GOVERNMENT

,_;ﬂouss
Hisroricar

SOCIETY

CONTENTS

President’s Message 1
Government House 2
Art Exhibit 2
From the Lieutenant Governor’s
Office 3

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s
Invaluable Asset!

New Volunteers and Members

Victorian Tea Room

21 Club Speakeasy

Upcoming Events & Announcements
(Volunteer Appreciation Tea,
It’s Back!, Christmas Tea
Ballot Form, Dickens Yuletide

o) I A TN SN -

Singers) 7
Cathedral Village Street Fair 8
Vintage & Collectibles 9
Newsletter Report 10
Raffle Winners Draw 10

GETTING TO KNOW YOU - next
attachment or insert for printed

copy

Important Notice: To receive
a paper copy of newsletter
sent by mail, there will be
an annual charge of $10.00

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

The Society Times

Volume 3 Number 6 SUMMER 2023

President’s Message

In April our summer season began with the Victorian Teas and Vintage &
Collectibles Sales resuming their popular events. These will continue monthly until
December.

On 13" May His Honour the Honourable Russ Mirasty, Lieutenant Governor of
Saskatchewan, and Her Honour Donna Mirasty hosted a reception to celebrate the
Coronation of King Charles IIl. This event, attended by close to 500 people, com-
menced with a short formal presentation in Sir Henry Newland’s Room followed by a
reception in the Ballroom.

The Society had a booth at the Cathedral Village Arts Festival. Although | was
unable to attend, | understand that the GHHS presentation was very well received.

The new Non-Profit Corporation Act 2022 allows a greater time to elapse between
annual general meetings. To take advantage of this extra time, the AGM for fiscal
2023 (year ended 31 December 2023) will be held on the 22" May 2024. Although,
in calendar terms, this may seem to be way out in the future, | know that some events
creep up on one considerably faster than anticipated.

Summer is a time for relaxation and contemplation and in that vein perhaps is a
good time to think about becoming a board member. Although the board may appear
to be a “distant” group it is actually a group of people working together to ensure the
longevity of GHHS. The board benefits from having members with diverse skills and
experience and is open to all members of GHHS.

Canada Day their Honours, Russ and Donna Mirasty, hosted a celebration in the
grounds of Government House. The event, although unintentionally held on about the
hottest day of the year, went well. The considerable crowd seemed to enjoy
themselves as they didn’t start thinning out until the 4 p.m. close. The free lemonade
was welcomed on such a hot day. Their Honours visited every area and spoke to the
volunteers/workers present which was truly appreciated by all.

The Vintage & Collectibles had their wares set up in the Sir Richard Lake ballroom
and seemed to be consistently busy all day, with people even opening the closed door
when it was over! Unfortunately, “late-night shopping” is not a service V & Cis able to
provide.

Adrian Golbey, GHHS President
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Government House

Happy Summer! Government House will be a bustling hive of activity, as usual, this
summer season!

We have a great crew of Visitor Experience Hosts working for us this year. They are always
eager to share their knowledge and have fun with everyone they tour. | strongly encourage all
the GHHS volunteers to experience one or more of the Costumed Tours that are on offer hourly
every day. There are several different period characters that have been developed so each new
tour is from a slightly different perspective.

| know all the volunteers work very hard and spend a lot of time here but trust me, an extra
hour for one of these tours is worth it! Come and visit Jacob Sawatzky, Kaydence Banga, Sarah
Marie Nadeau, Sarah Schuweiler-Frizzel, Hope Van Vilet, or Charlotte Courage.

Most of last summer’s events are returning, so these are yet another way to engage with our beautiful property.
Remember you can always check our website for all the details.

e Lunch on the Lawn.

e Not Who but Watt.

e Yoga in the Gardens.

e Fun and Games Day.

Of course, there is a great new art show and a super informative feature exhibit for the summer, and they are featured
here in the newsletter.

Have a fantastic summer!

Chad Debert, Manager, Government House
Provincial Capital Commission

ogmﬁ of the
Fealy Commissioner
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From Lieutenant Governor’s Office
The Lieutenant Governor’s Canada Day Celebration

It was another hot, sunny day at Government House for the Lieutenant Governor’s Canada Day Celebration. July
1st, 2023 marked the second time Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty hosted the event.

There was plenty to see and do with entertainment and activities for all ages. Many visitors brought lawn chairs and
sought the shade while enjoying the lively entertainment on stage. The crowd enjoyed performances by award-winning
Métis fiddler Donny Parenteau and his band, hoop dancer Terrance Littletent, the Prairie Gael School of Irish Dance, and
the Philippine Association of Saskatchewan Dancers.

Around the grounds, several fan favourites were back again including KAOS Dogsports and the Storybook Princesses
and Superheroes. For the first time in four years, we were pleased to welcome back face painting, the Girl Guides’ bubbles
station, and the bouncy castle run by personnel from HMCS Queen. The craft of Métis Finger Weaving was featured for
the first time in 2022 and we were pleased to include it again.

Inside Government House guests enjoyed visiting the museum and viewing the new exhibit exploring the history of
treaties and the just-opened Retreat to Morning Lake art exhibit on the second floor. Members of the Regina Classical
Guitar Society also entertained visitors touring the House. As always, the GHHS Collectibles Sale was very popular. Special
thanks to the volunteers for contributions to the sale as well as to outdoor activities.

Guests received complimentary Canadian flags, flag pins, Government House fans, pinwheels, barley sugar pops,
popcorn, and lemonade.

Their Honours and their guests had a very Happy Canada Day. We hope to see everyone back next year!

Top Left: LG Russ & Donna
Mirasty with hoop dancer
Terrance Littletent

Bottom Left: Donny Parenteau
& Band performing on stage

Top Right: Prairie Gael School
of Irish Dance who lead off
performances on stage.

Bottom Right: Dancers from
the Philippine Association of
Saskatchewan performing with
bamboo poles.
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

In my opinion, | think we have more days that felt like summer than in previous years. | hope we can keep it longer
and enjoy each day as it comes.

Since the workshop in March, | have been occupied with organizing information sessions for our new volunteers.
Due to the willingness of volunteers to be available more than expected of them and the new volunteers coming on
board, the need for some volunteers to work double shifts would eventually be eradicated. | thank all volunteers who
gladly stepped in to help at those critical moments.

The Volunteer Appreciation Tea is on Sunday, August 27, 2023, starting at 1.30 pm. This event is among those you
are invited to attend when you have worked the required ten hours in the previous year. Our new volunteers in 2022
broke records for hours work worked. For the first time, since | started with the Society, we have new volunteers who
worked more hours during the year they joined GHHS and will be recipients of the New Volunteer awards at the
Appreciation Tea.

| would like to encourage all volunteers to ensure that you sign in (and out) the GHHS volunteer’s binder by the
commissionaires, to capture your hours of volunteer in the House. Due to each committee’s need, some volunteers work
from home. It is important for those volunteers to record their hours and send them to me. | can email you a pdf copy to
print, complete and drop off or complete the form online at https://govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/hours/ and submit it.

Do you know that the Historical Society has both Facebook and Instagram sites? One of the ways to get us out
there is to follow us on Facebook and Instagram as well. You can also share information posted on Facebook on your own
site. These are the links for GHHS FB: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10006426080663 and Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/govhousesociety/.

Here is a new, and important piece of information about volunteering. In the past, current volunteers were able to
bring their friends or family members (who are not GHHS volunteers), along during an event to volunteer. Please note
that, at any GHHS events, only those who are GHHS volunteers are eligible to volunteer. We appreciate those who come
in periodically to assist at these events, however, they will have a better opportunity to volunteer at varieties of other
events if they become registered GHHS volunteers. There is no cost to this. It also ensures that you are insured. Please
complete the volunteer form online https://govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/.

Thank you all for your continued commitment, hope to see you soon!

Rebecca Otitoju
GHHS Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator

Welcome

New Volunteers & Members
Teresa Eberlye V
Danny Deng V
Lorie Larkins V
Alissa Liu V
Pat McLaughin V
Merita Melnychuk V
Van (Ane) Nguyen V
Fran Shaw V
Van Troy (Tony) Tran V

MV = Member & Volunteer V =Volunteer M = Member

Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because you want to, in a cause you
consider good mvan scheier
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Victorian Tea Room

The tea on coronation day was very successful. Thank you to Carolyn Spiers and the Office of the Lieutenant
Governor for making commemorative pins marking the occasion available to us. We were able to offer a pin to each guest
at the tea and to all the volunteers who worked that weekend.

Thank you to Shannon of Indulgence Fine Foods for making and donating the phyllo pastry cups in which we served
the coronation chicken salad. We definitely owe Shannon a return favour!

It is always an adventure when we try to figure out how many single recipes it will take to fill the pans we use for
cooking in the kitchen. It would seem that three recipes for the sticky toffee pudding would have done the job. We however
thought it might be four. The resulting mile-high dessert was very popular and one we will probably use again. But only
three recipes per pan next time!

We are in the middle third of our season and are already thinking about the menu for the Christmas tea. If you have
any menu suggestions, please let us know. The sooner we start to test these recipes the happier we are!

The new online request form for tea reservations is working well. Visit our website at www.govhousesociety.ca to
learn more about this. Of course, we still have the telephone number for reservations for those not too comfortable with
change and technology!

Sheila Carson, Tea Room Coordinator

2023 Tea dates

August 12 & 13 September 9 & 10
October 14 & 15 November 4 & 5
December 2 & 3 by random draw of
request form from

September 1st to October 2nd

Call 639-571-7123 or visit our website
www.govhousesociety.ca for our new

online reservation form to make a Top Right: Bonnie Fladager (Greeter) with Jacque Wight
(Ballroom Coordinator) preparing for the Victorian Tea.

reservation.

Bottom Left: Guests at the Tea.

Bottom Right: L-R Heather Salloum, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre,
Jacque Wight and Janette Richardson at a members’ pie social.

Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because you want to, in a cause you
consider good mvan scheier
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SPEAKEASY

Hey yous guys....I'm just saying... *
remember to buy your tickets...
you know what ['m saying...
limited number for sale...

[’'m not saying, I’m just saying...

Get your friends together
and step back in time to the
Roarin 20s at the
21 CLUB SPEAKEASY!

For tickets visit:

govhousesociety.ca

|
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Upcoming Events and Announcements

Volunteer Appreciation Tea i

Sunday August 27, 2023
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm
All GHHS Volunteers who worked at least
10 hours in 2022 are invited to attend. |
RSVP to rebecca@govhousesociety.ca or i
by calling 306-787-5363.

Y N
% i A y
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Dickens Yuletide Singers
Celebrating 21 Years at Government House

Enjoy this Christmas concert
in the Government House Ballroom

Saturday December 9™, 2023
Sunday December 10™, 2023

Concerts begin each day
at 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm

Reserve tickets will be available on
Thursday, October 26™
by calling (306) 570-2826 or
(306) 537-0523
Donations Appreciated

The Society Times

The members’ event with the Lieutenant Governor
't is with immense pleasure that we are able to
rannounce that Their Honours will be joining the
EGHHS members for a pie social on Sunday, August
120, 2023. The event will be held in the ballroom from
EZ:OO to 4:00pm. Bonnie Racz and Sheila Carson are

1 already planning homemade pies. An RSVP is

E required for this GHHS members only event by

i August 16th to: ;
i rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
'or by calling 306-787-5363.

7

Christmas Tea Ballot Form
Available from
September 1, 2023 to October 2, 2023

4 Forms will be available to print or submit on
our website www.govhousesociety.ca
Or
Pick up a form at Government House

Summer 2023



Cathedral Village Street Fair

The CVAF Parade on Monday was fun. The Air, Army, and Navy Cadets made a dignified addition to our parade
entry. The Banner we ordered looked great at the front of our section, and is available for other GHHS events. It is in our
storage room. Victorian ladies and a gentleman, a serving maid, and a Red Hat member were also part of our entry. It was
great to have Hassan there taking lots of photos for future promotions.

The Saturday Street Fair did not have as large a crowd this year as last year, but our volunteers were enthusiastic
and we had a steady stream of attendees who availed themselves of the opportunity to speak with us, peruse and take
materials. They bought our raffle tickets and signed up for the free draw. They wanted to take photos not only with the
upright photo “booth” our committee created, but also with our costumed volunteers.

The custom-painted photo booth of a Victorian family is also available for other GHHS events, ask Jeanne
(306)585-6238) if you are interested.

We decided to extend the Raffle and Free Draw till July 9 so as to earn more money. To date, Raffle proceeds are
approximately $600.

Our committee will be holding a debriefing meeting to assess the publicity value of our attendance.

Believe it or not, the Cadets have also volunteered to help out at future Jockos events plus with the 21 Club/
Roaring ‘20s event. Again, talk to Jeanne, who is a board member.

Jeanne Alexander, Committee Chair

Limmmmy GOVERNMENT HOY
AlEgaE HISTORICAL SOCIET

GHHS (l (/1

Opening parade led by the Air, Army, and
Navy Cadets

Anna Janikova, GHHS Volunteer Lorna Bingaman, board member (far
(middle) and two Victorian ladies right) with other parade goers.

Saturay street fair: Anna Janikova in blue. :
Jeanne Alexander and Gayle White in the booth. Photo booth was very popular.
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Vintage & Collectibles

Whew — two sales within a week of each other! People came looking for bargains or treasures and found both.

The July 1* Sale was busy, with hundreds of people visiting Sir Richard Lake Hall. The Half-price Table was very
popular, and volunteers were kept hopping to keep up with the demand. Things were a bit more sedate on the Victori-
an Tea weekend and enabled volunteers to catch our collective breaths.

Objects out = objects in. We have been pricing new donations and keeping our storage cupboards in good shape.
The more we sell, the more we can take in, but we are not accepting any more donations until the fall while we work to
catch up on the bounty of spring.

Susan Hogarth, Chair

Top Left: Lizhi Wang attending to a shopper.
Top Right: Pat Taylor and Marlene Califas at the payment table.
Bottom Left: Jeanne Alexander selling raffle tickets and promoting the Roarin ‘20s event.

Bottom Right: Gayl Hipperson at the always popular jewelry table
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Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on

Follow us on @

PHONE:
306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Rebecca Otitoju

Gayle White

Information Update:

Have you moved to a different
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
Chad Debert, Ann Grahame,
Hassan Ghafoori, Elizabeth Hill
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Gayle White
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
September 29, 2023

Alone we can do so [ittle;
Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller
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Newsletter Report

The House is in full swing for the summer, with numerous events drawing in
the public. Look for yourself and your friends in the photos accompanying this
edition of The Society Times. And don’t forget Getting to Know You — its amaz-
ing what our long-term members have been up to in the past.

Newsletter Editors

Daniel Hunt, a board member, and
Dianne Emmins drawing for the
raffle winners on Sunday July 9th.
The winners:

#1 Jo Hartnell

#2 Kathryn Lozinsky

#3 Dave Imric

H« ,-

shop/ or

Order a copy online govhousesociy.ca/
when you visit Government House.
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