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President’s Message
CONTE NTS Welcome to 2025, and as this

President’s Message 1 is the first Society Times of this year,

SIPVETITIEE REU5E 2 somewhat belatedly, on behalf of the "=~
?rt Eth:b't o el 2 Board, | wish you all a Happy, Healthy [
Gromt e Office of the Lieutenant ; and Prosperous 2025.
overnor
Of the last three months of
GHHS Volunteers: The Society’s .
2024, December, as usual, is the
Invaluable Asset! 4 . : ;
. busiest month for the Society with

Important Notice 4 he Chri Vi q

Special Announcements 4 the rlstmas Te.a, Intage an
Victorian Tea Room & Tea dates 5 Collectibles special December Sale
Upcoming Events 6 and Dickens Concerts being held. As | |

Annual Volunteer Workshop 6 believe these events will, | am sure, | i

Annual General Meeting 6 be covered in more detail later in this ~

B P Society Times | will let those in- Bonnie Racz, Carrie Penner and Adrian Golbe

Thinking of a Legacy Gift e y . waiting to feed the Christmas Tea volunteers.
Dickens Concerts 7 volved present the details.
Vintage & Collectibles Sales 7 The success of both the Christmas Tea and the Dickens Concerts being
Welcome! Cindy Scheer 8 oversubscribed events is due to the dedication of the volunteers involved in many
Newsletter Committee 8 capacities at each. | sincerely offer my appreciation to all involved for their

Getting To Know You (GTKY) - Insert contributions in maintaining the high level of professionalism and service that have
become the hallmark of Society events and tempt many visitors to return. Unfortu-
nately, and in common with other charitable and volunteer groups the Society
volunteers are ‘aging out’ so continual recruitment of ‘working’ volunteers is
becoming paramount. Also challenging is the necessity of evening out the work-
load of our existing volunteers, many of whom serve on more than one committee.
The first three months of 2025 are a quiet time for public events sponsored

MISSION STATEMENT: by the Society. However, the work does not stop as budgets and inventories for
To preserve, promote, and each committee are compiled. A joint Board and Committee session is planned for
enhance Government House early March and the annual Orientation for both new and current members is
as a public heritage site. scheduled for March 11.

On the afternoon of December 6, the Provincial Government announced
that Bernadette Mcintyre is to be appointed the next Lieutenant Governor upon
the retirement of His Honour Russ Mirasty. L.G. Mirasty was sworn into his office
by Chief Justice Robert Richards on July 18, 2019 at a ceremony at Government

. House. Mr. Mirasty is the Honourary Patron of the Society and during his tenure
Im.portant Notice: has attended many Society events, including, as inconspicuously as possible, a
To receive a paper cop.y of Victorian Tea or two. On behalf of the Society, | thank both His and Her Honours
m?wsletter sent by mail, there for their interest in and unqualified support of the Society and wish them all the
will be an annual charge of best in their retirement. The swearing in of Bernadette Mclntyre is scheduled for
$10.00. January 31 but as of writing this no details are available.

(Continued on page 5)
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Government House

Happy New Year! Government House had another extremely full
fall and holiday season! It was a whirl wind, but so much fun! October
was full of spooky Halloween fun with our Tricks and Treats event as
well as two evenings of Ghost Story Tours. Then right after the Hallow-
een season we moved into decorating the house for the holidays and
our Old-Fashioned Victorian Christmas event.

The fall and holiday events and activities were very popular and
brought thousands of people to experience the House. On behalf of the
Government House staff, thank you to the GHHS volunteers that helped
with each of these activities. We depend on the generous donation of
time and effort of the volunteers to make these activities safe and
enjoyable for the public. Chad Debert, helping at the Levee.

Also, thank you to the committees and volunteers that worked on the
wonderfully successful GHHS Christmas Teas, Vintage & Collectibles sales and the Dickens Singers concerts. We know
Regina looks forward to all of these and they very much enhance the holiday magic at Government House!

Government House is excited that Society volunteers are willing to host an expanded Coffee in the Conservatory again
this year! On a weekend in each of January, February and March, guests can reserve their spot to enjoy a warm beverage
and a delicious homemade dessert in our beautiful, lush, and warm conservatory! Last year spaces booked fast, be sure to
register early at https://govhousesociety.ca/ .

The new gallery exhibit for January 18 to March 23 is Un/Discard: Re/Form, by local artist Gerry Ruecker. The individ-
ual pieces included in the body of work all present a strong emphasis on found/reclaimed/junk objects, however, intro-
duced in a new context. You will also have a chance to learn right from the source at a Meet the Artist event February 15 at
1:30 p.m.

We will also be hosting Family Day on February 17™. Families will be able to enjoy a variety of activities that after-
noon. This is a FREE come-and-go event, so drop by between 10 a.m. and 12 noon or between 1 and 3 p.m., whichever time
works for you. Bring the whole family to Government House for a day packed with fun, laughter, and togetherness!

Our good friends from Heritage Regina will be here March 28 hosting a genealogy tradeshow and lecture. Check our social
media and website for more details as they become available.

We wish you all a safe, healthy, and happy New Year! We are looking forward to a wonderful 2025.

il

Chad Debert, Manager, Government House
Provincial Capital Commission

Un/Discard:Re/Form

Exhibits: January 18 - March 23, 2025
GERRY RUECKER
Now showing in the QEIl Gallery

Un/Discard:Re/Form by artist Gerry Ruecker

Gerry is a self-taught artist of over 30 years, working in
mixed media construction, both functional and nonfunction-
al. His current work is an exploration referencing ideas of a
sense of place, personal and impersonal histories (both real and
imagined), and permanence/impermanence. The work consists
of the synthesis of cast-off, discarded items (such as old pieces
of found wood and building materials, rusted metals etc) with
highly contrasting ornate baroque-influenced picture frames,
and other miscellaneous related materials. v : Govern Sy
Meet the Artist at a reception in the QEIl Gallery on e —ere———ry
February 16, 2025, from 1:30 to 3:30. Gerry will be on hand to
answer questions and discuss his artwork.

Government

QEII G

allery
18

The Society Times 2 Winter 2025


https://govhousesociety.ca/

Great Turnout at the Lieutenant Governor's New Year’s Day Levee 2025

Over 1000 guests attended the 2025 Lieutenant Governor's New Year’s Day Levee!

Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty hosted their final Levee as our province’s Vice-Regal couple on January 1st
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Government House.

Their Honours exchanged greetings and posed for photos with guests in the museum. Volunteers, aides-de-camp,
and staff helped throughout the house to greet, inform and generally assist the visitors.

Usher of the Black Rod, Inspector (Retired) Tom Mansfield, spoke to numerous visitors about the Black Rod’s
history, design and significance.

Complimentary festive food and drink were once again served in the ballroom, including punch from sterling silver
punch bowls engraved with the Lieutenant Governor’s crest (these beautiful bowls were purchased in 1990 during the
province’s 85" anniversary year). Sherry was also served, in keeping with tradition.

This year, musical entertainment was provided by a quintet from the Regina Mandolin Orchestra, fiddler Tahnis
Cunningham with guitarist Ray Bell, harpist Glenna Stewart, and pianist Jim Gallagher. Delighted guests were tapping
their toes, clapping their hands and even dancing along in the Queen Elizabeth Il hallway.

Children enjoyed colouring the Canadian flag in the craft room and guests posed for photos with Salut the Maple
Leaf Mascot, and RCMP Aide-de-Camp Sergeant Major Mike McGinley. February 15, 2025 will be the 60" anniversary of
our national flag.

As always, visitors were enchanted by the beauty of Government House all dressed up for the holidays.

Hope to see you next year at the Lieutenant Governor's New Year’s Day Levee to celebrate this Canadian tradition that
dates back to 1884 in Saskatchewan!

Office of the Lieutenant Governor

Top Left: Their Honours Russ and Donna Mirasty exchanged season’s
greetings and posed for photos with Levee guests in the Drawing
Room.

Bottom Left: Refreshments were served in the Henry Newlands
Ballroom

Top Middle: In Sir Richard Lake Hall, Maple Leaf Mascot Salut helped
us celebrate the 60" Anniversary of the Flag of Canada.

Top Right: Many visitors were festively attired and enjoyed snapping
photos in front of the beautifully decorated Christmas trees.
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GHHS Volunteers: The Society’s Invaluable Asset!

2024 was another year with full activities around the House, some volunteers still working with the Coffee in the
Conservatory. | hope everyone will have a good rest time before we start back again.

The Annual Volunteer Workshop is booked for Tuesday, March 11" from 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm. At this workshop, new
volunteers who attend are not required to attend the required information session. Staff from Government House and the
Lieutenant Governor’s Office are attending the meeting as well. Volunteers are apprised with information about upcoming
events during the year. It is an avenue to meet other volunteers, the Board, and to learn more about the history of the
House. Volunteers also sign the Volunteer Code of Conduct during the workshop.

Jocko’s Friends have been on hold since the pandemic. Efforts are made to bring the group back. Some have indicated
interest in joining a discussion group to brainstorm on this idea. We need more volunteers. Please contact me if you are
interested.

| want to thank everyone who submitted their extra hours for 2024, and you are still able to submit those hours you
worked at home doing GHHS activities if you haven’t done so. This is how we record the total volunteer hours for the Society
and each volunteer. Please tally your hours by months and committees and email them to me or use the link for the form
below.

| wish you a very happy, peaceful, and healthy 2025. Thank you for your continued commitment to our GHHS mission
to preserve, promote, and enhance Government House. See you soon!

Rebecca Otitoju, GHHS Volunteer Coordinator

Special Announcements

Please watch out for details:

o The date for the Government House Volunteer
Reception is yet to be determined. Invitation will
be sent out to all Volunteers who worked at
least 10 hours in 2024.

o Nomination forms for Volunteer Recognition
award; and the Marg Ewart & Betty West-
moreland award will be posted on our website
soon.

e  GHHS Pin award. If you have been a volunteer
for 10 years or more, and you have not received
the Pin, please email me the year you started

-a

volunteering, then | can update your information Alyce Garratt and other setup volunteers in the background,
and add you to the list for the Pin award at our resetting the tables before the next sitting

next Volunteer Appreciation Tea on August 24,

2025.

Important Notice - Submit Volunteer Hours

It is very important that | receive, on a monthly basis, all
your hours of volunteer work you did outside of
Government House or in your home. Majority of our
awards are determined by the hours recorded to you.
Here's the link https://govhousesociety.ca/volunteer/
hours/ to access the online form you need or call me to
get a printed copy. Thank you for your commitment.

VYolunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless - sherry Anderson
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President’s Message cont’d

To encourage visitors to Government House during January, February and March, for the fourth year, Government
House is sponsoring Coffee in the Conservatory. Although not a Society event, the Society contributes by providing
volunteers to do the baking in the House kitchen and volunteers for coffee making, greeting and serving the guests.

Adrian Golbey

Victorian Tea Room Report

Welcome to 2025! | hope by the time you are reading this it will be much
warmer than the balmy -26C, feeling like -33C
with ice crystals, that my weather app tells me
we are enjoying! As they say, at least it is a dry
cold.

The tearoom volunteers are enjoying their
brief three months off from preparing for,
greeting, and serving our tearoom guests. We still
seem to be popular even after 33 years. Our new
requirement for a $10.00 deposit for each person
attending the tea was, for the most part, very
well received. Those who asked why said that in
their opinion the decision was well justified and ‘
' well overdue. It was a difficult decision for us to Sheila Carson, Eileen Fisher, Veronica

. Bosche and Debbie Rainville,
make and we appreciate the support of our guests.  cpristmas Tea kitchen volunteers.

We were under budget for our projected food
costs in 2024. Unless there is an astronomical increase in food costs for us, we do not
anticipate an increase in the cost for the teas in 2025.

We are always looking to our membership base for new volunteers. If you have an
interest or know someone who has an interest in joining the ranks of the tearoom volunteers,
please contact our volunteer co-ordinator or visit our website for more information.

The dates for 2025 have been confirmed and are posted on the website. We hope you will be able to join us for a
relaxing afternoon as you enjoy tea in the splendor of the ballroom.

Sheila, adopted by a bird!

Sheila Carson, Victorian Tearoom Coordinator

2025 Tea dates
April 5 & 6 May 3 &4
June7 & 8 July5&6
August 9 & 10 September 6 & 7
October 4 & 5 November 1 & 2
December 6 & 7 by random draw of
request forms.

Visit our website www.govhousesociety.ca
call us to make a reservation by leaving a
message at 639-571-7123

Guests at the Christmas Tea Lena Shewciw he back
landing volunteer at the
Christmas Tea
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Upcoming Events and Announcements
Annual Volunteer Workshop

All GHHS volunteers are invited to
attend this important annual workshop
on
Tuesday March 11, 2025

1:30pm to 4:00pm.
Please RSVP before March 1st

Email: rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
Phone: 306-787-5363 leave message

The Annual General Meeting
of the
Government House Historical Society
will be held
On
Wednesday, April 30, 2025
7:00 pm

Please watch out for details

Enjoy
A cup of Victorian tea in the comfort of your own
home with one of the recipes from our cookbook.
Available to purchase at your next visit to
Government House or through our Online Market
https://govhousesociety.ca/shop/

Thinking About a Legacy Gift?
Had you thought about leaving a memorial gift
donation to GHHS in your will? Now you may,
as we have Legacy Gift Forms available. Please
see our website, or contact the office to
arrange this and make your intentions known.

=N
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Dickens Yuletide Singers Concerts at Government House 2024

In 2001, Lena Woolley, a long-time Government House Historical Society
volunteer, teamed up with Dianne Burrows, the organizer of the Dickens’
Yuletide Singers, to put on holiday performances at Government House. The
choir’s traditional Victorian costumes fit in perfectly with the beautiful Christmas
decorations throughout the Museum. Sadly, Lena passed away earlier this year
but has left us with this wonderful legacy event.

2024’s concerts were the 22" time GHHS and The Dickens Yuletide
Singers have worked together to entertain guests at Government House. Over
350 guests attended four festive concerts on Dec 14 and 15 this year to hear the
beautiful music and enjoy the tasty refreshments following concerts.

The Dickens Committee, consisting of Lorna Bingaman, Alyce Garratt,

# 7_‘\ ' N 'LJ)‘\ ‘ ] V) 'v:’; .
Anna Janikova, Veronica Bosche, Lorna

Bingaman and Bonnie Fladager, Elaine Giroux-Sylvestre, Lois Pinno and Janette Richardson were assisted by

volunteering at the concert. Government House Historical Society volunteers, new and experienced. Thank
you to all the volunteers who made the event possible and to the Singers for joining us to add wonderful music to the
Christmas season.

P
Alyce Garratt and Elaine Giroux- Shirley Paterson and Elaine Ganshirt at
Sylvestre helping at the Dickens the Vintage Christmas sale.
concert ticket table.

Vintage & Collectibles Sales

The December Sales were busy, cheerful, and profitable. As usual, when the Teas are
sold out, then our sales are busier.

On the Friday before, we had plenty of help loading up dozens of storage bins onto
trolleys, then bringing them up to the Hall to be unloaded, thankfully with strong volunteers
from the Autism Society. That was much appreciated by our committee volunteers.

The salesroom tables were beautifully decorated by our busy volunteers, with plenty of
Christmas and winter items, as well as our usual staples of china, crystal, jewellery, linens, and
more. Vintage blankets were popular and sold quickly. /

We also enjoyed the delicious lunch served downstairs by Adrian and Bonnie. What great |
soup they served!

Thank you to all the devoted and hardworking V & C volunteers, who really put their

hearts into making the tables look so attractive and inviting, and being attentive and cheerful
with our customers. We have already had two committee meetings this January, getting ready for the big rush in April.

Marlene Callfas and Pat Taylor
at the Vintage Christmas sale.

Marlene Callfas, Lead Chair
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Contact us

GHHS
4607 Dewdney Ave.
Regina, SK S4T 1B7

We’re on the Web!
www.govhousesociety.ca
Like us on

K3
©
PHONE:

306-787-5363
FAX:
306-787-5714

Follow us on

E-MAIL:
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca

Newsletter Committee and
Editorial Team:
Gail Bradley
Rebecca Otitoju
Gayle White

Information Update:
Have you moved to a different
address or changed your email?
Please call:
306-787-5363 or email
rebecca@govhousesociety.ca
with your new information

Photo credits and resources:
George Carson, Ann Grahame
Jaclyn Hernandez, Elizabeth Hill,
Robert Thompson, Gayle White
Office of the Lieutenant Governor

Deadline for submission
to The Society Times
April 4, 2025

Alone we can do so (ittle;
Together we can do so much
- Helen Keller

Welcome! Cindy Scheer

Cindy Scheer started as the new
Assistant Manager, Exhibits and Collections,
at Government House in August 2024. Cindy
will be with us until the end of July.

Cindy grew up in Manitoba, graduating
from the University of Winnipeg with a
Bachelor of Arts while completing the
Certificate Program in Museum Practice
through the Association of Manitoba
Museums. She went on to curate and manage
the Fort Dauphin Museum then found her way
to Regina and the Royal Saskatchewan
Museum. Cindy started as a Museum
Interpreter before taking the role as Curatorial
Assistant in the Indigenous Studies Program.

Cindy has experience in all aspects of
museum work including research, develop-
ment and delivery of successful education L
programs, public programs, and special events, plus volunteer recruitment,
supervision, and coordination. She also has extensive experience in collections
care and management.

Cindy has already had a big impact on the collections management and
processes. Her attention to detail and her passion to solve a good puzzle are great
assets to have on any team and have proven beneficial here at Government
House.

From the Editors: The Society Times Should be On Time

Dear readers, especially those who are Chairs or Co-chairs of committees.
We thank you for sending us your reports on your committee’s happenings.
Personal observations make your reports more enjoyable to read. But we
editors must make an important request to a few of you: We need you to get
your reports to us by the requested deadline. The Society Times comes out
in January, April, July and October. We prefer that you all receive the published
newsletter in your email by mid-month or shortly thereafter.
Here is a suggestion to Chairs and Co-chairs in your busy
lives: Delegate! Find a person on your committee that you
can delegate the newsletter report to: Someone who enjoys _J
writing. Many committee jobs can be delegated if you find the r”/gj P
right person.
Another suggestion so that you don’t ‘lose the news’: Save each
newsletter in a file called Society Times. Then you have a handy place to check
for upcoming events, location, and to find the date and time.

Gayle White, Co-Editor
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