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Our mission is to preserve, 
promote, and enhance      

Government House as a   
public heritage site. 

President’s Message                                                                                                                         

  The first three months are a  
quiet time for public activities sponsored  
by the Society. However, it is Budget and 
Inventory time so there is still considerable 
activity behind the scene involving  
several committees and their members. 
  Society members and volunteers 
supported a number of Government house 
events. These include Coffee in the Conserv-
atory, which as mentioned earlier was  
increased to both Saturday and Sunday  
one weekend a month. This event which is 
only held for the first three months of the 
year continues to be fully booked. 
  Family Day on 19th February had  
over 500 guests attend. I was very pleased 
to see a wide range of people attending with 
many being new Canadians. 
  The Easter Egg Hunt, was again, supported by a number of members and      
volunteers. I am told that around 1,000 people took part in the activities with all    
having an enjoyable time.  
  The next major Society event is the Annual General Meeting at 7 p.m. on the 
22nd May. This is the annual review of the Society’s activities for 2023 and the election 
of Board Members for 2024. The agenda, reports and a brief biography of the       
nominees for the Board will be available no later than 1st May being posted on the 
Members’ section of the Society website. A printed copy will also be available in the 
Society office as will the financial review. The financial review is available on request 
by Society members and will be included in the booklet at the AGM. This meeting is 
open to all members and volunteers. 
  To ensure the vibrancy of the Society and to enable the Society to continue  
delivering our very successful programs, like many organisations, new members and 
volunteers are being sought. So, if you know of anyone whom you think would enjoy 
joining us please encourage them to join the Society or volunteer. The Volunteer    
Coordinator can provide information about joining the Society or volunteering and 
can be contacted any time by e-mail at rebecca@govhousesociety.ca or by phone 306
-787-5363 between 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday to Friday. 
  With spring well established and warmer weather the Edwardian Garden will 
be coming alive again with the tulips in the Netherland Garden being amongst the 
first flowers to bloom. Unfortunately, the tulip display here does not rival that in  
Ottawa but does contribute to the feeling of brighter sunnier days to come. 
 
Adrian Golbey, GHHS President 

Deadline for submission             
to The Society Times       

June 28, 2024 

Adrian Golbey and His Honour Russ 
Mirasty at the Government House   
Volunteer Appreciation Reception. 
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Government House 

   Happy Spring!  Government House is very much looking forward to a busy spring/ 
   summer season!  Firstly, I wanted to thank the GHHS volunteers for making Coffee in the 
   Conservatory another successful season.  With the expanded schedule year, we sold out  
   every sitting and still had wait lists!   
   April 24 – 30 is National Volunteer week. On behalf of the staff of Government  
   House, I would like to express our genuine appreciation and admiration for each of your  
   contributions throughout this past year. We are incredibly thankful for all the time,  
   energy, and passion that the GHHS volunteers put into making Government House a bright 
   light within our community. You are the lifeblood of the House. Our heartfelt thank you to 
   you all!   

      Government House hosted a Volunteer Appreciation Reception on April 18th. Many  
      volunteers attended and enjoyed the reception catered by Indulgence Fine Foods and  

   Catering. Volunteers were offered a special tour of the museum to see their contribution to the artifacts in the museum.  
   We will have two new feature exhibits this summer! The first feature is from the Legacy of Hope Foundation and 
includes two important topics. One is titled,  A National Crime: The Residential School Experience in Canada, this explores the 
creation of the Residential School System, the experiences of the students, its impacts and traumas, and Indigenous-led      
political action, healing, and efforts towards Reconciliation. The other is titled, Where Are The Children? Healing the Legacy of 
the Residential Schools, this spans over 125 years and contains photographs and documents from the 1880s to present day. 
Photographs, text panels and artifacts move the witness through the process of leaving home and arriving at school, to school 
activities and being part of a classroom, a section on the children who never returned home as well as on contemporary role 
models provides a wide range of perspectives. 
   The second feature is Stitches in Time: Stories from the Heritage Collection of the Embroiderer’s Association of  
Canada and the Government House Collection. The exhibition is spread across the Amédée Forget Museum and the  
Interpretive Centre. In the Interpretive Centre, an exhibit room features selections from the Heritage Collection, highlighting 
the wide breadth of embroidery techniques and histories across this rich historical collection. The second half of the exhibit 
unfolds throughout the museum, with various artifacts from both the Heritage Collection and the Government House  
Collection placed in the museum rooms. 
   The end of May will also mean a return to our summer hours – seven days a week, 9 am to 5 pm. We are busy  
planning for both spring and summer so check out our website at governmenthousesk.ca to learn about all the upcoming  
activities, programs, art exhibits that are planned.     
 
Chad Debert, Manager/Exhibits and Collections  

Chad during the Volunteer 
Appreciation Reception 

Exhibits: 

QEII Gallery Space: 
Breaking the Rules: Traditional and Contemporary Still Life by Della Hunter 
March 29 – June 23, 2024 
 
  Featuring beautiful and contemplative paintings and drawings by artist Della 
Hunter, the exhibition showcases Della’s exploration of still life as a subject matter. As 
Della writes “Still life is intimate and personal. These works on display are a mix of 
traditional still life and rule breaking. Breaking the rules for me is to change the angle 
of view, especially a view directly above, to have something unexpected in the scene 
or to take the setting outdoors…Painting is both a pleasure and a struggle. It is never 
easy. On the other hand, I am always learning and discovering new things about art 
and the world. The more I look at something, the more there is to see. The trick is to 
bring that to life on canvas. That is always a translation and a bit of magic when a 
brush stroke is just right. It never gets old!” 

http://www.governmenthousesk.ca/
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From the Lieutenant Governor’s Office (LGO)  
  Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty hosted a very special event on Wednesday evening, March 20th, 2024 at        
Government House. The Regina Mandolin Orchestra performed an entertaining concert of diverse repertoire from the 1920s.  
  Keeping in the spirit of the Roaring 20s, the musicians wore wool caps, bow ties and flapper headbands. Complementing 
the songs of a century ago, black and white photographs were shown throughout the concert depicting life in Regina during 
the era. The Orchestra's M.C. also provided interesting and amusing anecdotes about local mandolin orchestras and mandolin 
music of the 20s and 30s – which was remarkably popular in North America at the time. The concert was followed by a recep-
tion for the musicians and their audience. 
  This event followed a long tradition of musical entertainment in Government House being hosted by Lieutenant Gover-
nors and their spouses. One of the earliest events was a well-attended Christmas Ball in 1883 to celebrate Regina’s first anni-
versary!  
  On September 27th, 1901, at a lavish banquet in honour of the visiting Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York – the 
future King George the Fifth and Queen Mary – with Sir Wilfrid Laurier in attendance, forty-six guests were entertained by a 
Regina orchestra.  
  It has been decades since a Vice-Regal couple has actually lived in the building, but the tradition of hosting wonderful 
musical performances continues. The Government House Historical Society presents annual Dickens Yuletide Choral Concerts, 
and members of the Regina Symphony Orchestra captivate audiences in Government House with their classical concerts each 
year. 

Their Honours Russ & Donna Mirasty with the Regina Mandolin Orchestra  

Mandolin Orchestra MC 

Mandolin Orchestra Concert at Government House 
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Victorian Tea  
The Tea Room is entering the thirty-fourth year of what was expected to be a one-year project. The tea room        

volunteers are very proud of this and justly so. The event owes its success to their dedication and to our wonderful guests, 
some of whom attend tea every month. 
  We are always pleased to welcome new volunteers to our ranks. There is such a diversity of tasks to be done that it is 
fairly easy to find the one that suits you best. Or maybe your two favourites! 
  There are some new and interesting recipes to try this year. Of course, we will not forget the very popular ones from 
last year that kept the kitchen bakers busy on Saturday as it became apparent that what we had thought would last the 
weekend was barely going to make it through Saturday! Emergency trips to the grocery store became the order of the day!   
  As this is written the April tea is almost here. By the time you read this, preparation will already be underway for the 
May tea. The fancy teacups will be unpacked and cup matched to saucer as we celebrate those special persons called 
‘mothers’ in May. 
 
Sheila Carson, Tea Room Coordinator 

Vintage & Collectibles  
  Our opening clearance sale was a great success. Within 15 minutes of opening, we sold 
  three sets of china—followed by two more later in the sale. Recently we’ve had to slow down  
  our intake due to lack of storage space, so we are starting to call donors who have been  
  waiting for us to find new homes for their treasures.   
  We have four new volunteers this year: Janice Ackerman, Elaine Ganshirt, Donna Millard 
  and Dorothy Wagner. They’ve already been through their first sale, and I can tell you they are  
  an impressive group. Stop by and introduce yourself next time you are at Government House  
  for a Tea or Sale. 
  And finally, some sad news. Iris Sirke has retired. Iris has been a mainstay for Vintage &  
  Collectibles for many years now. It was likely her voice you first heard when you phoned to  
  make a donation. We will miss her energy and creativity, but wish her well-deserved  
  relaxation in her new incarnation. 
  At present we are not accepting teacups or silver. We are looking for coloured hand  
  crocheted doilies.  
 

Susan Hogarth, Chair 

Eileen Fisher with the  
dessert trolley 

Catherine White preparing 
the dessert 

Margret Becker, the Greeter  

2024 Tea dates 

  June 1 & 2  July 6 & 7       
  August 10 & 11  September 7 & 8     
  October 5 & 6    November 2 & 3 

       December 7 & 8 by random draw of request  
      forms 

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca  
call 639-571-7123 to make your reservation   
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!  

  Though the past winter was not too harsh, we still desire a warmer spring, so far so good. I 
look forward to a warmer spring in May and June and the transition to summer. 
  The Annual Volunteer Workshop was held on March 12, 2024, with 13 new volunteers in 
attendance (see page 9 for some pictures). Presenters at the workshop included Chad Debert 
from Government House (GH), Robin Lynch, the new GH Assistant Manager, and Carolyn Speirs 
from the Lieutenant Governor’s Office, with GHHS Committee Chairs as presenters during the 
workshop. Volunteers had the opportunity to interact with new and current volunteers while they 
were being prepared for the upcoming year with information about upcoming activities. It was 
also an opportunity for the committee chairs to solicit new volunteers for their committees.    
Adrian Golbey brought remarks and also read a brief history of the Society as written by Sheila 
Carson. 
  Government House has been posting information about volunteering on their social media 
to attract more volunteers. As I continue to get dedicated volunteers to help in this area, I hope 
that all GHHS volunteers will share posts on Facebook and Instagram.  
  The Victorian Tea 2024 season started in April with all units of the tea fully prepared. The 
kitchen, the set-up crew, Vintage & Collectibles, and the ballroom volunteers were all prepared in various ways. The success 
achieved was due to your commitment as GHHS volunteers and your willingness to do extra to ensure that guests of the tea 
enjoy the time also in browsing the unique items at the vintage sale and leaving with an item or two that they knew they 
might not be able to purchase elsewhere for the same price. Thank you!  
  I still get this question sometimes about why a volunteer did not get an invitation to attend the appreciation tea or the 
Government House reception for volunteers. I realized that the invitation was shared with other volunteers without my 
knowledge, and I thought I would address some of the reasons a co-volunteer might not get an invitation, which could       
include the following: 
  - did not work up to the 10 volunteer hours required to attend such an event in the previous year 
  - the email went to junk  
  - or an oversight on my part 
Due to not knowing what the reason could be, such a situation should be referred back to me.  
  Some volunteers have not given me their hours for tasks completed outside of GH. I will urge such volunteers to please 
email me the hours as soon as possible. The Volunteer Recognition Committee needs the hours to commence their planning 
for the volunteer appreciation tea.    
  It is not an exaggeration to say thank you many times for your commitment as GHHS volunteers. Please, call, text, or 
email me if questions or concerns. I am always glad to talk to you.  
 
 Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator 

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless.   
Sherry Anderson  

    Welcome! 
New Members and Volunteers 

  

MV =  Member & Volunteer  V = Volunteer 

Veronica Bosche  MV 
Margaret Dagenais  MV 
Penny Forrest  V 
Elaine Ganshirt  V 
Nafiz Haider  V 
Danay Lott  V 
Dan McKay  V 

Donna Millard  V 
Jenny Nguyen  V 
Carrie Penner  V 
Fran Shaw  MV 
Sandra Timm  V 
Dorothy Wagner  V 
Charmaine Wilkes  V 
Donna Wilson  V 

Bonnie Racz & Rebecca 
Otitoju at the workshop. 
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Pictures from GH Volunteer Appreciation Reception 

Volunteer Recognition Committee  
  It is the time of the year when we have the opportunity to nominate fellow volunteers for awards. The nomination 
forms for the Marge Ewart Betty Westmoreland and Volunteer Recognition awards will be available on the website by early 
May with a closing date to submit nominations for the end of May. If you nominate a volunteer who did not get picked last 
year, email me to have the form added to the list. Please mark your calendar for the next Volunteer Recognition Tea booked 
for Sunday, August 25, 2024. 
  The annual volunteer appreciation reception by Government House was held on April 18th. See more information on 
page 8. 
  
 Rebecca Otitoju, Chair 

Lifecycle Project 

 On March 10 the Board met to evaluate the progress of the Lifecycles project as 
we transition from phase to phase.  
    We collated our successes, our challenges, what we learned about our           
organization, what our future needs might be and what the Lifecycles project has  
contributed thus far to the betterment of  GHHS. 
  We had determined to work on the Governance leg of the metaphoric table, 
and to that end, we have and are continuing to delve into our policies and bylaws in 
accompaniment with exploring the changes to the Saskatchewan Not for Profit      
Corporation Act 2022. In addition, we have made other administrative changes.  
  One of the many successes cited was that we established the Terms of  
Reference for committees. We recognize the need for better communication both 
internally and externally and are taking steps to improve.  
  Our cadre of volunteers, which includes Board members, is the lifeblood of 
our organization. As committed and engaged in their respective volunteer roles so is 
the Board equally engaged in their dedication to building upon GHHS' strengths    
facing future challenges as we continue to move forward. 
    We are fortunate to have a positive relationship with GH as we promote,  
preserve and enhance GH. 
  We welcome your input as we progress, working together to build a better 
organization 
 
Jeanne Alexander  
Not for Profit Lifecycles Capacity Building Project    

Sheila Carson, Adrian Golbey & 
Gwen Dueck, Lifecycle Project 
Facilitator 

Lorna Bingaman & Jeanne Alexander 
Lifecycles Capacity Building Project 
Committee    

Janet Garratt, Theresa Karkut 
& Catherine White  

Sharon Gudereit & Shea Poncsak  Gareth Evans & Elizabeth 
Hill registering volunteers.  
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Upcoming Events  

GH Historical Society 
Volunteer Appreciation Tea 

Booked for Sunday August 25, 2024  
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
of the  

Government House Historical Society  
will be held  

On 
Monday, May 22, 2024 at 7:00 pm 

AGM report online at 
www.govhousesociety.ca 

Check your email for access code or call 
the office. 

Government House Victoria Day 
Monday May 20, 2024 

 
A family event worth attending  

 
Call 306-787-0347 or visit https://

governmenthousesk.ca/events/victoria-day-
celebration for details 

On-Line Market! 

Please check us out often on our   
on-line market, where you can purchase 
our new cookbook and Victorian Tea 
blend. Find the site at:  
https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/  
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Mr. Jim Lemaigre the   
Legislative Secretary for 
Government Relations. 

Volunteer Appreciation Reception                                                                                                                         
   On April 18th, the Provincial Capital Commission held a  thank you reception to appreciate the GHHS volunteers for 
all their commitment. Government House Manager, Chad Debert, MC at the event, welcomed everyone to the reception and 
introduced the guests.  
  Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty attended the GHHS Appreciation Tea on April 18th. During the Lieutenant       
Governor’s remarks, he expressed his admiration for the valuable work of the Society. His Honour particularly thanked the 
members who volunteered at his Canada Day Celebrations, both outdoors as well as indoors, at the popular Vintage and      
Collectibles Sale. He also mentioned how much he and his family enjoy the annual Christmas Tea. Lt. Governor Mirasty         
commented that we are all able to enjoy Government House today thanks to the efforts of people like the late Jean Freeman, 
and others, who saw the potential in this historic building. It is a legacy of which all GHHS volunteers can be very proud. 
  Also in attendance was Mr. Jim Lemaigre the Legislative Secretary for Government Relations, MLA for Athabaska Region, 
and proud member of Clearwater River Dene Nation, as well as Jenna Schroeder PCC Chief Executive Officer. They commended 
the GHHS volunteers for their wonderful work and commitment to preserving Government House. 
  In closing, Chad expressed that the staff at Government House genuinely appreciate and admire all of the volunteers for 
their contributions and how the society made what they do at Government House possible. The volunteers in attendance each 
received a token of appreciation and delicious hors d'oeuvres served by Indulgence Fine Foods and Caterers. Volunteers were 
informed of a special tour of the museum to see and learn about enhancements that their efforts made possible.  
  
 
Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor 

Jenna Schroeder PCC  
Chief Executive Officer.  

His Honour Russ Mirasty 
at the Appreciation  
Reception.  

Her Honour Donna Mirasty, 
Teresa Harris, Anna Janikova 
& Lucja Sycko. 

GHHS volunteers at  
the Government House  
Appreciation Reception. 

GHHS volunteers at the Government 
House Appreciation Reception. 
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5 Karen Hamilton, Chair of Jocko;s Friends Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because you want to, in a cause you consider good 
Ivan Scheier 

1 

  Some of GHHS new volunteers at the March 12, 2024 workshop and at other events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Danay Lott Carrie Penner Elaine Ganshirt Nafiz Haider 
Sandra Timm 

Donna Millard Donna Wilson Dan McKay Charmaine Wilkes Dorothy Wagner 

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: March 12, 2024 Workshop  

Top Left: Elaine Ganshirt and 
Susan Hogarth. 
 
Bottom Left: Chad Debert 
and Dale Richter 
 
Middle: Carolyn Speirs 
 
Bottom Right: Elaine Giroux-
Sylvestre and Doreen Patel  
 
Top Right: Volunteers at the 
workshop 
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 Information update 

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
 

       Like us on  
www.facebook.com/Government-House-Historical-
Society-137117816301443/ 

 
 Follow us on 

www.instagram.com/govhousesociety/   

 
PHONE: 

306-787-5363 
 

FAX: 
306-787-5714 

 
E-MAIL: 

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 
 

Newsletter Committee and Editorial 
Team: 

Gail Bradley  
Rebecca Otitoju 

Gayle White 
 

Information Update: 
Please call: 306-787-5363  

Email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with the new information 

 
Photo credits and resources: 
Ann Grahame, Elizabeth Hill 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor 
Gayle White 

Toshiba Business Solutions (Copier) 
 

 
 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 

Newsletter Committee 

Perfect gift for Mother’s Day and other special occasions.  
Visit our Online Market to order your copy:  

https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/  

  Thank you to our Chairs, for sending in their re-
ports on time. We are all back in the swing of things 
with the Society, and it has been so pleasant to see the 
familiar faces of people we volunteer with again. 
  Please remember that if you are scrolling 
through Facebook or Instagram, if you see a post 
about the Historical Society (posted by GH), it will help 
spread our media message if you Like and Share those 
posts! Rebecca mentioned that in her Volunteer        
Coordinator post as well. We are eager to see more 
publicity on social media for GHHS. 
 
Gayle White, for all our Co-editors 

Volunteers at the 2024 workshop 

Marge Ewart Betty                     
Westmoreland Award and  

Volunteer Recognition Award 
 nomination forms now available 
on the website or pick up a form 
in the office. Deadline to submit 

nomination is May 31, 2023  

https://www.facebook.com/Government-House-Historical-Society-137117816301443/
https://www.facebook.com/Government-House-Historical-Society-137117816301443/

