CONTENTS

President’s Message 1
Message from Government
House 2
From The Lieutenant Governor’s
Office 3

GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s
Invaluable Asset!, Happy
Birthday, Important Notice -
Volunteer Hours 4

Victorian Tea Room 5

Upcoming Events & Announcements
(Dickens Singers, Christmas
Decorating, Old-fashioned

Victorian Christmas) 6
Volunteer Recognition Committee

Award recipients 7-8
Vintage & Collectibles 9
Nominating Committee 10
Editors Message 10

GETTING TO KNOW YOU (GTKY)

Important Notice:
To receive a paper copy of
newsletter sent by mail, there
will be an annual charge of
$10.00.

Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.
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President’s Message

The late summer is a quiet time for
Society activities with the Victorian Tea and
Vintage and Collectible sales continuing on
the first weekend of each month. Two
special events were held, the Volunteer
Recognition Tea and the Members’ Meet the
Lieutenant Governor reception.

The Volunteer Recognition Tea was
held in the ballroom on August 25. This
annual event recognises the contribution,
through time, that volunteers dedicate to
the Society. The Volunteer Recognition
Committee determines the recipients for the
two main awards, the Volunteer Recognition
Award and Marge Ewart and Betty West-
moreland Service Award (MEBW). So, | as
President, only know of the recipients after
the selection has been made. What | find
interesting is that the MEBW award this
and last year has been made to two people
who both volunteer ‘behind the scenes’.
| believe their selection demonstrates that all
volunteers are a valuable asset wherever they volunteer, visible or not.

The Members’ Meet the Lieutenant Governor reception was held on
September 28. This reception, which is a privilege of membership in the Society,
enables members to meet our Honourary Patron in an informal setting. This year
the menu changed from a pie and coffee to a cake and coffee social with seven
cakes, including two gluten free, being offered. Judging by how little remained
after the 42 attendees left, the cakes were obviously enjoyed, and no doubt
several members left suitably satiated.

| attended my first Victorian Tea as a guest in August. My previous
involvement has been as a periodic helper in the kitchen, servery and as cashier.
From my experience, as a guest, | see how the Tea has attracted a number of dedi-
cated attendees — tea in historic surroundings, food prepared from scratch in the
House kitchen and at a modest price. Where else in Regina, or even the Province,
can all three attributes be achieved together?

As we move from summer to fall and winter the activities for the Society
Government House increase towards the year end. The main Society events are
the Dickens Concerts and the Christmas Tea. The Dickens Concerts will be held on

Adrian Golbey congratulating
Kevin Gooding, the recipient of
the highest award.

(Continued on page 5)
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Government House

Happy Fall All! Let me start by telling you a bit about the current art show which
will be up until January 12, 2024. Remembering the Past, Imagining the Future features
the Prairie Piecemakers Quilters’ Guild and Connected Threads Network Inc. The quilts in
this Exhibit have been made by or contributed by members of these two wonderful
groups. The Exhibit has quilts from 1917 to the present. There are hand-quilted,
hand-stitched, machine-quilted and machine-pieced examples.

By the time you read this most of Halloween may already be fading back into the
night. Know that we did our best to share all of Government House’s spooky tales over
several events. That leads me into the splendor that is Christmas! At time of writing our
Christmas programming is filling fast as expected. There will be one class after another
starting November 18 right through to December 20 and into the new year.

Decorating the house for the season is always a great experience. Be sure to reach
out to Rebecca if you are interested in helping. To make sure everyone gets lunch, for
decorating we will need to know the number of people by November 9, for undecorating
we will need to know by January 10.

e Decorating Day is Wednesday, November 13, 9:00 am — 4:00 pm

e Un-decorating Day is Tuesday, January 14, 9:00 am —4:00 pm

Old Fashioned Victorian Christmas returns Friday, November 29 at 5:30 pm — 8:00
pm. If you’d like to help during this event, please let Rebecca know by November 15.
There are many areas that need assistance, and we need a bit of time to organize a schedule. It is always a great event, with
horse-drawn wagon rides, caroling, hot chocolate & cookies, and special visitors from the North Pole, not to mention all the
visitors.

| said it last year at this time and nothing catastrophic occurred, so | think I'm safe to say again -Happy, fast
approaching, holiday season!

Chad at the Tricks & Treats event

Chad Debert, Manager
Government House, Provincial Capital Commission

Exhibits: September 27, 2024 - January 12, 2025

Remembering the Past, Imagining the Future
Prairie Piecemakers Quilters' Guild and Connected
Threads Network Inc.

The quilts in this Exhibit have been made by, or
contributed by, members of the Prairie Piecemakers
Quilters' Guild and Connected Threads Network Inc.
(formerly Connecting Threads).

The Exhibit showcases quilts from 1917 to the
present with examples of hand quilted, hand
stitched, machine quilted and machine pieced works.

Join us in celebrating our local quilters in the Queen
Elizabeth Il Gallery at Government House.

HI-Heel Bouquet

Lest We Forget Darlene Germaine

Sherrill-Ann Taylor

: : : Machine appliqued, hand
Machine appliqued, machine .
quilted. Circa 2010. quilted. 1998
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From The Lieutenant Governor’s Office

On Wednesday, September 25th, 2024 at 1:00 p.m., under clear blue skies, Their Honours hosted an event beside
the Saskatchewan Residential School Memorial to welcome home new artwork created for the Lieutenant Governor’s
teepee. It was an amazing autumn day with temperatures soaring to 32 Celsius for the celebration of the artwork painted
by Saskatchewan students.

The ceremony celebrating the art included performances by pow wow dancers and the Payepot School drummers
and singers. In addition, His Honour brought greetings from The King and the teenage artists spoke about their art project.
In August of 2020, the Lieutenant Governor’s Office purchased a teepee to be used for ceremonial and educational
purposes at Government House. The teepee included a large liner, and His Honour saw that blank liner as an opportunity
to engage youth.

His Honour invited students from Carlton Comprehensive High School in Prince Albert and Chief Payepot School of
Piapot First Nation to create designs to cover the canvas.

The students learned about ‘teepee teachings’ and what they learned helped inspire their original, vibrant paintings
that now cover the liner.

PR, o Ry

chool drum

Their Honours with students and eldrs who
participated in the teepee liner artwork project.

- o & Y

Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty admiring R— :
the teepee liner artwork. Eagle Claw Pow Wow Dancer.
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GHHS VOLUNTEERS: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

Thinking about Christmas at this time of the year is a little strange, however, |
we seem not to have too much of an option. The Christmas tea request form is
closed and telephone requests for tickets to attend the Dickens Yuletide Concert
closed at the end of October. As the weather changes, so do our surroundings, the
colours of the leaves, and the coolness of the day, all remind us of the new season

that we’re in and festivities ahead of us.

The year 2024 to this point was similar to the previous years, as we
experienced more volunteers travelling as the opportunities opened up for them.
Despite that, the commitment of GHHS Volunteers also remains the same, and my
reason for always being thankful. More volunteers are trying out different duties,
especially in the ball room, and this has helped in the reduction of double shifts on

volunteers during the tea weekend compared to the past few years.

The 2024 Volunteer Appreciation tea was well attended and many awards were

Rebecca, presenting the Volunteer
Recognition award to Catherine White.

presented in different categories to volunteers. See pages 8 - 9 for information on

the appreciation tea.

BN

| want to use this opportunity to thank you all for your continued commitment. As mentioned earlier, it seems
premature to think about 2025, but since this is the last edition of the newsletter for the year | would like to wish you
and your family a Merry Christmas, and a healthy and prosperous 2025.

Rebecca Otitoju, Volunteer Coordinator

Important Notice - Volunteer Hours
It is very important that | receive, on a monthly
basis, all your hours of volunteer work you did
outside of Government House or in your home.
Majority of our awards are determined by the hours
recorded to you. Here's the link https://
govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/hours/ to access the
online form you need or call me to get a printed
copy. Thank you for your commitment.

November
Amber MaclLeod
Kevin Gooding
Eva Wasserle
Kathryn White
Gale Wilke

Happy Birthday

December

Lorna Bingaman
Marlene Callfas
Wanda Emmons
Janet Galger

Dale Richardson
Janette Richardson

January

Dolly Dyck

Anuja Edison
Alyce Garratt

Ann Grahame
Sharon Hurst
Nancy McEwen
Robert Stocks
Cathy Walkington
Charmaine Wilkes

a
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GHHS Volunteers (in the background)
and some of the Volunteer Recognition
committee members during the 2024
Volunteer Appreciation Tea.

L-R: Jacque Wight, Bonnie Fladager,
and Pat Taylor.

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless - Sherry Anderson.
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President’s Message cont’d

December 14 & 15 with reservations opening later. The Christmas Tea ticket allocation will have been made by the time
the Society Times is issued although | know, as usual, the Tea was oversubscribed.

Government House will be holding their Ghost Stories Night, Tricks and Treats, Decorating Day and Old Fashioned
Victorian Christmas during October, November and December.

| encourage you to enjoy the House through volunteering or participating in these upcoming events. It may be cold
outside but the atmosphere within is always warm and inviting.

This may seem early but as the last edition of the Society Times for 2024 | wish you all a very happy season in
which way you celebrate.

Adrian Golbey

Victorian Tea Room

By the time you read this we will be just finishing fall and heading right into Christmas!
Christmas menu planning is nearly finished. We are now putting the finishing touches on
everything and looking forward to our patrons enjoying the delightful holiday treats we’ve
cooked up for them! This also means the Christmas tea ballot forms have been put away and
all the lottery winners have been contacted so they know they can attend the Christmas Tea.

Our new reservation policy is fully implemented with no complaints and complete
understanding from our patrons. Some changes have been made including reducing the time
patrons need to pay their reservation fee allowing earlier consultation of the waiting list
thereby reducing the number of empty tables which happened at Teas between July and
October. These changes have created more work behind the scenes to ensure communication
between the volunteer and ballroom coordinators is consistent and constant. So far it is being
handled well and the tables full with occasional exceptions.

We also had a few new volunteers join us in the ballroom in October, as well as some seasoned Tea volunteers
taking on new roles. We’re happy to see all the new faces and look forward to seeing you flourish in the coming months!

Shea Poncsak, Victorian Tea Coordinator

GHHS volunteers at the Government House Tricks and Treats

e
Liam Karwandy and his
Grandma Terry Bedard.

15 [I
A guest and Van (Ane Nguyen.
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Upcoming Events & Announcements

3 p—— e SPR S
YL 2 LT

Dickens’ Yuletide Singers
Christmas Concert
Celebrating 22 Years

~ X
N

In the Ballroom at Government House
Saturday, December 14, 2024 and
Sunday, December 15, 2024
Concerts begin each day at
1:00pm and 3:00pm.

Our gift to the community

Government House Events
« Decorating Day is Wednesday, November 13, from
9:00am —4:00pm
« Old Fashioned Victorian Christmas returns Friday,
November 29 from 5:30 pm — 8:00 pm.
« Un-decorating Day is Tuesday, January 14, 2025 from

Also available Online! 9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Please visit our online market,
https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/ Please note: Volunteers are needed for these events.
where you can purchase our new Please call Rebecca 306-787-5363 or send an email to
cookbook and Victorian Tea blend for rebecca@govhousesociety.ca if you are available to
Christmas gifts or as stocking stuffers. volunteer for any of the above events.

These items are available to purchase
at Government House.
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)

The 2024 Appreciation Tea was a successful event, as in the past. It has always been a time for the volunteers to get to
know each other and socialize as we enjoyed the dainties prepared by Shannon Coleman and her staff from Indulgence Fine
Foods and Catering. We also received feedback, which will be discussed by the Committee and a decision made on
suggestions that would improve future events.

During the Appreciation Tea, a total of 44 volunteers received different awards based on the hours they worked in
2023. Two of the awards were by nomination for the Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland award (MEBW), and the
Volunteer Recognition award. The GHHS Pin award was given to volunteers who have been with GHHS for a minimum of 10
years. Congratulations to all volunteers who received these awards, you all deserve it. See the list of award recipients and
pictures from the Appreciation Tea on pages 8.

More GHHS volunteers are recording and submitting the hours worked outside of Government House (GH) to me. |
recorded 8,700 volunteer hours; this total was significantly higher than hours recorded for 2019 before the pandemic. | was
also informed that the volunteer who worked over 800 hours beat the past record of hours worked by any GHHS volunteer. |
continue to respect the options of some volunteers, not wanting to be recognized. However, submission of those hours is
very important in showing the contribution of GHHS to GH and to the Province of Saskatchewan in general to keep this
historic site open and accessible to the public.

As announced during the appreciation tea, | encourage GHHS volunteers, who have been volunteering for more than
ten years, and have not received the GHHS pin, to please provide me with the year they joined GHHS. GHHS Pin award was
started in 2022 and we want to ensure that we continue to recognize your contributions in different ways.

A GHHS volunteer also brought forward another unique way to be rewarded for your volunteer hours, that you worked
in any volunteer organization. Timeraiser YQR organizes a silent auction night for interested volunteers to bid for artwork and
pay with their volunteer hours. GHHS is also one of the volunteer organizations invited to set up a table at the event. Some
volunteers and myself will be there to promote the Society and the House. We hope to evaluate the event for future
participation.

| thank the VRC members, Lorna Bingaman, Gail Bradley, Bonnie Fladager, Magi McFadden, Pat Taylor and Jacque
Wight for their efforts and hard work in ensuring a successful event. They did a great job planning and executing the event.
Thank you all!

o _ , A Big Thank You to all our door prize donors
Rebecca Otitoju, Chair, VRC Committee
GHHS “All of Us Together” Cookbooks & Victorian
Tea Blend.

Vintage & Collectibles Several $10 each gift certificates to
shop during their sale.

Thank You LGO Cuff links & a beer mug with LG crest on it.
Kevin Gooding, this year’s recipient of the Marge GH Gift Certificate for 2 for Boat Ride.
Ewart and Betty Westmoreland award, gave a heartfelt Victorian Tea Gift Certificate for 2 to the tea.
thank you to the Volunteer Recognition Committee for the Rumour Handcraft Inc. Three $25 each gift certificates to shop

nomination. at her store.

Kevin was introduced to the Society by a member and

has served on various committees, Jockos, the Black Tie, the
summer auctions and the Board over a number of years.

Kevin noted “l was not expecting the friendships |
have made and the many wonderful people | have met. | first
worked and volunteered alongside these people and a bond
quickly formed. | have always been made to feel welcome at
the House.”

Kevin continued “When | look out at all the volunteers
and members here today, | am proud to represent you and
wish everyone to share in this. GHHS is so lucky to have such
incredible volunteers.”

g5V i
B B e

Kevin Gooding was joined by his parents, .
Mr. & Mrs. Gooding to celebrate the award.
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Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC)

Congratulations: All Award Recipients
VRC congratulates all GHHS Volunteers and to the following
volunteers who received their awards at the 2024 Volunteer
Appreciation Tea on August 25, 2024.

Marge Ewart and Betty Westmoreland (MEBW)
Annual Volunteer Service Award
Kevin Gooding

Dedication Award recipients\
L-R: Iris Sirke, Sheila Carson, Adrian Golbey,
Volunteer Recognition Award Shirley Paterson and Susan Hogarth.

Catherine White 1\ @

Dedication Award
Jeanne Alexander, Charlene Balion, Terry Bedard, Sheila Carson,
Adrian Golbey, Susan Hogarth, Shirley Paterson and Iris Sirke.

Loyal Award

Lorna Bingaman, Veronica Bosche, Marlene Callfas,
Kevin Gooding, Kathy Jellow, Mary Loewen, Elaine A. Miller,
Vincent Murphy, Doreen Patel, Bonnie Racz, Dale Richardson NS

Janette Richardson, Joy Routledge, Pat Taylor, Lizhi Wang, L-R:chv:ri\clao(l:lglaﬁ;sgzal;gggf;pé%rgzsuIak,
Gayle White, Catherine White and Jacqueline Wight. Kathy Jellow and Joy Routledge.
New Volunteer Award
Debbie Boczulak, Carrie Cornelisse, Kathy Jellow,
Joy Routledge and Gale Wilke.

Pin Awards
GHHS Pin Award for 10-19 years of service
Elayne Bennett Fox, Sharon Cross, Adrian Golbey, Leona Howe,
Eileen Hutton, JoAnn Lupastin, James Otitoju, Doreen Patel,

Marilyn Reesor, Bonnie Racz and Cathy Walkington. ’
GHHS Pin Award recipients
L-R: James Otitoju, Marilyn Reesor, Leona Howe,
Bonnie Racz Adrian Golbey, Sharon Cross and
Doreen Patel.

Volunteers don’t
necessarily have the
time; they just have
the heart.

Elizabeth Andrew

)] L. 4
Loyal Award recipients
Back Row L-R: Lorna Bingaman, Jacqueline Wight, Gayle White, Kevin Gooding,

Veronica Bosche, Marlene Callfas, Dale Richardson, Vincent Murphy,
Lizhi Wang and Joy Routledge.
Front Row L-R: Catherine White, Bonnie Racz, Mary Loewen, Doreen Patel,
Pat Taylor, Kathy Jellow, and Janette Richardson.
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Vintage & Collectibles

The following letter is from a donor:

“My name is Heather Herrell and I’'m very proud to be donating my great grandmother’s Limoges china to Government
House. My husband, Bill Morton, contacted Marlene at Government House on my behalf to ask about donating “The
Limoges.” | must confess, | couldn’t bring myself to do it on my own and was grateful to Bill for doing it for me. Letting go of
our family china has been tough. Once Bill told me that Marlene had advised him that Government House would take it, |
was certainly relieved. | hope you won’t mind if | provide some background regarding the “The Limoges.”

The original owner of “The Limoges” was my great grandmother, Agnes Argue (nee Mann). She and her husband,
James Argue, arrived in Saskatchewan from Ontario during the first decade of the twentieth century. Great Grandma
started collecting the china early in her marriage. She was very proud that it came from one of the famed china factories
located in Limoges, France. There was even a family legend that Great Grandma’s china was made in one of the Limoges
factories which was bombed during the first world war.

| know the china was in constant use from the time my great grandma was a young wife and mother living on the
Canadian Prairies until it was passed down to Agnes’ daughter Muriel, who eventually passed it down to myself as her
granddaughter. It was used when our family celebrated Grandma Muriel’s 100™ birthday in 2009.

Ironically my family has some connections to Government House. My grandparents, Bruce and Muriel Knox, actually
lived directly across the street from Government House in the first few years of their marriage. | know Lieutenant
Governors Munroe and McNab were my grandparents neighbours during those years. | always thought it was rather
romantic that grandma and grandpa had, at one time, lived right across the street from Saskatchewan’s own royal
representatives.

My husband Bill and | have a direct connection with Government House. We first met each other when we both
performed in the production of “Regina Revisited” which was written and directed by the amazingly talented and prolific
Regina resident, Jean Freeman. This production was performed in the Ball Room of Government House. There was a total of
thirteen performances. Bill and | spent weeks at Government House during the rehearsals and subsequent performances.
“Regina Revisited” was one of many events which occurred during that year of celebrating Regina’s 100" Anniversary.

I’'m proud that I'm able to give something tangible back to Government House Historical Society and the proceeds
from their sale could be used to support their mission to preserve, promote and enhance Government House as a public
heritage site. It's been an important part of the history of myself and my husband, our family and the history our home
province of Saskatchewan. It just feels right.

ITEMS INCLUDED IN THE DONATION: Limoges China donation consists of approximately 8 to 10 dinner plates, 8 to 10
salad plates, 8 to 10 bread and butter plates, 8 to 10 fruit nappies, 2 vegetable bowls each with matching lids, very large
platter (around 16 inches long), 2 soup bowls, 2 matching cups and saucers. In some cases, | didn’t count how many were in
each box. | just packed whatever seemed to be the best pieces.

Please note: | do have some additional pieces which includes more soup bowls, a gravy boat with an attached plate
style base, a few single saucers and one more fruit nappy. However, these pieces are either chipped or a little more “worse

for wear” so | haven’t included them. If you’d like those as well please let me know by text or email.”
[T

Left: Limoges China dinner
plates

Right: A table at a Vintage sale
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Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca

Like us on n r@

PHONE:
306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714
E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Gail Bradley
Rebecca Otitoju
Gayle White

Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
Ann Grahame, Elizabeth Hill
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Gayle White

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
January 3, 2025

Alone we can do so little;

Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller

Nominating Committee

The nominating committee is seeking the names of members of the
Government House Historical Society who are interested in allowing their
name to stand for nomination to the Board of Directors.

The names of candidates and a brief biography of each nominee are
presented to the membership at the annual general meeting. The members
present at the meeting elect the new Board members from the slate of
nominees.

If you are interested in learning more or in allowing your name to
stand for consideration, please contact the committee chair at
nominate@govhousesociety.ca.

Sheila Carson, Chair

Editors Message

It’s that time of year — here comes gift shopping, holiday decorating, and
before we know it, the New Year will be upon us. Isn’t it amazing how fast a year
goes by?

Congratulations to all committees for a job well done. We have had a
slew of new volunteers to train and rely on, many successful events to manage,
and now we can look forward to the decoration of the House to enjoy, and a final
Christmas Tea and Sale.

We hope you enjoy the news and information in this last newsletter of
2024. Its all about you, our steadfast and talented volunteers. For most of us,
there will be a needed rest break until April 2025. But don’t forget, the Board
members will still be meeting and planning and working for the betterment of
the Government House Historical Society.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy New
Year.

Gayle White, Co-Editor, Newsletter Committee

== | Christmas Gifts
Some of the bests gifts possible

GOVERNMENT HOUSE

SR VICTORANTEA BLEND R are a copy of our history/recipe
ISNOW AVAILABLE!  {gromay book, with our own tea blend
D
nsnecs B All of Us Together & Victorian

exclusively for GHHS by '\".';_
‘ Tea Blend.

Murchie’s Fine Tea Company.

: Besides delicious tested recipes,
" avosse My and a taste of our Victorian Tea,

- b bkt e e ey these two are very good for your
AL socx;"n ; relaxation time. Please consider
. them for gifts or as Stocking
Stuffers.
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