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Deadline for the submission of

articles: March 29, 2024.
Length of submissions:
1 page for President
Half page for Committees

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

President’s Message

| appreciate this is a little late in the
year to wish you all a Happy and Healthy 2024
but this is the first opportunity | have had to
reach out to all our members and particularly
those who have been able to volunteer and
participate in our events.

This is a traditional time for looking
both backwards to what was accomplished
and forwards to events and opportunities in
this year.

The Society had another successful year
settling down to a more routine way of life
after the last few years of upheaval. The stand
out event for 2023 was the Mystery Murder
Night. This event, after a number of years of
planning and false starts was, by all accounts,
a major success. It also demonstrated the depth and breadth of the talent,
expertise and experience of the Society’s members and volunteers. This production
was immeasurably enhanced by the valuable cooperation and participation of
Government House staff working seamlessly with the Society.

Although a Government House initiative Coffee in the Conservatory, held in
January, February and March again shows the rapport between GH and the Society.
Society members bake the treats from scratch, in the House kitchen, with a
different group of Society volunteers serving the guests. Each sitting has been over-
subscribed and so shows the joint aim of the Society and GH to encourage guests
to visit the House, particularly during a time of year when most people would not
consider venturing outside.

Given the success of Coffee in the Conservatory, 2024 starts with the number
of sittings being increased to two days each month from the previous one day. Like
all changes GH and the Society are optimistic that the additional sittings will be as
popular. The baking for the first Coffee in the Conservatory was held on January 20
and 21 with the baking being done on Friday 19, with the President volunteering as
sous-baker and dishwasher. Hence the less than traditionally formal photograph at
the head of this report.

The Victorian Teas and Vintage & Collectible Sales will commence in April
and continue as the signature events of the Society.

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held in May and not
March as has been our traditional time. The change is facilitated by the new Non
Profit Act 2022 which allows more time from our year end, 31" December to the

(Continued on page 5)
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Government House-edited

Happy New Year!

Government House had an extremely full fall and holiday season! It was a whirl wind, but
so much fun! October was full of spooky Halloween fun with our Bump in the Afternoon event
i as well as three full evening performances of Victorian Séance shows. Then right after the
il Halloween season we moved into decorating the house for the holidays and our Old-

" Fashioned Victorian Christmas event.

All the fall and holiday events and activities were very popular and brought thousands of
people to experience the House. On behalf of the Government house staff, thank you to the
GHHS volunteers that helped with each of these activities. We depend on the generous
donation of time and effort of the volunteers to hold the activities.

Also, thank you to the committees and volunteers that worked on the wonderfully
successful GHHS Christmas Teas, Collectible Sales and the Dickens Singers events. We know
Regina looks forward to all of these and they very much enhance the holiday magic at Government House!

Government House is excited that GHHS volunteers are willing to host an expanded Coffee in the Conservatory this
year! On a weekend in each of January, February and March, guests can reserve their spot to enjoy a warm beverage and a
delicious homemade dessert in our beautiful, lush, and warm conservatory! Last year spaces booked fast, be sure to
register early at https://govhousesociety.ca/ .

In February, Government House will be participating in FROST, Regina’s Winter Festival taking place January 26" —
February 4™ Make sure to stop by the big tent at Wascana Park and check out our activities!

Right after Frost we are honoured to be hosting the 2024 Brier Tankard Trophy. It will be on display February 6-8"
with a small nod to Sylvia Fedoruk who was an accomplished curler herself.

We will also be hosting Family Day on February 19". Families will be able to enjoy a variety of activities that
afternoon.

We are looking forward to a wonderful 2024. | wish you all a safe, healthy, and happy New Year!

Chad Debert, Manager, Government House
Provincial Capital Commission

Exhibits:

Heart Happenstance
January 19 - March 24, 2024
Artist Talk and Reception February 13"6:30 pm

An exhibit of the work of artist Karlie King, an accomplished
Regina based ceramic artist. Approximately forty clay hearts will line
the hallway of the Government House Hallway Gallery. These hearts
will be various shapes and sizes, as each one is individually sculpted.

Further, the texture and surface of each sculpture varies, as well as [ g ?fr"'uffy“f;y_
the colour depending on the clay body used - porcelain, stoneware, - LA March 24,
red, brown, and black clay. , 2028

As we know each heart has a story, and on February 13", King
will give an artist talk that reveals some of the very touching stories
behind each of these hearts, their unique connections to individuals
across the country, and some of the ceramic techniques King uses to
make them. Please join us to celebrate the artist over some light re-
freshments and listen to these captivating insights behind the hearts. 2 ggl’é’éﬁmem

Actist Talk and Reception

Abranch of February 13, 2024
the Provincial Doors Open 6:30 pm

Copitol Commission Talk Begins 7 pm
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https://govhousesociety.ca/

From the Lieutenant Governor’s Office (LGO)

Great turnout for the 2024 New Year’s Day Levee!

The LGO presented the annual Lieutenant Governor's New Year’s Day Levee on January 1st from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Their Honours Russ Mirasty and Donna Mirasty were pleased to host this event, which is celebrated by Vice-Regal
offices across Canada. Their Honours exchanged greetings with guests in a receiving line and posed for photographs. The
Lieutenant Governor’s aides-de-camp, staff and volunteers were on hand to help greet and serve about 900 guests who
attended. Usher of the Black Rod Inspector (Ret’d) Tom Mansfield showed guests the Black Rod and explained its significance.

The Levee is free of charge and guests are offered complimentary festive beverages and bites. Musical entertainment
was provided by The Kevin Kasha quartet, harpist Glenna Stewart and pianist Jim Gallagher. Children of all ages had fun
creating “crowns” in our craft room.

Visitors also enjoyed exploring Government House while it was all decked out for the season.

Hope to see you at the Lieutenant Governor's New Year’s Day Levee next year.

‘v;‘ -; :
St ] I T e 3
Their Honours wished Members of the Saskatchewan Volunteer Vincent Murphy spoke with visitors
Branch of the United Empire Loyalists Association of about festive traditions in Government House
Canada a very Happy New Year. from years gone by.

New Year’s Day Levee attendees were happy to pose

guests in Sir Richard Lake Hall at the New Year’s for photos with “Salut” the friendly Canadian maple leaf
Day Levee. and Aide-de-Camp Sergeant Major Michael McGinley.

Their Honours Russ & Donna Mirasy greeted
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

The year 2023 was full of activities and kept volunteers busy. Many of the new volunteers were able to participate
in different events including those from Government House and the Lieutenant Governor’s Office.

As we look forward to the Victorian Tea and the Vintage & Collectibles Sales starting again in April, the Annual
Volunteer Workshop is booked for Tuesday, March 12" from 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm. This workshop is an opportunity for all
GHHS volunteers to learn about the upcoming events from Government House and the Lieutenant Governor’s Office. For
all new volunteers who have not attended the required information session, attending this workshop serves the same
purpose. Every volunteer will also sign the newly approved Volunteer Code of Conduct due to some revisions.

Before the end of the year, | sent out a survey to all members and volunteers to update their information or their
volunteer preferences. | have reopened access to the form to enable more participation. | encourage all volunteers and
members who have not completed the form, please to do so. The form will be available till mid-February.

| want to thank everyone who submitted their hours for 2023 and you are still able to submit those hours you
worked at home doing GHHS activities if you haven’t done so. This is how we record the total volunteer hours for the
Society and each volunteer. Please tally your hours by months and committees and email them to me or use the form
below.

| wish you a very happy, peaceful, and healthy 2024. Thank you for your continued commitment to our GHHS mis-
sion to preserve, promote, and enhance Government House. See you soon!

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

Important Notice - Volunteer Hours Welcome! New Members & Volunteers
Laurier & Lori Donais V

It is very important that | receive, on a monthly basis, all Britnee Mishak V

your hours of volunteer work you did outside of

Government House or in your home. Majority of our MV = Member & Volunteer V = Volunteer M = Member

awards are determined by the hours recorded to you.
Here’s the link https://govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/
hours/ to access the online form you need or call me to
get a printed copy. Thank you for your commitment.

Connie Vnusen and Leon ' Margaret Dagéais, backlanding and Hillary
Howe ensuring that the volunteers Patel, Tea maker both at the Christmas tea
are taken care of.

Yolunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless - sherry Anderson
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President’s Message cont’d

AGM. An important part of the AGM is to elect members to the Board to replace those that are retiring. Any member of the
Society can become a Board member and can approach the Nominating Committee for all the information. The Board is
entrusted with managing the Society’s affairs and is best served by members with diverse backgrounds and experience.

Adrian Golbey, President

Victorian Tea Room Report

The Victorian tea room and its very dedicated volunteers are
currently enjoying a much deserved rest. The Christmas tea was a
success according to the many guests who were kind enough to
comment. We are pleased to announce that no lives were threatened
or lost because of our decision not to serve Christmas pudding!
We look forward to the challenges which we are sure will arise in
2024, to welcoming back our very devoted tea lovers and to welcom-
ing those for whom it will be a new experience.

Sheila Carson
Victorian Tea Room Coordinator

Sheila Carson and Catherine White, in the
kitchen preparing for the Christmas tea.

2024 Tea dates
April6 & 7 May4 &5
Junel &2 July6 &7
August 10 & 11 September 7 & 8 Fran Shaw, the Greeter
October5& 6 November2 & 3 at the Christmas Tea.

December 7 & 8 by random draw of request forms
Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca
call us to make a reservation by leaving a message at
639-571-7123

Christmas tea ballroom volunteers.

Front L-R: Merita Melnychuk, Janette Richardson,
Barb Binnie & Joy Routledge

Back L-R: Doreen Patel, Lorna Bingaman, Bonnie
Fladager & Eileen Fisher

Set up Crew relaxing in between sittings
to reset the tables. L-R: Wanda Emmons,
Cathy Wilde and Cathy Walkington
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Dickens Yuletide Singers Concerts

Government House Historical Society once again collaborated with
Dianne Burrows and the Dickens Yuletide Singers to present four festive
concerts on Dec 9 and 10, 2023. This was the 21°% time we have worked
together to put on this wonderful event. The choir’s traditional Victorian
costumes fit in perfectly with the festive decorations throughout the Museum.
Over 350 guests attended to hear the beautiful music and enjoy the tasty
refreshments following.

The Dickens Committee, consisting of Lorna Bingaman, Alyce Garratt,
Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Lois Pinno and Janette Richardson were assisted by
Government House Historical Society volunteers, new and experienced. Thank 3
you to all the volunteers who made the event possible and to the Singers for
joining us to add wonderful music to the Christmas season!

Lorna Bingaman, Chair

Terr Bedard preparing the
snacks for refreshments

Guests at one of the Dickens Concerts the ticket and donation table
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Upcoming Events and Announcements

Annual Volunteer Workshop
All GHHS volunteers are invited to

attend this important annual workshop

on
Tuesday March 12, 2024

1:30pm to 4:00pm.
Please RSVP before March 1st

Email: rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Phone: 306-787-5363 leave message

The Annual General Meeting
of the
Government House Historical Society
will be held
On
Wednesday, May 22, 2024 at
7:00 pm

Please watch out for details

Thinking About a Legacy Gift?

Had you thought about leaving a memorial gift
donation to GHHS in your will? Now you may,
as we have Legacy Gift Forms available. Please
see our website, or contact the office to
arrange this and make your intentions known.
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Enjoy
a cup of Victorian tea in the comfort of your own
home with one of the recipes from our cookbook.
Available to purchase at your next visit to Govern-
ment House or through our Online Market
https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/

Government House Family Day Festivities
February 19, 2024

Join us for an “unplugged” event where entertainment is
in-person and not online.

Government House will open at 10 a.m. This is a come-
and-go event and no registration is required.

Activities for the day will include puppet shows (with
performances at 10:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:00 pm, and 2:00
pm), board games, dance/body movement workshop,
scavenger hunt in the museum, and access to the Once

Upon Time playroom for children 6 years old and under.
Visit www.governmenthousesk.ca for details.

7 Winter 2024



The Not-for-Profit Lifecycles Capacity Building Project

The entire board, plus key people from GH, met on a Saturday in early January for another workshop about our
continuing Lifecycles Capacity Building project. Gwen was our facilitator once again, and guided us through discussions and
decision-making about the Society’s four important points of strength underlying all our values, events and activities: which
are Management, Governance, Financial Resources and Administrative Systems.

It was a fulfilling day to see the motivation and dedication on the part of our Board members. And we thank our
organizers for the delicious and nutritious catered lunch.

You will be hearing more about our ‘building’ process in the near future.

o

- - 3

L-R: Jeanne Alexander, Shirle;/ Paterson, Adrian Golbey Jeanne Alexander during the
Daniel Hunt & Lynn Goldman. Christmas Vintage sales

Sheila Carson, Adrian Golbey & Gwen
Shea Poncsak & Gayle White. Dueck, the Life Cycle Facilitator.
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Vintage & Collectibles (V.&C.)

The Christmas sale capped another successful year for the V & C Committee. Sir Richard Lake Hall sparkled with
Christmas decor as buyers happily carried off a variety of shiny items to deck the Christmas table or delight as gifts for that
special someone.

While no sales are scheduled during January, February and March, committee members will be busy working their
way through the donations we have on hand to identify areas that need to be enhanced, and items for our first 2024 sale in
April. We plan to have a bounty of half priced items as we clear out the old to make way for the new.

As we undertake this work, we will not be accepting any donations until after our first April sale. Plan to come to our
April event; we’d love to send you home with wonderful new (to you) lovelies. Hope to see you then!

Susan Hogarth, Chair

Susan Hogarth displaying one
of the beautiful teacups at the
Christmas Vintage sales.

A jocko’s Friend helping with the
sale of GHHS cookbooks and the
Victorian Tea blend.

Gayl Hipperson & Pat Taylor in the
background.
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Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on

K3
©
PHONE:

306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714

Follow us on

E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Gail Bradley
Rebecca Otitoju
Gayle White

Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
Ann Grahame, Elizabeth Hill
Gayle White
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier)

PLEASE NOTE
To receive a paper copy of the
newsletter sent by mail, there

will be an annual charge of
$10.00.

Alone we can do so [ittle;
Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller
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Welcome Robin Lynch

Robin Lynch started as the new
Assistant Manager, Exhibits and Collections,
at Government House in November. Her first
week was full of Christmas decorating—an
excellent introduction to the behind-the-
scenes magic and generous work of the
volunteers and staff at Government House.

Robin grew up in Ontario, and she has
been very fortunate to live and work in a
wide variety of places across Canada, the
United States, and elsewhere. Some of the
previous places Robin has been involved with
Include the Art Gallery of Grande Prairie, AB;

Art Gallery of Regina, SK; Montreal Museum
of Fine Arts, QC; Henie Onstad Kunstsenter,
Norway; Hessel Museum, NY; the Jewish Museum of Montreal, QC, and the
National Gallery of Canada. A self-confessed history nerd, Robin has a PhD in
Art History, specializing in art and design from World War | to Cold War periods.
For her research, she was awarded a fellowship at the Smithsonian American
Art Museum from 2019 — 2020. Robin also has a Master’s degree in Curatorial
Studies from Bard College, NY.

Prior to coming to Government House, Robin was the Executive Director
of the Art Gallery of Regina, where she had her first experiences with the
incredible number of amazing community organizations, volunteers, and
cultural activities in Regina. Robin is passionate about museums and cultural
organizations as accessible community gathering points that can bring people
together to connect over stories, shared histories, new experiences, and
perspectives. She is excited to work at a place that already has strong
community connections, such as those with the Government House Historical
Society, and she is really looking forward to continuing to grow partnerships
that help share more stories about this incredible historic site.

Newsletter Editors’ Message

Here we are in 2024. Many committees are having a bit of a rest, until
April. But not the Board of Directors, they continue to hold board meetings. And
not the newsletter — we are pleased to show you the events and activities from
last fall!

We hope that you all feel proud about what you accomplished in the
previous year. Our input helps to keep Government House one of the most
popular tourist destinations in Regina, and indeed, Saskatchewan.

Have a good rest; before we know it the Teas and the Sales will be starting up
again.

Gayle White, Co-editor.
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