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ing Board members are Veronica Bosche, Margaret Dagenais, Magi McFadden, Bob
Milton and Robert Thompson. | welcome them and look forward to their contribu-
tions to the Board and Society.
| attended the Canada Day Celebrations at Government House hosted by
His Honour the Lieutenant Governor and Her Honour. It made quite a change for me
Important Notice: To receive to participate as a ‘guest’ at a Government House event, rather than as a volunteer
a paper copy of newsletter at a Society sponsored event. Apparently, | was one of an estimated 5,000 people
sent by mail, there will be attending of which about 2,500 actually visited the House itself.
an annual charge of $10.00 Summer is here and hopefully we will manage to get a few days without

rain, thunderstorms or high winds to mar this season. Although most people only
think of visiting the House, the Edwardian Gardens are coming into bloom, and are
well served by seats for anyone wanting to spend a quiet time in a peaceful sur-
rounding. The rhubarb used in the Victorian Teas is frequently picked from the

Our mission is to preserve, kitchen garden, to the west of the House, so its freshness can be guaranteed.

promote, and enhance
Government House as a

. . ; Adrian Golbey, President
public heritage site.
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Government House

Happy Summer! Government House will be a bustling hive of activity as usual this summer season!

We have a great crew of Visitor Experience Hosts (VEH) working for us this year. They are always eager to share their
knowledge and have fun with everyone they tour. | strongly encourage all the Historical Society volunteers to experience
one or more of the costumed tours that are on offer hourly every day. There are several different period characters that
have been developed so each new tour is from a slightly different perspective. | know all the volunteers work very hard and
spend a lot of time here but trust me, an extra hour for one of these tours is worth it! Come and visit Jacob Sawatzky,
Kaydence Banga, Sarah Schuweiler-Frizzel, Hope Van Vilet, or Kendra Burry.

The summer events return, so these are yet another way to engage with our beautiful property.
Not Who but Watt is back July 13 at 10:30 am — 12:00 pm, and August 17 at 1:30 — 3:00 pm.

Yoga in the Gardens Sundays July 7, 14, 28 and August 4, 11, 18 always from 9:00 am — 10:00 pm

Of course, there is a great new art show and two super informative feature exhibits for the

summer, and they are featured here in the newsletter.
Have a fantastic summer!

Chad Debert, Manager, Government House
Provincial Capital Commission

Exhibits:
Legacy of Hope Foundation travelling exhibits. May 7 - September 30, 2024

This exhibition features two parts; A National Crime: The Residential School Experience in
Canada and Where Are the Children? Healing the Legacy of the Residential Schools.

The A National Crime exhibit explores the creation of the Residential School System, the
experience of the students and its impacts and traumas and the Indigenous-led political
action, healing, and efforts towards Reconciliation.

The Where Are The Children exhibit spans over 125 years and contains photographs and
documents from the 1880s to today. This exhibit will move you through the process of leaving home
and arriving at school, to school activities and being part of a classroom.

Stitches in Time: Stories from the Heritage Collection of the Embroiderer’s Association
of Canada and the Government House Collection. May 16 — October 6, 2024 =
A work of embroidery holds a surprising number of intricate stories about a particular time and 2

place in its stitches. The exhibition Stitches in Time: Stories from the Heritage Collection of the MEIESSAER

Embroiderer’s Association of Canada and the Government House Collection weaves together 1900 Wedding Dress, one of
It b tv standards. indust hv. technol d the displays of the Stitches in

culture, beauty standards, industry, geography, technology, and more. Time exhibits in Government

House until October 6

Creative Synergy. June 28 - September 22, 2024

This collaborative exhibition, featuring original works by the ten member artists of the Artists’ Workshop, celebrates
the power of ‘Creative Synergy’ in artmaking.

You'll find works featuring a wide range of subjects, created in a variety of media including: oils, acrylics,
watercolours, graphite, ink, mixed media, and batik.

Diversity in expression is one of the hallmarks of the Artists’ Workshop group which has operated in Saskatoon for
over 30 years.
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From the Office of The Lieutenant Governor
Canada Day Celebration

Despite the threats of a storm, we enjoyed a lovely mild afternoon at Government House with no rain for the
Lieutenant Governor’s Canada Day Celebration. The crowds were huge with plenty of smiles all around. July 1st, 2024
marked the third time Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty hosted this major event with fun for all ages.

The lively entertainment on the main stage featured performances by The Western Senators with special guest
Walter Ostanek, The Polka King as well as the Boomtown Community Drum Collective, Qu’Appelle Valley Dancers with
award-winning Métis fiddler Brian Sklar, and Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet Ensemble. Lieutenant Governor Russ Mirasty
brought greetings from The King before the singing of O Canada.

Around the grounds, several fan favourites were back including KAOS Dogsports and the Storybook Princesses
and Superheroes. The length of the line-ups proving their popularity! We were pleased to also offer face painting, and the
Bouncy Castle run by personnel from HMCS Queen.

Inside Government House members of the Regina Classical Guitar Society played for visitors touring the House.
As always, the GHHS Vintage & Collectibles Sale was a big hit. Huge pat on the back to all the volunteers who assisted the
various indoor and outdoor activities.

Their Honours and their guests had a very happy Canada Day. We hope to see everyone back next year!

. : Their Honours Russ & Donna Mirasty posed with the
Their Honours took in the entertainment Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet Ensemble. Yevshan

and greeted numerous guests on the thrilled the audience with their colourful costumes,
grounds of Government House. artistry and athleticism.

. e PRIt -
The Qu’Appelle Valley Dancers energized the LBET Dk e
crowd with their Métis jigging. KAOS Dogsports entertained large crowds on Canada Day.
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

The summer so far has been different. This sounds similar to what we had last winter. My knowledge of certain
expressions increased by this one phrase | heard over and over again — ‘winter kill’. One morning after the snow all melted,
my front lawn was entirely brown. My husband and | wondered what happened. We’ve never seen anything like it. Upon
asking, we were informed that the type of winter we had damaged some plants and lawns, due to lack of enough snow to
cover the roots, coupled with the frequent melting. | enjoyed the milder winter, but didn’t enjoy having to rip out the dead
grass and replace it. Am | complaining? It sounds so, but | will take what | described above as spring and summer rather than
minus 40 degrees. So, | hope we all enjoy each day as it comes and see it as a gift, remembering to send our good will to
those that are faced with devastating experiences due to hurricanes and other natural disasters.

Let’s get to GHHS business. As in the previous years, more volunteers are travelling. which could cause some shortage
of volunteers for events. However, we are also experiencing more people wanting to volunteer. Some have started volunteer-
ing in their areas of interest. | am always thankful for the dedication | see with all volunteers and their willingness to pick up
some extra work to ensure we get the job done.

For 2023, | have recorded total volunteer hours that show that we have caught up and even exceeded the total hours
before the pandemic. So far, | still have few volunteers who did not submit their extra hours from 2023. The total hours that
GHHS volunteers worked was 8,600 in 2023, compared to 6,200 recorded in 2022 and 7,800 recorded for 2019. This is a huge
turn around, considering the effect of the pandemic.

Having worked so hard, GHHS volunteers deserve a ‘thank you’. Please mark your calendar and reserve Sunday
August 25, 2024 from 1.30 pm for the Appreciation Tea for all volunteers who worked at least 10 hours in 2023. | will send
out an invitation and | hope to see you all there. Watch out for the invite and please RSVP as soon as possible to help with
planning.

Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC) has started working on the event. We welcome Jacque Wight as a new com-
mittee member and Magi McFadden as a board appointee to the committee. Thank you to both of you for joining us. We, the
committee, look forward to working with you and are open to new ideas. Lorna Bingaman was the previous board appointee.
Thank you, Lorna, for representing VRC and for continuing as a committee member.

Thank you to all GHHS volunteers for your commitment to the mission of the Society.

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator & Chair, VRC

Rt b i i ]

Welcomel Happy Birthday ¢

New Members and Volunteers : :
Tania Olefirenko V § August September October E
Tetiana Oryshchyshena V \ Gail Biletski Sheila Henderson Teresa Harris ¢
Vira Dopta V * Debbie Boczulak Van (Ane) Nguyen Leona Howe E

Anuja Edison V § Margret Becker Doreen Patel Theresa Karkut ;

Parly Roy V * Wendy Breit Jessica Ritco JoAnn Lupastin E

Kavey Mack V § Angeline Craig Virginia Selby Dianne Mullan ;

Lisa McCormick V * Shirley Gerlock Judy Taylor Natalie Ostryzniuk E

Hari Sivasundaram V : Lorie Larkins Marcia Williams Joy Routledge :
Margarita Efienemokwu V ¢ Alissa Liu Noel Taylor :
Pat King V § Anna Janikova Jennifer Thompson E

Jaclyn Hernandez V § Marichelle Manguiat Gayle White :
Marcia Williams V § Pat McLaughlin Jacqueline Wight E
Dianne Mullan V . Jeff Radford-Grant :

Bob Milton MV ¥ Iris Sirke :
Sylvie Le Anh LePhuong V § Catherine White E
Chibuzor Ikeh V :

MV = Member & Volunteer V = Volunteer §ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁg

Yolunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because theyre priceless
Sherry Anderson
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Victorian Tea Room

By the time you read this the July tea will have come and gone!

We are already testing ideas and recipes for the Christmas tea. It seems so far away but it will be upon us before we
realize it.

We have implemented a new policy with regard to reservations for the teas. Unfortunately, we experienced people
making reservations then not showing up for the tea. We of course had turned away potential guests because we were
fully booked. Preparation of food was based on the number of guests we thought were attending. We lost both money and
possible guests who were perhaps discouraged from making a future booking lest there be no space left again. In July we
required a $10.00 deposit per person included in a reservation. This would be refundable only until noon on the Wednesday
of a tea weekend if a cancellation was made. Several people asked why we were doing this and we told the absolute truth
about many ‘no shows’ and the cost in terms of money spent on food and the disappointment of those who attempted to
make a reservation but could not. Only one person, who was wishing to book a table for four on both days of the tea,
declined to pay the $80.00 deposit until she had consulted her friends. We never heard from her again. Everyone else
thought we were more than justified in our decision and had no problem with paying the deposit. The deposit is, of course,
applied to their final bill. The number of guests for July was what we expected it to be, not reduced as might have been the
case if people did not understand or agree with our new requirement.

Sheila Carson, Coordinator

) 2024 Tea dates
Christmas Tea Ballot Form

Available from
September 1, 2024 to October 1, 2024
Forms will be available to print or submit on
our website www.govhousesociety.ca
Or
Pick up a form at Government House

September 7 & 8, October 5 & 6
November2 & 3

December 7 & 8 by random draw of request

forms

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca
OR call 639-571-7123 to make your reservation

Vintage & Collectibles were busy on Canada Day!

3

Their Honours enjoyed viiting with GHHS
volunteers at the Vintage & Collectibles sale
on Canada Day.

Top Left: Guests browsing at
the sales items in Sir Richard
Lake Hall.

Right bottom: Susan Hogarth
and Elaine Miller in red shirt at
the Vintage & Collectibles sale.
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Upcoming Events

Volunteers at 2023 appreciation tea.
2024 tea is on Sunday August 25, 2024
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

All GHHS volunteers who worked at least
10 hours in 2023 are invited to attend.
RSVP to rebecca@govhousesociety.ca or
by calling 306-787-5363 and leaving a
message.

Christmas Tea Request Form
Available from
September 1, 2024 to October 1, 2024
Through our website www.govhousesociety.ca
Or
Pick up a form at Government House

The Society Times

Annual Members Meet the LG

The Members Meet the LG Event will be held
on Saturday 28" September 2pm to 4 pm.
Come out to enjoy an informal “Cake and
Coffee” afternoon, similar to the pie social of
the last two Meet the LG events. See you
there!

Dickens Yuletide Singers
Celebrating 22 Years at
Government House

Saturday December 14", 2024
Sunday December 15", 2024

Reserve tickets will be available on
Thursday, October 24™
by calling (306) 537-0523 or (306) 570-2826
Limit 6 tickets per person

On-Line Market!
Please check us out often on our on-line
market, https://govhousesociety.ca/
shop/ where you can purchase our new
cookbook and Victorian Tea blend.
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Update on Not-For-Profit Lifecycles Capacity Building Project
To recap, the Historical Society has spent eighteen months learning from the
N e ~ Lifecycles Capacity Building Project, funded by SaskCulture. The Board spent last
Y \ ' E summer developing a strategic plan for our Society. The plan was based on the
= \ 1 vt G P, information gathered from the surveys in which all Society members were invited
& B B ' to participate. This Plan spans five years from Nov. 2022 to November 2027. We
= . m ¥ . . . .
= s _‘} _ hope to see many outcomes during this last stage of the process. This stage is
R\ e d:F = ~ adapting, improving, and learning as we move forward.
Lorna Bingaman, Gayle White and Jeanne So, what has changed from the Board perspective in both tangible and
Alexander at the board orientation. intangible ways? The Board was working together in a more collegial manner,
being more supportive and mindful of one another’s worth. All of the Board mem-
bers were better educated on the factors that underlie a strong organization. Unfortunately, five of those members retired,
and we now have welcomed five brand new Board members. So, the education shall continue.

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our organization; please be reminded that Board members, too, are volunteers. The
Board retains its status as a hybrid board; that means that we are partially a Governance Board but we are also a working
Board and as such are involved in various committees.

Governance Committee: This committee had previously been called Policies and Bylaws; this is now wider ranging and
may affect all aspects of the Society. A template for Terms of Reference was provided to all committees, and every
committee has now completed them.

Auditor: The Vice-President was asked to be the Auditor for the Society; the position is to be an advisor to the
treasurer and provide another pair of eyes on the purse strings of the organization.

Ethics Committee: This was established, and last fall produced a revised Volunteer’s Code of Conduct, which all
volunteers signed in March. The committee recently developed an Oath of Office and a Code of Conduct for all Directors
(Board members) which has just been implemented.

Board Orientation Manual: A long overdue new Board Manual has been developed as a living document, and it is also
available in the office to volunteers and members.

Board Orientation Session: This new event was held on June 12, which led both new and current Board members
through the Board Manual, provided them with some areas of interest, and gave them the opportunity to ask questions.
Presenters were Lorna Bingaman, Chad Debert and Rebecca Otitoju. Adrian Golbey gave new Directors a tour of the House
and new wing.

Communication: Better communication between the Board and the committees was one of the big survey requests.
As an important part of improving Communication, a meeting with Committee Chairs and the Board of Directors is slated in
the near future. Transparency is important to the Board, and we approved a motion that all meeting minutes would be
placed in a labelled binder after each board meeting, by the Board Secretary, and placed in Rebecca’s office, so members and
volunteers could access them.

Let us remind you, that should you have a suggestion regarding new events or about present committees, or any
concerns, to bring them to the Board by sending a letter, or notify your intent to attend a meeting. We know that our
volunteers are remarkable and dedicated to the GH Historical Society. We want to hear what you have to say.

Jeanne Alexander; Lifecycles Spearhead, Orientation Project Chair.

N

Bob Milton, Robert Thompson, Adrian

Ib tandi d Chad Debert at
Dagenais at the board orientation. ﬁ:; b?;g g:‘ie:}cg{iga. Chad Debert a
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GHHS Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Welcome, New Board Members

It is a somewhat unusual time to be hearing from the nominating committee but we have five new Board members,
three returning and three departing Board members to acknowledge and thank.

Welcome to Veronica Bosch, Margaret Dagenais, Magi McFadden, Bob Milton and Robert Thompson all of whom were
elected to the Board for the first time at our May 22, 2024 annual general meeting.

Jeanne Alexander, Adrian Golbey and Gayle White each allowed their name to stand for re-election to the Board for a
two-year term. All were re-elected.

We say thank you and good bye to six Board members who have decided to move on. Thanks to Elayne Bennett-Fox,
Lorna Bingaman, Lyn Goldman, Daniel Hunt, Sheila Carson and Shea Poncsak for their time served on the Board.

Sheila Carson, Chair, Nominating Committee GHHS Board of Directors

2024 - 2025
- President: Adrian Golbey
5:&* Vice-President: Shirley Paterson
B Secretary: Veronica Bosche
Treasurer: Bob Milton

Directors-at-Large (in alphabetical order)

Jeanne Alexander Margaret Dagenais
Magi McFadden Robert Thompson
Gayle White

Goodbye to:

Lorna Bingaman, Sheila Carson, Lyn Goldman,
Daniel Hunt, Elayne Bennett Fox and Shea

L-R (back row): Margaret Dagenais, Veronica Bosche H :

Bob Milton, Gayle White, and Jeanne Alexander Poncsak. Thank you for your contribution

L-R (front row): Magi McFadden, Adrian Golbey, Shirley during your tenure on the Board. It was good to
Paterson, and Elayne Bennett Fox, who later resigned .

from the board. have worked with you.

Veronica Bosch

Veronica Bosche is a first generation Canadian, born and raised in Regina. She graduated from
Central Collegiate in Regina. She then attended the University of Regina working on a Bachelor of
Administration degree, where she discovered working and getting paid was more fun than paying to go
to school.

Veronica retired in June of 2020 after thirty-two years with Farm Credit Canada. She held a
variety of positions including Privacy and Access to Information Officer, Complaints Officer, and Senior
Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer.

During her tenure at Farm Credit Canada she was responsible for budgets, annual reports and
addressing complaints made directly to Farm Credit or through the Minister’s office. She also became involved in knitting
hats for preemies and baby blankets donated to the General Hospital. A past time that continued during Covid and
continues today.

Since retirement she has volunteered with the Salvation Army Grace Hospice visiting terminally ill patients. Her
interest in sports is evident as she has volunteered at Grey Cup, local baseball tournaments, the summer games and the
2010 World Hockey Juniors. She has been volunteering with the Government House Historical Society with Vintage &
Collectibles and in the kitchen with the Victorian teas.
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GHHS Annual General Meeting (AGM) Cont’d

Margaret Dagenais

Margaret has had an interesting career of learning, teaching here and abroad as well as volunteer
activities in her community. Following is a snapshot of some of Margaret’s endeavors. She spent her
early years in Lacombe, Alberta and studied science and technology at university. Her life journey took
her in a number of directions including a time teaching and volunteering with children in Burkina Faso.
Returning, with her family to Canada 2 years later, she was employed by Saskatchewan Polytechnic,
working as an educational consultant on international issues. This led to work experiences in a number
of countries advising faculty and institutional leaders on policies and procedures.

Margaret served as a Board member with the University of Regina Alumni Association and the U of R Senate. At the
conclusion of this period of her life, an opportunity with a Saskatchewan Community College arose to teach a program to
orient women to careers in technology. This later led her to the Bridging Program for Women. Margaret’s career continued in
many roles in post-secondary education until her retirement in 2019.

Margaret’s volunteer activities in her own community are numerous and varied including time with the Sask. Roughrid-
ers, the Regina Red Sox, Darke Hall, Run Regina and GHHS.

Margaret McFadden (Magi)

Magi McFadden’s educational accomplishments are most impressive. She obtained a
diploma in nursing from SIAST in 1975; a Bachelor of Education from the University of Regina in 1980
and her Masters of Education from the University of Regina in 1990.

She has had extensive teaching experience throughout the province in such diverse locations as
the Northern Lights School Division, Kindersley and Foam Lake.

Magi is currently a member of the Royal Canadian College of Organists -Regina as well. As the
Saskatchewan Reading Council ,the Literary Educators’ Network of Saskatchewan, the Saskatchewan
teachers Federation and the Kewetin Nene Reading Council.

She volunteers with GHHS, the Senior University Group, the Regina Food Bank and the Regina
Senior Citizens center to name a few.

She has many professional publications to her credit, many focusing on the value and encouragement of reading.

Bob Milton

Bob Milton is a retired accountant. He was a partner in Deloitte & Touche, practiced as a sole
practitioner for a number of years and retired as Chief Financial Officer for Co-operative Hail Insurance
Company Limited. As a result of his experience as an accountant he is familiar with computers and
compiling and completing reports.

Bob has served on several Boards including the Regina Rams Football Club, Prairie Football Junior
Conference, Saskatchewan Institute of Chartered Accountants, Canadian Institute of Chartered >} .
Accountants Examination Board, the YMCA, Westhill Baptist Church and Wascana Estates Condominium [l :
Association.

His background in accounting and business will be of great benefit to the Board of GHHS.

Robert Thompson

: Born in Nova Scotia, Robert S. Thompson is a self-motivated individual with above average
communication skills. He has the ability to work alone or in a team setting. Robert is aware of the
importance of following directives and how those directives make the team function efficiently.
Robert has a great working knowledge of most software, the usage of computers, data transferring
mediums and wireless networking. Robert has served several communities across Canada as pastor and
does so currently in Regina. Each community has given him the opportunity to serve on boards in many
capacities. He has been a volunteer and occasionally a ‘card carrying’ member of the GHHS which has
allowed him the chance to become familiar with the Society. Even though Robert has extensive experi-
ence working with boards, you are most likely to have encountered him from behind a camera...which is currently his hobby of
choice.

Robert and his wife Carolyn have been married for thirty-five years. They have four adult children and three

grandchildren.
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Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca

Like us on

www.facebook.com/ Government-
House-Historical-Society-137117816301443/

Follow us on @

www.instagram.com/govhousesociety/

PHONE:
306-787-5363

FAX:
306-787-5714

E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and Editorial
Team:
Gail Bradley
Ann Grahame - GTKY
Rebecca Otitoju
Gayle White

Information Update:
Please call: 306-787-5363
Email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with the new information

Photo credits and resources:
Ann Grahame
Jaclyn Hernandez, Elizabeth Hill,
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Robert Thompson, Gayle White

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
September 27, 2024

Alone we can do so little;

Together we can do so much

- Helen Keller
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Editor’'s Message

The last 3 months have been very busy for the Historical Society.

In May, the Board held the AGM, with the election of 5 new board
members, and re-election of 5 others. Then the Board held an Orientation
Sessijon in July for the 5 new members. And of course, Board meetings occur
every month, even in the summer.

The Kitchen Committee is kept busy purchasing supplies, baking, and
preparing for the Teas. The V&C committee is kept busy going out to collect
new donations and then pricing them in advance of the Sales. Then the V&C
had their Big Sale at the July 1% celebrations. And the monthly Victorian Tea
and the V&C Sale were 5 days later.

The Newsletter Committee has been busy collecting reports and
photographs, and preparing to publish this edition of the Society Times and
Getting to Know You.

The Volunteer Appreciation Committee has been busy working behind
the scenes planning the August Volunteer Appreciation Tea.

The Society may appear like geese and ducks gliding serenely across
the lake, but out of sight and underneath there is much action going on!

Gayle White, Co-Editor L

2024-2025 Board Meeting Dates
Meeting Dates 2024  Reports Due

August 19 August 12

September 16 September 9

October 21 October 14 el P~

November 18 November 11 COOR Eisas

December 16 December 9 B O‘ O R

Meeting Dates 2025 Reports Due

January 20 January 13

February 18 (Tuesday) February 10 b o LT :

Mar_ch 17 Mar.ch 10 Perfect gift for Mother’s Day

April 21 April 14 . .

May 19 May 12 an.cl.other spe.ual occasions.
Visit our Online Market to

AGM 2025

order your copy: https://

Watch for date in next newsletter govhousesociety.ca/shop/
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