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Our mission is to preserve,
promote, and enhance
Government House as a
public heritage site.

President’s Message

As March has retreated like a lion and with geese and ducks returning, at
least to my corner of Regina, and rabbits donning their summer coat spring must
soon follow.

April is the start of the Victorian Tea and Vintage and Collectibles Sales as
the Society settles into the rhythm of our traditional activities. Although this is the
start of our ‘public face’ | am aware and appreciative of the planning and work
that each committee has done to prepare for the opening weekend.

The Annual Volunteer Workshop was held on March 11. This was a well
attended event and as usual is both a glimpse into the Society for all new members
as well as refreshing the memories of those who have experience of only one
particular committee. This year the Society was pleased to have Jeff Sawatsky of
the Lieutenant Governor’s office give a virtual tour of the part of the House
occupied by the LG and LG's staff. If any of you have the opportunity to see Mr.
Sawatsky’s video, | thoroughly recommend seeing it as it touches both on the
function of the LG’s staff and some of the history of the House.

As | have previously mentioned Society volunteers support the Government
House Coffee in the Conservatory event for one weekend each of the first three
months of the year. As has been experienced for previous years this year’s
weekends were sold out. Although the ambience of having a dainty and coffee in a
warm plant filled conservatory during winter is alluring, | believe the selection of
dainties, all prepared in the House kitchen by, and then impeccably served, by
Society volunteers only adds to the sense of occasion. These volunteers are to be
commended for their time and dedication to these weekends.

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held April 30 at 7:00 p. m. in
the ballroom. We had reports from committees and a formal review of 2024. That
did not take much time, and then the election was held for the upcoming new and
renewing Directors. Two new people were elected to the Board: Debra Boczulak
and Mary Loewen. Renewal vote for a Director was for Shirley Paterson.

Following the business meeting was a friendly and relaxed treats time, with
people getting a chance to chat and visit with others.

Adrian Golbey, President
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L-R: Jacque Wight, Cindy Scheer, Adrian Golbey, Marlene Callfas and
Pat Taylor during the Board-Committee chairs meeting in March 2025.
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Government House

Happy Spring! Government House is very much looking forward to another busy spring/summer season! Firstly, |
wanted to thank the GHHS volunteers for making Coffee in the Conservatory another
successful season. We sold out every sitting and still had wait lists!

April 27 — May 3 is National Volunteer week. On behalf of the staff of Government
House, | would like to express our genuine appreciation and admiration for each of your
contributions throughout this past year. We are incredibly thankful for all the time, energy,
and passion that the GHHS volunteers put into making Government House a bright light
within our community. You are the lifeblood of the House. Our heartfelt thank you to you
all!

To show appreciation for the GHHS volunteers’ hard work and dedication over the
v ‘I ooty past year, Government House will be hosting a Volunteer Appreciation Reception in April.
Housed We are looking forward to hosting the GHHS volunteers and catching up with everyone.
We will have a wonderful new feature exhibit this summer! We Are Immigrants, presented by artist Reann Kit-Yee
Cheung, is a series of images that celebrates the legacy of Chinese immigrants as important contributors to the unification of
what we now know as Canada. This series pays homage to early Chinese immigrants by offering a glimpse of their sacrifices
and contributions, both of which have predominantly been excluded from Canada’s educational and community spaces. The
exhibition will be in place from May 24 — September 25, 2025. An opening event for the afternoon of May 24 is being planned,
so please save the date in your calendars.
We are busy planning for both spring and summer so check out our website at governmenthousesk.ca to learn about all
the upcoming activities, programs, art exhibits that are planned.

Chad Debert, Manager, Government House

Exhibits:
QEIl Gallery: FAMILY+ Presented by the Saskatchewan Writers' Guild.
March 29 - June 22, 2025
Family+ is a group poetry exhibition exploring the rich dynamics of families in
our lives. Family+ is an expanded understanding of what family can be and allows us
to reflect on our own family structures, our roles, and community responsibilities.
Featured poets include Peace Akintade-Oluwagbeye (Saskatchewan Poet
Laureate) Dash Reimer (Saskatchewan Youth Poet Laureate), Beverley Brenna,
' Courtney Bates-Hardy, Chelsea Coupal,
= Amber Goodwyn, Nicole Mae, Josiah
Nelson, Medrie Purdham, and Bruce Rice.
Are you looking for a quiet place to read or study? In conjunction with the
Family+ exhibit we have created The SWG Reading Room. Relax in this quiet spot
and enjoy reading material provided by the Sask Writers Guild or bring your own
books or study material.

WE
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Summer Feature Exhibit opening on May 24, 1:00pm — 3:00pm
On May 24 we will open our Summer Feature Exhibit. We Are Immigrants. The IMIMIGRANTS
Hidden Hardships & Legacy of Early Chinese Canadian Immigrants. YHE HIDDEN HARDSHIPS & LEGACY OF

EARLY CHINESE CANADIAN IMMIGRANTS

To celebrate the opening, we will be hosting a launch event featuring an exciting
cultural showcase, including: A Lion Dance by Kung Fu Regina eChinese folk dancing
by the Regina Chinese Cultural Association ®A graceful Tai Chi demonstration by Chung
Wah Tai Chi.

After the entertainment, enjoy the exhibit and join us for a reception in the
ballroom.
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The Lieutenant Governor Hosts Dignitaries in Government House

One of the duties of a Lieutenant Governor is meeting with foreign dignitaries when they visit our province. Her
Honour Bernadette Mcintyre was installed on January 31, 2025 and has already welcomed five official foreign delegations
to Government House.

Left: On February 13", 2025, Lieutenant
Governor Bernadette Mcintyre hosted a Consul
General for the first time at Government House
when she welcomed Takehiko Wajima, Consul
General of Japan in Calgary and Yoshiko Okada,
Vice Consul, Public Relations, Consulate
General of Japan in Calgary.

Right: On March 17" Her Honour welcomed
Masakui Rungsung, Consul General of India in
Vancouver to her offices.

Middle: The Lieutenant Governor
enjoyed a visit in her Receiving Room
with Nestor Forster Jr., Consul Gen-
eral of Brazil in Vancouver on March
18th.

Left: The Lieutenant Governor
hosted His Excellency Olaf
Kjelsen, Ambassador of
Switzerland to Canada and
Thomas Schneider, Consul
General of Switzerland in
Vancouver on April 1st.

Right: On April 8th Her
Honour welcomed Antel Jovic,
Consul General of Croatia in
Mississauga, His Excellency,
Vice Skraci¢, Ambassador of
the Republic of Croatia to
Canada and Irena Cacic¢,
Minister Plenipotentiary,
Embassy of the Republic of
Croatia to Canada.
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Victorian Tea

The 2025 tea season is underway! We hosted 211 adults and 16 children at the first tea in April. May is traditionally
the month in which we honour mothers though every effort is made not to hold the tea on the Mothers Day weekend! The
fancy teacups will be unpacked again as we celebrate those very important women in our
lives.

Though it has put an additional demand on our grocery shopper, the tea room
committee decided that as much as possible we will purchase only Canadian made products.
To date this has not posed any particular problems. We are pleased to note that we are not
alone in fighting back.

We are always looking to our membership base for new volunteers. If you have an
interest or know someone who has an interest in joining the ranks of the tearoom volunteers,
please contact our volunteer co-ordinator or visit our
website govhousesociety.ca for more information.

Sheila Carson, Victorian Tearoom Coordinator . L
Danay Lott serving Victorian

Tea guests.

2025 Tea dates
June7 &8 July5&6 August9 &10
September 6 & 7 October4 & 5
November 1 & 2
December 6 & 7 by random draw of request forms.

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca for our
online reservation form or call 639-571-7123 to make a
reservation by leaving us a message.

Vintage volunteers.

L-R: Pat Taylor, Elaine Miller,
Gayl Hipperson, Shirley Paterson
and Elaine Ganshirt

Vintage & Collectibles

It was good to be back for our April opening. It didn’t seem overly busy, but we sold a lot
of items, including three sets of china. The more we sell, the more room we have for new
donations.

A big thank you to our helpers on Fridays and Mondays on sale weekends, when so many
bins need to be wheeled upstairs, and then down again. A special thanks to Alissa and Danny, who
have helped us immensely in moving bins, setting up displays, and taking it all down again. We will
miss you.

Another thank you to Carol Lewis, who volunteered to do a small repair on a lovely
: crocheted bedspread for the Linens team. Recycle, re-use, occasional repairs — that’s part of our
Alissa Liu and Danny Deng  80als for the Vintage and Collectibles Committee

Marlene Califas, Chairman
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GHHS Volunteers: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

Due to the extreme winter weather this past year, we can start looking forward to the
Spring in anticipation that it will be warmer.

As in the past Annual Volunteer Workshop was held on March 11, 2025 with five new
volunteers in attendance. Presenters at the workshop included Chad Debert from Government
House (GH), Jeffrey Sawatzky from the Lieutenant Governor’s Office. Each committee was
represented and gave information about their committee to interest new volunteers to join.
GHHS President, Adrian Golbey brought remarks and Sheila presented some history of the
Society.

During the winter months, many volunteers worked the Coffee in the Conservatory (CITC).
Even though this is a Government House event, it gives opportunity to volunteers to continue
to support and welcome guests to the House throughout the year bridging the gap between
the winter and the start of the Victorian Tea season in April. As GHHS volunteers, you made an
impact on the guests who come to the tea or the coffee event during the winter months.

If there are words, other than ‘thank you’ to express my appreciation for your commitment | will use them. Your
willingness to go above and beyond made each event successful and also gave the guests reasons to want to come back to the
same event over and over again, as we have witnessed with the Victorian Tea as an example. Thank you for all you do to
preserve, promote and enhance Government House as a national heritage site.

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator

Special Announcements

Please watch out for details:
«Nomination forms for the Volunteer Recognition award; and the
Marg Ewart & Betty Westmoreland award are now posted on our
website.
+GHHS Pin award: If you have been a volunteer for 10 years or more,
and you have not received the Pin, please email me the year you
started volunteering, then | can update your information and add you
to the list for the Pin award at our next Volunteer Appreciation Tea on
August 24, 2025.

Important Notice
Please submit 2024 EXTRA

Volunteer Hours Welcome!

It is very important that | receive, New Members and Volunteers
on a monthly basis, all your hours

of volunteer work you did outside Marilyn Belhumeur V

of Government House or in your Khalid Md Hossain  V
home. Majority of our awards are Sangita Das Himu V
determined by the hours recorded Pat Schellhorn \Y

to you. Here’s the link: https:// Lorieta Hornsby MV

govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/
hours/ to access the online form
you need, or call me to get a
printed copy. Thank you for your
commitment.

MV = Member & Volunteer V = Volunteer

Yolunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because theyre priceless
Sherry Anderson
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Upcoming Events

Coming Soon: QEIll Gallery June 28, 2025 to
September 28, 2025. Pepito Escanlar

Pepito Escanlar Regina Over the Years a curated collection of Pepito's

paintings, capturing the evolving urban landscape of Regina from the
1980s to 2025. These works mainly chronicle significant transformations in

the city’s downtown core, blending artistic insight with historical
documentation.
Opening reception on June 28, 2025 at 1:00 - 3:00 pm.

Volunteer Appreciation Tea
Booked for Sunday August 24, 2025
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Marge Ewart Betty Westmoreland
Award and Volunteer Recognition
Award
Nomination forms now available on the
website or pick up a form in the office.
Deadline to submit nomination is
May 31, 2025

2

2025-2026 Board Meeting Dates

Reports Due

Meeting Dates 2025

June 16

July 21
August 18
September 15
October 20
November 17
December 15

Meeting Dates 2026

January 19
February 17 (Tuesday)
March 16
April 20
May 18
AGM 2025

June 9

July 14
August 11
September 8
October 13
November 10
December 8

Reports Due
January 12
February 9
March 9
April 13
May 11

Watch for date in next newsletter

On-Line Market!

Please check us out often on our
on-line market, where you can
purchase our cookbook and  Vic-
torian Tea blend. Find the site at:
https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/
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Annual General Meeting

It is time for the Nominating Committee to recognize and congratulate, on behalf of all GHHS members, the three
Board members elected at our April 30, 2025 annual general meeting. Congratulations to Debby Boczulak, Mary Loewen and
Shirley Paterson for allowing their names to stand for election to the Board. Your willingness to support the Society in this
meaningful way is very much appreciated.

Sheila Carson — Chair — Nominating Committee

GHHS Board of Directors

2025 - 2026
President: Shirley Paterson
Vice-President: Margaret Dagenais
Past President: Adrian Golbey
Secretary: Veronica Bosche
Treasurer: Bob Milton

Directors-at-Large (in alphabetical order)

Jeanne Alexander Debk?y Boczulak Back row L-R: Shirley Paterson Bob Milton,
Mary Loewen Magi McFadden Gayle White, and Veronica Bosche.

Robert Thompson  Gayle White Front row L-R: Adrian Golbey, Mary Loewen,
Margaret Dagenais and Debby Boczulak.

New Board members
Mary Loewen: Born in the rural Battleford area, Mary moved to Regina in 1971.
N\ /2 She worked in various businesses in North Battleford and in Regina taking time out to be
a stay-at-home Mom. Her work in Regina involved a number of Volunteer organizations.
Mary has been a volunteer from the time her children were in school (50+ years),
helping out at school, teaching babysitting courses etc. She volunteered at William
Booth Care Home, Northwest Sports Association having served as a Committee
Member, as well as a Condo Board of Directors member. However, Mary’s most
memorable experiences were the opportunities to volunteer with young people in Sport. As
‘ a result, she attended Canada Games, Western Canada Games, Winter Games, etc. The
happmess she saw in the athletes was always a highlight.
Now with the Historical Society, Mary is a GHHS Board member and serves on the Victorian Tea Committee. Mary says
she very much enjoys her volunteer positions and other duties as needed by the Historical Society.

Debra (Debby) Boczulak: Debra is a proud lifelong resident of Regina who spent a
fulfilling 40-year career at SaskTel. She retired in 2021, after having experienced many career
opportunities ranging from international, technical, training, marketing, sales and IT roles. After
retirement, she finally found time to explore other interests.

A visit to the Government House Historical Society booth at the Cathedral Village Fair
piqued her interest and soon, following GHHS orientation, she accepted a volunteering oppor-
tunity with the Society in the kitchen preparing food for the Victorian Teas. She also enjoys
gardening, golfing at Lakeview Par 3, walks in Wascana Park and extended travels during the
winter months.

Debra admires the efforts of Government House and GHHS to preserve Saskatchewan’s heritage as well as the tangi-
ble links to our Royal heritage through the Governor General’s office that serves to benefit all. Debra notes that many people
with the Society publicly and behind the scenes work hard to ensure our heritage is celebrated and proudly recog-
nized. Debra is very proud to play a small part in this endeavor.

Yolunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because theyre priceless
Sherry Anderson
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Volunteer Recognition Committee

It is that time of the year that | urge you to submit your hours to me if you have not done so. It is very crucial that | record
the hours so you can be recognized accordingly. It is also a way to show the financial benefit gained through your commitment to
the mandate of the Society. The Marge Ewart Betty Westmoreland award and the Volunteer Recognition Award forms are on the
website with nomination submissions due May 31%. This is your opportunity to nominate deserving volunteers for these awards.
Please mark your calendar for the next Volunteer Recognition Tea booked for Sunday, August 24, 2025.

To ensure that all GHHS volunteers are recognized accordingly, the Board has approved more ways to reward your hard
work as well as appreciating volunteers who have retired. Details will be communicated through emails or in our next
newsletter.

The annual Volunteer Appreciation Reception by Government House was held on April 25h. See more information on page 9.

Rebecca Otitoju, Chair

Top Left: Jeffrey Sawatzky presenting at the volunteer
workshop on March 11, 2025.

Top Middle L-R: Rebecca Otitoju, Mariia Dopta, Vira Dopta,
Sheila Carson, Terry Bedard and Mary Loewen at PCC
Volunteer Reception on April 25, 2025.

Top Right: Jacque Wight at the workshop.

Bottom Right: Volunteers at the March 11, 2025 workshop.
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Khaled Hossain Sangita Das Himu Marilyn Belhumeur Lorieta Hornsby

Definition of a Volunteer: Doing more than you have to because you want to, in a cause you consider good
Ivan Scheier

The Society Times 8 Spring 2025



PCC Volunteer Appreciation Reception

On April 25, Historical Society volunteers were invited to the annual ‘thank you reception’ by the Provincial Capital
Commission (PCC). Her Honour Bernadette Mclntyre was in attendance, and addressed the volunteers. She was “grateful to
everyone who has served on the Society’s Board of Directors and led committees over the years, for continuing the legacy of
those who came before you. Thank you to all the volunteers for donating your time and talents to preserve our heritage and to
create excellent programming.”

Also in attendance was Mr. Brad Crassweller, MLA for White City-Qu’Appelle communities who brought greetings on
behalf of Eric Schmalz, Minister responsible for the Provincial Capital Commission. He spoke of how the passion of the
volunteers is strongly felt through the 6500 hours donated. He then noted that the events created that have become many
families’ traditions and that over $25,000 dollars in donations have been raised annually.

Jenna Schroeder, noted that the society continues to add new members and social media followers marking a
testament to a vibrant organization that people want to know about and be part of. She highlighted the Vintage and
Collectibles Sale which accompanies the monthly teas and the number of volunteers and hours that make up the sale and tea
weekend is outstanding. It takes tremendous effort, coordination and creativity to make these weekends seem so effortless to
the always appreciative general public. She mentioned the strong relationship with the Lieutenant Governor’s office, the build-
ing management team, and the Government House Staff. Finally, she was very appreciative of behind the scenes and board
work that is done to guide the organization and ensure their policies and reporting remain in line with legal requirements is no
small task, and is often overlooked when celebrating all the public facing accomplishments.

Chad Debert, who was the MC, noted the theme for the National Volunteer Week, Volunteers Make Waves; together
we create ripples of change. Chad expressed his gratitude for all efforts, the large and the small, the quiet behind the scenes
and public facing, which are all so vital to make so much of what we do here at Government House possible.

The volunteers in attendance were treated to delicious hors d'oeuvres served by Madira Catering. Each Volunteer
received an engraved GH coin as a thank you token. They were informed of a special tour of the museum organized for them.

Rebecca Otitoju, Co-editor

Her Honour Bernadette Mcintyre addressing Mr. Brad Crassweller on behalf of the Minister
GHHS volunteers at the appreciation reception. for PCC Eric Schmalz at the reception.

GHHS volunteers during the

Jenna Schroeder, PCC Executive Director .
reception.

at the reception.
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Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca

Like us on n

www.facebook.com/Government-House-Historical-

Society-137117816301443/

Follow us on @

www.instagram.com/govhousesociety/

PHONE:
306-787-5363

FAX:
306-787-5714

E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and Editorial
Team:
Gail Bradley
Rebecca Otitoju
Gayle White
Getting To Know You:
Vincent Murphy

Information Update:
Please call: 306-787-5363
Email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with the new information

Photo credits and resources:
Vira Dopta, Ann Grahame
Elizabeth Hill, Anna Janikova
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Robert Thompson and Gayle White

Alone we can do so (ittle;
Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller
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Newsletter Editor’s Message

Thank You, and Thank You Again

This April we have changes to report to you. First of all, Ann Grahame has
retired from writing the Getting to Know You portion of The Society Times. Ann
took over from Charlene Balion, who proposed this feature. We are sorry to see
Ann go, as she knows so many people and remembers so much of the history of
our Society. So, we have a big Thank You to send Ann’s way.

The second Thank You goes to Vincent Murphy, who volunteered to take
on writing this feature for the newsletter. So, in this issue you will read his
description of the mother-daughter volunteer duo of Doreen and Hilary Patel.
You will all know of Vincent through his yearly portrayal of George Watt, the
original Government House gardener of the 1890’s. Vincent is interested in the
newsletter, which we are grateful for, and we welcome him as a contributor the
newsletter.

Gayle White, Co-Editor

Ann Grahame

“If your actions inspire others to
dream more, .

learn more, .
do more,
and become more...

Vincent Murphy

you are a leader.”

e

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS

Committee Chairs Meet with Board Members

March 1, 2025 was the second meeting between Chairs and Co-chairs of
Committees and the Board Members of the Society. Everyone managed to fit
into the Board Room. The meeting was chaired by Shirley Paterson, GHHS
Vice-President.

The purpose of these meetings is to share communication between
committees and the Board, and also share communication between the
committees themselves. These meetings will be held three times a year.

The participants expressed great appreciation for these meetings, and
are very happy for them to continue. It helps build a sense of being united in a
purpose, and all of us working on the same team and toward the same goals.

Gayle White, Co-Editor/Board Member.
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