before March 1st  

 
Email: rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 
Phone: 306-787-5363 leave message 

 

Thinking About a Legacy Gift? 
 

Had you thought about leaving a memorial 
gift donation to GHHS in your will? Now you 
may, as we have Legacy Gift Forms available. 
Please see our website, or contact the office 
to arrange this and make your intentions 

Top Left: Lucja Sycko and Kathy White, our     
Dessert volunteers at the 2022 Christmas Tea. 
 
Top Right: Shea Poncsak, one of our 2022     
Christmas Tea Servers,, attending to Guests at the 
Tea. 
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Vintage & Collectibles (V.&C.) 

  The glassware sparkled, the silver gleamed and a variety of      
Santa’s were nestled amid the items on sale at the Vintage &              
Collectibles annual Christmas sale. Curious visitors explored items    
carefully   arrayed to tempt them, and many left with that “just right” 
Christmas gift in their arms. 
  The Christmas Sale is the most demanding, and the most fun of 
our year’s offering. With all of the Richard Lake Hall available for our 
use, almost all of our wares, bolstered by a generous offering of     
Christmas items, is on display. The Christmas Tea visitors are in a happy 
mood and the children fascinated by the Christmas trinkets and toys 
that mark the season. This year was especially busy, with many happy 
buyers and record-breaking sales.  
  The On-Line Christmas Market is also now available. Look up 
govhousesociety/shop to find a sampling of items for those of you    
unable to attend the Christmas Sale in person. You’ll find Christmas decor, 
vintage items and jewelry that might appeal to your taste. 
  But most of all in this season of blessings, the Vintage & Collectibles 
Committee wishes you a Happy Season full of family friends and sugarplums, and All the Best in the New Year. 
 

Susan Hogarth, Chair 

Some V&C Committee Members at the 2022  
Christmas Sale. L-R: Susan Hogarth, Shirley Paterson 
Marlene Callfas, Pat Taylor and Elaine Miller  

On-Line Market SALE! 

Please check us out often on-line, we 
have added lovely new items such as 
the beautiful chair below. Find the 
site at: https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/ 

Guests at the 2022 Christmas Tea 

Left: One of the tables with items 
for sale at the 2022 Christmas 
Sale. 
 
Right: Beautiful chair featured on 
our online marker. Check it out. 
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Cathedral Village Arts Festival May 2023  (CVAF) 

 
    The Cathedral Village Arts Festival Project last year was a great success. We 
were well accepted by fair-goers; we had shouts of, "I love your outfit, can I get a 
picture with you?" from the crowd, to people stopping by and learning more 
about us, perusing our   displays or purchasing raffle tickets. They were attracted 
by our decorated booth and our Victorian costumes. In only one day, we garnered 
63 names of potential volunteers as well as making our presence known.  
 All of this was accomplished by all sectors of our organization working         
together in partnership with Government House. The efforts of our volunteers were invaluable. 
 An organizational meeting for the May 27th CVAF 2023 project has been slated for late January.   
In addition to having a booth, we are looking to be in the May 22 parade. If you as a committee, or as a volunteer would like 
to take part, please contact Jeanne with ideas or proposals.  We are looking for ideas on how to make our booth even more 
appealing and interactive.  
 Why not start preparing your costumes, which could be outfits from the Victorian Era, or from the roaring ‘Twenties. The 
Roaring 20's  costumes are a precursor to an upcoming event, advertising the ’21 Club GH Speakeasy event this fall.   
 Interested in joining?  Please feel welcome. If you would like more information, please contact Jeanne Alexander at jalex-
ander@sasktel.net or call 306 585 6238. We will be asking for volunteers to help staff the booth (a lot of fun), and other vol-
unteer opportunities will be available coming up. 
 
Jeanne Alexander, Chair of CVAF  

L-R: Jeanne Alexander, Lynn Ridgeway and Shirley Gerlock    

Remember these photos in 2022 Summer Newsletter? Jeanne 
and the CVAF Committee are working on the 2023 Arts Festival 
event. Volunteers are required. Call Rebecca to indicate your interest. 

Iris Sirke and Charlene Balion in a red Victorian 

Costume. 

The nicest-looking booth at the  
Street Fair!  
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 Information update 

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
            Like us on  

 
       Follow us on  

 
PHONE: 

306-787-5363 
FAX: 

306-787-5714 
 

E-MAIL: 
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 

 
Newsletter Committee and          

Editorial Team: 
Rebecca Otitoju 

Jennifer Thompson 
Gayle White 

 
Information Update: 

Have you moved to a different    
address or changed your email? 

Please call:                                                     
306-787-5363 or email                    

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with your new information 

 

Photo credits and resources: 
Charlene Balion 

Chad Debert 
Hassan Ghafoori 

Elizabeth Hill 
Gayle White 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor 
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier) 

 
 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 

 Don’t Spill the Beans, we don’t want any Coppers!  
SAVE THE DATE: 23 SEPTEMBER 2023  

 
This is a partnership event between Government House and Government House 
Historical Society featuring the ’21 Club GH Speakeasy and Mystery Murder at 
the Gatsby Mansion. Please be sure to mark your calendar to volunteer or 
attend this exciting new event!  
 
Charlene Balion and Brie Hnetka, Co-Chairs 

SHHHHH… LIMITED MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE  

Roaring ‘20s Committee  

Message from the Editors  
  Here we are at the start of a brand-new year. This is our chance to begin 
again, or to make improvements on what we’ve done before. You will notice our 
new feature, Getting to Know You, in this newsletter. For newer members, you 
can learn about the many contributions to our Society by one of our long-time 
members, Ann Grahame. 
  Another new project for the entire Society is our involvement in the    
Lifecycles Project with SaskCulture. What stage of being is our Society in right 
now? Growth? … … Maturity? … … Decline? … Turnaround?...   
  Do you as volunteers or committee members understand that what you do 
affects the  Society as a whole? Here is a famous quote by poet & preacher John 
Donne (1623), which I have altered to make more inclusive:   

“No person is an island entire of itself;  
every person is a piece of the continent, a part of the main…” 

In other words, for our purposes, no volunteer, no committee exists alone or 
apart, and we are all part of something greater, that being the Historical Society, 
and more beyond that. 

Here’s to working together for the greater good in 2023. 
 
Gayle White, Co-editor 


