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Our mission is to preserve, 
promote, and enhance      

Government House as a   
public heritage site. 

President’s Message        

                                                                                                                   
  Every time I walk up the cobble stone  
pathway to the Government House Museum 
doors and enter, I always think how much I enjoy 
being a GHHS volunteer here. I suspect that    
feeling is shared by the many volunteers who give 
their time freely and work so hard to continue to 
preserve, promote and enhance Government 
House as a national, public and heritage site. 
  I’m honored to have been elected Presi-
dent of the GHHS Board. In addition, the GHHS 
Board elected the following Directors: Vice      
President - Margaret Dagenais, Treasurer - Bob 
Milton, Recording Secretary - Veronica Bosche, 
Adrian Golbey - Past President, Jeanne Alexander, 
Debby Boczulak, Mary Lowen, Magi Mcfadden, 
Robert Thompson and Gayle White make up the GHHS Board of Directors. All board 
members bring to the table a diverse and varied background in experience, business 
and education along with working on a variety of volunteer organizations. 
  The next Combined Board and Committee Chair/Co Chair Meeting is         
scheduled for September 13, 2025. This meeting has become a regular event to 
keep the Committees and Board informed and working together as a Team. 
  I had the opportunity to work the GHHS Vintage and Collectible Sales at the 
July 1st LGO Canada Day Garden Party. It was a perfect Saskatchewan Summer Day 
and the vast number of people that showed up dressed in a sea of red and white 
could be seen enjoying all the activities and entertainment. Our Lieutenant         
Governor Bernadette McIntyre generated a lot of interest in having pictures taken 
with her as she strolled about the garden and inside. V & C counted a record 1373     
patrons that passed through the sale doors. A new feature inside the House was an  
information table hosted by GHHS volunteer Doreen Patel, drew plenty of attention 
and inquiries. The monthly Victorian Tea and V & C Sales followed on the weekend 
keeping volunteers busy and the many patrons visiting enjoying summer events at 
Government House. 
  Government House Historical Society volunteers give freely countless hours 
working at Government House. Volunteers develop new skills and refine the ones 
they already have, build new relationships just to name a few benefits. GHHS         
recognizes our volunteers on August 24, 2025.   
 
Shirley Paterson, President 
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Government House  
Happy Summer!  Government House will be a bustling hive of activity as usual this summer season!   
We have a great crew of Visitor Experience Hosts working for us this year. 

They are always eager to share their knowledge and have fun with everyone they 
tour. I strongly encourage all the GHHS volunteers to experience one or more of the 
costumed tours that are on offer hourly every day. There are several different period 
characters that have been developed so each new tour is from a slightly different 
perspective. I know all the volunteers work very hard and spend a lot of time here 
but trust me, an extra hour for one of these tours is worth it! Come and visit Hope 
Van Vliet, Kendra Burry, Jocelyn Heroux, Molly Fandrey, Matthew Hamman, Rina 
Hanowski, Sarah Schuweiler-Frizzel, or Ashton Cameron Chacun. 

Yoga in the Gardens returns Sundays July 6, 13, 20, 27 and August 3, 17, 24, 
31 always from 9:00 am – 10:00 pm 

Of course, there is a great new art show by local artist Pepito Escanlar titled 
Regina Over the Years. This is a curated collection of his paintings, capturing the 
evolving urban landscape of Regina from the 1980s to 2025. These works mainly chronicle significant transformations in the 
city’s downtown core, blending artistic insight with historical documentation. Now showing from June 28 to September 28, 
2025. 

Also be sure to catch this summer’s feature exhibit titled We Are Immigrants by ReAnn Cheung. This will be        
available until September 25, 2025. 

As always, check our website for more information and to stay up to date on all things Museum. 
Have a fantastic summer! 
 
Chad Debert, Manager, Government House  
Provincial Capital Commission 

Exhibits: 
QEII Gallery June 28 to September 28, 2025  
Pepito Escanlar summer 
 
Pepito Escanlar Regina Over the Years is a curated collection of 
Pepito's paintings, capturing the evolving urban landscape of 
Regina from the 1980s to 2025.  
 
These works mainly chronicle significant transformations in the 
city’s downtown core, blending artistic insight with historical 

documentation. 
 
  Summer’s Feature Exhibit 
  Our Summer Feature Exhibit, We Are Immigrants. The Hidden Hardships & Legacy of  
  Early Chinese Canadian Immigrants features the work of artist Raeann Kit-Yee Cheung.     
  Through powerful imagery, the exhibit reveals the often-hidden hardships and lasting  
  legacy of early Chinese Canadian immigrants – and celebrates their vital contributions to  
  the building of our nation.  
  
  Exhibit Showing until September 28, 2025 
 
 Feature Exhibit Opening Reception 
 On Saturday May 24 Government House Museum hosted a celebration of Chinese       
 culture in conjunction with the Feature Exhibit Opening. Performances by Kung Fu  
 Regina and The Regina Cultural Association were enjoyed by many. After the  
 performances attendees viewed the exhibit and enjoyed refreshments. 

Pepito Escanlar with Chad on May 24, 2025 
Meet the Artist event in Government House. 
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 Starting in 2008, Lieutenant Governors have welcomed the public to the grounds of Government House each July 
1st to celebrate Canada Day. As no event was held in 2020 and 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, July 1, 2025 was the 16th 
year for the celebration.  

Their Honours the Honourable Bernadette McIntyre and Mr. Rich McIntyre hosted the event for the first time this 
year. Their Honours joined the Kung Fu Regina Chinese Lion Dancers on stage to kick off the stage show. Additional            
performers included the Regina Austrian Edelweiss Dance Group, the Saskatchewan RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers, and 
the Bromantics, who entertained the appreciative crowd with a blend of classic rock, doo-wop and Motown hits. Other   
activities around the grounds included KAOS Dogsports, HMCS QUEEN Bouncy Castle, Bubble Bouncer, Face Painting,       
Science Centre shows, Storybook Princesses and Superheroes, and Salut the Maple Leaf Mascot. 

The Regina Classical Guitar Society once again provided entertainment indoors, and the GHHS Vintage & Collectibles 
Sale had an impressive 1373 visitors during the afternoon!  

In her remarks at the event, Lieutenant Governor Bernadette McIntyre commented on the many blessings we enjoy 
in Canada, including our fantastic volunteers. She shared how thrilling it was to meet The King at Buckingham Palace on May 
14, 2025, and to be seated in the Senate Chamber to hear His Majesty deliver the Canadian Speech from the Throne on May 
27, 2025. She concluded her remarks with the final words of the Throne Speech: “As the anthem reminds us: The True North 
is indeed strong and free!” 

From the Office of The Lieutenant Governor: Canada Day Celebration  

Edelweiss Australian Dancers with the      

Lieutenant Governor Bernadette McIntyre.  

Their Honours the Honourable Bernadette McIntyre 
and Mr. Rich McIntyre with a GHHS volunteer, 
Doreen Patel. RCMP Pipes Drums Dancers.  

Chinese Lion Dancers. 
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GHHS Volunteers: The Society’s Invaluable Asset! 

  Summer is here and if the forecast given at the moment is correct, then we are in for a hot July. I think we deserve it 
after so much snow in winter, and many rainy or cold days of spring.  Some might not agree with me because it might be too 
hot and humid, however, I hope we all enjoy the remaining months of summer and look forward to a nice fall and winter.  
  I continue to be thankful for each volunteer for continued commitment. I desire to get to a time, especially during our   
Victorian Tea months, when some volunteers take vacation, to have enough volunteers so no one works double shifts. Even 
though many did not mind taking on double shifts, however, my hope is for you to enjoy the experience with less stress.   
  For 2024, I have recorded over 7,000 hours and I am still recording. I believe some volunteers still ‘owe me’ hours, yet to 
be submitted. Please email or snap a photo and send it to me or drop off your written hours to the commissionaire’s desk as 
soon as possible.  
  The reason I need these hours submitted is to allow the Society to appreciate your time and commitment and to also 
join the rest of Canada in showcasing the wonderful work being accomplished by volunteers. The next Volunteer Appreciation 
Tea is on Sunday August 24, 2025 from 1.30 pm. All volunteers who worked at least 10 hours in 2024 are eligible to attend the 
tea. Awards are presented to volunteers based on the number of hours they worked in 2024, the Pin Award based on number 
of years you have volunteered and the biggest award the Marge Ewart Betty Westmoreland Award will also be presented.  
  As GHHS volunteers, each person deserves a ‘thank you’. Mark your calendar for Sunday August 24, 2025 from 1.30 pm 
for the Appreciation Tea. All volunteers who worked at least 10 hours in 2024 are eligible to attend the tea. Watch for the   
invite and please RSVP as soon as possible to help with planning.  
  Volunteer Recognition Committee (VRC) is working on the upcoming tea event in August. The Board has approved that 
we have one tea day annually to thank our retired volunteers. September 6, 2025, a table has been reserved for GHHS retired  
volunteers who are available to attend the tea. An invitation will be sent out to those in this category.  
  Thank you to all GHHS volunteers for your commitment to the mission of the Society.  
 
  Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer & Administrative Coordinator & Chair, VRC 

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless   
Sherry Anderson  

GHHS volunteers, Anna Janikova and Eva    
Wasserle at the Canada Day Celebration. 
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Vintage & Collectibles were busy on Canada Day! 

  On behalf of all the tearoom volunteers I would like to extend our           
condolences to the family of Marlene Callfas on the passing of a beloved mother 
and grandmother. To our fellow Vintage and Collectibles volunteers we extend 
our sympathies on the loss of your committee chair and a wonderful and          
dedicated volunteer whose enthusiasm and sense of fun will be missed. We are 
almost half way through our 2025 tea season. The event is always sold out very 
quickly. Our ‘regulars’ know to book right away on the Tuesday after a tea week-
end and our newcomers are fast learning! We were pleased to welcome some 
‘first timers’ and visitors from out of country, province and city to the July tea.   
  Plans continue for the Christmas tea which is not as far away as it once 
seemed! Enjoy the summer in this wonderful country we call ours. We are always 
looking to our membership base for new volunteers. If you have an interest or 
know someone who has an interest in joining the ranks of the tearoom               
volunteers, please contact our volunteer co-ordinator or visit our website for 
more information. 
 
 Sheila Carson, Coordinator 

Victorian Tea Room 

   June has proven to be a month of change, and a hectic time for V and C volunteers. Our chairperson, Marlene      
Callfas, passed away unexpectedly on June 12, 2025 at the age of 70. Marlene had taken over as chair after Susan Hogarth 
moved to Ontario. We had been working closely with Marlene for many hours, initiating change to the way we process the 
intake of our donations—and to price a backlog of donations in our storeroom. We were making good progress as a new 
team, and we will miss her in the collectible storeroom and preparing for and working through our sales. Marlene will be 
missed and fondly remembered as we carry on.  
  On a happier note, we report that after busy preparations for the Canada Day V and C sale, it was an extremely     
hectic but successful day. We had 1373 visitors, with sales totaling $2511.00. (In 2024 we had 650 visitors, with sales of 
$1152.00). We more than doubled from last year. Wow! 
  The day passed quickly. We were weary from the constant buzz of visitors from far and wide, but thrilled that our 
Lieutenant Governor, Her Honour Bernadette McIntyre, and her entourage stopped into our sale for a meet, greet and 
photo opportunity—the highlight of our day. 
  On Saturday, July 5, we had 155 visitors and sales of $1108.75 and on Sunday July 6, we had 153 visitors and sales of 
$935.00. Our three-day total sales were $4554.75—a record setting week! 
  Sincere thanks to all for a job well done. Enjoy the summer! 
 
Pat Taylor, Vintage & Collectibles 

Her Honour with guests in Sir Richard      
Lake Hall during the Canada Day event. 

Mariia Dopta, Catherine White and Sheila  
Carson, some of our kitchen volunteers. 

  2025 Tea Dates 
  August 9 & 10    
   September 6 & 7    
   October 4 & 5     

                         November 1 & 2 
December 6 & 7 by random draw of  
request forms. 
Visit our website: 
www.govhousesociety.ca for our 
online reservation form or call       
639-571-7123 to make a reservation 
by leaving a message. 

GHHS Junior member during          
a vintage sale, looking after the 
sale of cookbooks and tea blend. 
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Upcoming Events 

Volunteers at 2024 Appreciation Tea.  
Appreciation Tea is on Sunday August 24, 2025 

1:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
All GHHS volunteers who worked at least 10 
hours in 2024 are invited to attend. RSVP to      
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca or by calling        
306-787-5363 and leave a message. 

  Dickens Yuletide Singers 
Celebrating 22 Years at  

Government House 
 

Saturday December 13th, 2025 
Sunday December 14th, 2025 

 
Reserve tickets will be available on 

Wednesday, October 29th 
by calling (306) 537-0523 or (306) 570-2826 

Limit 6 tickets per person 

Annual Members Meet the LG 
The Members Meet the LG Event will be held 
on Monday September 29, 2025, 2pm to 4 
pm. RSVP required by Monday September 22, 
2025. Come out to enjoy an informal Pie Social  
afternoon, with the LG. See you there! 

Christmas Tea Ballot Form 
Available from  

September 1, 2025 to October 5, 2025 
Forms will be available to print or submit on            

our website www.govhousesociety.ca 
Or  

Pick up a form at Government House  

The Alumni Tea is Back! 
On Saturday September 6th, the Society wish-
es to thank our valued retired volunteers by 
hosting them at the September Victorian Tea. 
If you are a retired volunteer, please RSVP by 
August 25th, and indicate which tea sitting  
you wish to attend. 
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How Does Our Board Educate Itself?                               
  Once a year, the Board holds a Board Orientation Session, after the AGM. This is for both current and new board     
members, and this is one of the ways our board members keep themselves educated and informed about what their           
responsibilities are.  
  On Monday afternoon, July 9th, the Orientation Session was once again conducted by Lorna Bingaman, a former board 
member. The roles within the Board and the Historical Society were reviewed, plus a look at programming and events that 
the Society holds. The Volunteer Coordinator talked about the management and coordination of getting all volunteers trained 
and helping committees to work effectively and happily together.  
  Most of the board members are also working on a committee, so have not only board duties but volunteer duties as 
well. They must walk a fine line between transparency --- being open about communication, and confidentiality – preserving 
and protecting private information. Conflict of Interest was another topic discussed. 
  The members of the Board appreciated Lorna’s excellent planning and presentation, and all felt they had learned from 
the session. 
 
Shirley Paterson, President 

Left: Joy Routledge, volunteering at 
a Victorian tea. 
 
Bottom Left: Guests, at the Victorina 
Tea. 
 
Right: Doreen Patel getting a table 
ready for the tea guests. 
 



 

The Society Times              8            Summer 2025 

 Information update 

  

Contact us 

GHHS 
4607 Dewdney Ave. 
Regina, SK S4T 1B7 

 
We’re on the Web! 

www.govhousesociety.ca 
 

       Like us on  
 

www.facebook.com/Government-House-Historical-
Society-137117816301443/ 

 
 Follow us on 

www.instagram.com/govhousesociety/   

 
PHONE: 

306-787-5363 
 

FAX: 
306-787-5714 

 
E-MAIL: 

rebecca@govhousesociety.ca 
 

Newsletter Committee and Editorial 
Team: 

Gail Bradley 
Rebecca Otitoju 

Gayle White 
 

Information Update: 
Please call: 306-787-5363  

Email rebecca@govhousesociety.ca      
with the new information 

 
Photo credits and resources: 

Anna Janikova, Cindy Scheer, Office of 
the Lieutenant Governor,                

Gayle White 
 

 
 

Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much 

- Helen Keller 

Editors’ Message     

2025-2026 Board Meeting Dates 
Meeting Dates 2025       Reports Due 
August 18     August 11 
September 15                 September 8 
October 20                      October 13 
November 15                  November 10 
December 13                  December 8 
Meeting Dates 2026      Reports Due 
January 17                       January 9 
February 21 (Tuesday) February 13 
March 14                         March 6 
April 20      April 16 
May 18      May 11 
     AGM  2026 
Watch for date in next newsletter 

Perfect gift for Mother’s Day 
and other special occasions.  
Visit our Online Market to 
order your copy: https://
govhousesociety.ca/shop/  

Deadline for submission             
to The Society Times       

October 8, 2025 

  We regret not having a volunteer featured in Getting to Know You this 
month. If you would be interested in telling us about your volunteer experiences 
with the Society, please let Rebecca know. We would like to create a list of      
potential guests for upcoming issues. It is interesting to find out what other    
volunteers do and why they do it. Volunteering benefits not only society in     
general, but it benefits the people doing it – rewards such as social contact, 
friendship, a sense of achievement and fulfillment, and a sense of belonging. 
  We editors want to thank those of you who sent in their reports and       
articles on time, and we appreciate that they are so well written. Sometimes we 
have to shorten items a bit for space reasons, but you make our editing job very 
easy. 
  Please enjoy the rest of the summer. Everything in nature is very green 
these days. 

We Want to Get to Know You 
Please let Rebecca know if you would be 
willing to tell us about your volunteer 
experiences with the Society. We would 
like to create a list of potential guests.  
Contact: rebecca@govhousesociety.ca   

https://www.facebook.com/Government-House-Historical-Society-137117816301443/
https://www.facebook.com/Government-House-Historical-Society-137117816301443/
mailto:rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

